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AIM OF THE PLAN

“The aim of this plan is to provide a summary of the needs of Tipperary
town in relation to the revitalisation and development of green space, landscape and

planting with regards to aesthetics, community, ecological factors, holism, minimisation and
sustainability where biodiversity and climate adaptation have a particular significance and
the relative themes and objectives of the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force are

implemented. The intention is for this plan to be utilised to support funding applications for
future projects and to connect stakeholders and the citizens of Tipperary Town to their
natural, cultural and built heritage through the green space making it an integral part of

everyday life at the core of the community”.



1. LANDSCAPE

The word -landscape, -landscipe or -landscaef is a
Germanic word and is said to have arrived in England
during the Anglo-Saxon period after the fifth century
which referred to a system of human-made spaces
on the land (Olwig, 1996). The term is said to have
originated in the Old High German 'lantscaf' region,
in Holland from the Middle Dutch -landschap or
-landtschap region and from Dutch paintings of
the countryside and natural scenery. By European
standards, the Dutch were considered pioneers in
innovative and multi-functional landscape systems
which arose out of a primary need to mould or ‘shape’
the land in order to address flooding and other
important elements such as agriculture, irrigation
and navigation as seen in the suffix -scape, -scaef and
-scipe referring to -shape. The older roots of -ship
and probably the origin of the word are also akin
to Old English -sceppan and -scyppan meaning to
shape (Olwig, K.R. 2005). Bordered by the North Sea
and with the largest seaport in Europe at Rotterdam,
the long relationship between the land and water
is evidenced in the intricate canal system and
associated landscaping linking the two. ‘Land’ or Old
English 'lond' refers to "ground, soil". This provides
a superficial etymology at best as orignaal ancient
languages are affected by acculturation, cultural
inertia and erasure.

1.1 Etymology of Landscape

1.2 Definition of Landscape
“A landscape is part of the Earth’s surface that can be viewed at one time from one place. It consists of the

geographic features that mark or are characteristic of a particular area”
-National Geographic

“A large area of countryside, especially in relation to its appearance”
-Cambridge Dictionary

“The landscape is everything you can see when you look across and area of land, including hills, rivers, buildings,
trees and plants”
-Collins Dictionary

“The distinctive features of a sphere of activity”
-Oxford Dictionary

“A kind of backcloth to the whole stage of human activity”
-Jay Appleton

“A geographical unit characterized by a specific pattern of ecosystem types, formed by the interaction of
geographical, ecological and human-induced forces”

-Opdan et al

“A landscape is where we all make our homes, do our work, live our lives, dream our dreams”
-Lowenthal

Whether viewed from an abstract, architectural, artistic, conceptual, geographical or horticultural point of
view, the landscape is shared and experienced by all yet perceived inmany different contexts by many different
people depending on their individual and community’s relationship with the land. While this is an attempt to
outline the concept of landscape from a general framework, emic influences are always extant.

A landscape includes the visible features, landforms and how they integrate with natural or human-made features.
The physical landscape comprises the geomorphological and topographical features created by natural processes
such as hills, snow-capped mountains, fertile plains, water bodies and other living elements such as land cover,
indigenousvegetation, flora andfauna.Humanelements including themany formsof landuse,buildingsandstructures,
reservoirs, parks, roads andrail as well as transitory elements such asweather conditions, lighting or the movement
of the heavenly bodies. The landscape reflects a living synthesis of people and place that is vital to local and national
identity often created over millennia in a combination of physical origins and cultural overlay of human presence.

The character of a landscape often defines the self-image of the people who inhabit it and a sense of place that
distinguishes the unique qualities from one region to another. However dramatic or uneventful, it forms the
powerful and dynamic backdrop to people’s lives and influences them as such. It can be as varied as a modern
housing development to an extensive mountain range while in some instances, one defines the other.



“The cultural landscape is fashioned from a natural landscape by a cultural group. Culture is
the agent, the natural area is the medium, the cultural landscape the result”.

– Carl. O. Sauer

In 1992 theWorldHeritage Conventionwas the first international instrument to recognise
and protect cultural landscapes and defined it as “the cultural properties that represent
the combinedworks of nature andman” designated in Article 1 of the Convention viewing
the landscape as a symbiosis of human activity and environment (Fowler, 2003).Whether
cultivated terraces on mountains, gardens or sacred places, they testify to the creative
genius, social development and the imaginative and spiritual vitality of humanity. Some
landscapes reflect specific techniques of land use that may sustain biological diversity
while others associated in the minds of the communities with powerful beliefs, artistic
and traditional customs and the spiritual relationship between people and nature – part
of the collective identity.

There are a number of categories (Operational Guidelines 2008, Annex 3), some more
clearly identifiable than others which can include defined landscape designed and
created intentionally by humans such as garden andparkland landscapes constructed for
aesthetic reasonswhich can sometimes be associatedwith religious or othermonumental
buildings and ensembles. Another category is the “organically evolved landscape”
which came about as a consequence of an initial social, economic, administrative, and/
or religious imperative and has developed its present form by association with and in
response to its natural environment. Landscapes such as these reflect that process of
evolution in their form and component features such as a relict – a remnant of a natural
phenomenon where an evolutionary process ended sometime in the past abruptly or
over a period of time with significant distinguishing visible features remaining. On
the other hand, the “continuing landscape” is one which has retained an active social
role in contemporary society and closely associated with a traditional way of life yet
simultaneously exhibiting an evolutionary process. The final category is the “associative
cultural landscape” are those included on the World Heritage List - their inclusion
justifiable by virtue of intangible values, sometimes spiritual or cultural and not generally
physically marked by human activity.

1.2.1 The Cultural Landscape

Photo right: The Jacobean clock tower, a cultural icon in Tipperary town



In the past few decades, the concept of urban landscape
has been widely examined in a theoretical context and in
special studies in urban design, landscape architecture,
urban planning, geography, geology etc. There can be a
complexityofmeaningof landscapeandhuman interaction
with the environment and modern times have attempted
to reduce thegap betweenobjectivity and subjectivity.The
concept can’t merely be limited to a collaborative effort
between different disciplines such as ecology, geography
or architecture because the landscape not only has
physical dimensions but also social, mental and cultural.
As a consequence, borders are being broken between
different disciplines to apply integrative approaches.

Urban landscape is a term which existed for many years
with the origin and development of towns and cities.
The urban landscape can be said to be composed of two
contentious words with a host of meanings. According to
Keshtkaran, 2019, it has been described in many contexts
such as “a great artistic exhibition” where the main
emphasis is objective focusing on ornament and things
such as proportion, naturalism and an organic system
in form and colour combinations. The urban landscape
as such is a physical object and consideration is only on
the visual aspects of the town. Texture, colour, mass and
lines can be added as important elements. Keshtkaran
discusses other 1920’s views such as Le Corbusier who
defines the urban landscape in a functional context

comprised of residential, industrial, commercial and with
a transportation infrastructure. As opposed to the artistic
vision, simplicity in architecture is the better answer.
Other such as Lynch (1960) considered the urban area
as more than individuals and social facilities but more
of a state of mind or thought and a rationality of habits,
traditions and attitudes, making the town not only a
physical mechanism but very much involved in the social
process of the townspeople who formed it. More recently,
the urban landscape is viewed as a product of nature and
part of an ecosystem with powerful human presence
(Council of Europe 2000).

Keshtkaran, 2019 follows the development of the urban
context which can be traced over recent decades in the
following summary:

1.Artistic: the urban landscape is seen as a two-
dimensional view including the design of the walls, the
creation of a new urban landscape based on artistic
principles andmethods and the use of decorative elements
and memorial spaces.

2.Functional: the urban landscape is a three-dimensional
spatialstructure,ignoringtheaspectsofurbanbeautification
and an emphasis on purity and standardisation in the
application of volumes, materials and colours with more of
an attention to urban form and urban planning.

3.Perceptual: the urban landscape is viewed as social-
spatial structure with an attention to historical and
cultural references, a reflection of social diversity, ethnic
differences, liveability and public life.

4.Sustainable: the urban landscape is viewed in terms of
a sustainable social-spatial structure with an emphasis on
aesthetic concepts, identity, sense of place, human scale
and the environmental role of the landscape and ecology,
energy, climate change and water crisis.

It is apparent that the urban landscape has undergone
an evolutionary process and has a wider dimension but
it is important to consider that some governments and
designers continue to use their past approaches and
designs by overlooking the new and more integrated
approaches by continuing to follow a path that has led to
project failures or disparate and segregated projects that
lack a holistic result. As can be seen, the urban landscape
is a multidisciplinary concept that covers various sciences
and disciplines and that natural and human-made spaces
are a manifestation of historical, socio-cultural, economic
and natural elements.

Below: Viewsof Tipperary town, theGaltee Mountainsand
foothills from the Hills
Page 7: Aerial View of Tipperary Town

1.2.2 The Urban Landscape





Tipperary is one of the most interesting inland towns of Ireland located in the Tipperary Plains and one of the four towns of the Golden Vein or Golden Vale, otherwise known
in Irish Gaelic as Machaire Méith na Mumhan and regarded as the richest pastoral stretch of land in Ireland (CAAS Ltd, 2016). From a visual standpoint, the townscape could
be described as having elements of a strong natural and cultural contrast as well as a rich cultural landscape mosaic of religious, archaeological and architectural features and
associated history and politics.

A magnificent natural landscape and panoramic backdrop seen from the Tipperary Hills and other parts of the town are the Slievnamuck Hills, the afforested foothills of the
mountainous expanse of the Galtees to the rear. The Galtees are regarded by some as themost beautiful mountain range in Ireland which has four Loughs and the highest peak
Galtymore, one of Ireland’s few Munros. Running across the top ridge is the Galtee wall built in the 19th century, one of Ireland’s best preserved mountain walls.

A fewmiles from the town between the hills and the mountains is theGlen of Aherlow, awalker’s paradise, ideal for pony trekking and an artist’s muse. This valley rivals in beauty
the ‘Ladies View’ in the Killarney National Park. To the north and north west of the Tipperary hills are the windmills of the Hollyford Hills and the wider expanse of the Slieve
Felim mountains on the Limerick border.

1.3 Tipperary Town Landscape

The Hills, an areaof sandand gravel left by the last
ice age is home to wild grasses, bees, moths and
wildflowers planted by townspeople that have
naturalised over time. Other interesting features
include the motte known as the 'Mutton Pie', a
Norman defense fortress believed to have been
erected by William De Burgh and an abandoned
quarry, a former site of another motte known as
'Cup and Saucer' and its lake to the north east
glistens in the sun where in the summer, the bee
orchid abounds and sand martins soar. Some
historians prefer that no motte ever exisited
and the hill was an ancient fire site. Old castles,
moated sites, a dolmen, standing stones, a mound
at Moanreagh, holy wells and a ‘cillín’ at Kyle add
to the archaeological curiosities. Other things of
interest on the Hills are the beautiful lichened
stone walls of St. John’s famine graveyard
constructed to accommodate the deaths of the
Tipperary Workhouse in 1849-50 (Marnane,
2002). A memorial cross jutting into the sky
originally unveiled inwood by CharlesKickham in
1877 was later the destination scene of torchlight
processions through St. John’s on the anniversary
of the execution of the ‘Manchester Martyrs’,
Allen, Larkin and O Brien (Marnane, 2002).
Photo left: A Landscape View of Tipperary Town and
Hinterland in the Golden Vein



Looking out across the town, the churches of St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s are valued for their history,
architecture, stained glass and their steeples piercing the heavens. The Jacobean clock tower with its
ornate terracotta façade andweather vane --by football club F.C. famed for its connection to the founding
of the Gaelic Athletic Association and across to the south, the octagonal limestone water tower can be
seen within the former military barracks walls at Collegeland. A little further on at Garryskillane, the
workhouse complex of 1841 has a lively series of building facades and interesting roofline.

Below the red brick Flemish bond, gilded stucco, mask keystones and carriage arches, the old spirit of the
main street prevails where once the animated street vendors, market stalls, ponies, traps and shoppers
did stroll, now give way to busy traffic and a yearning for a modern-day resurrection of the past. This
19th century market town and cultural landscape has some of the most interesting architecture and well-
preserved examples of arcading in the country as well as cast iron lacework, Celtic motifs, Diocletian
windows, Greek style temples, stone heads, verandas and monuments and a wide range of styles such as
Tudor revival, Colonial, Dutch, Italianate or Arts and Crafts (NIAH, 2021).

Photo left: Wildflowers on the Tipperary Hills
Photo below: The Clanwilliam Rugby Club Site



From Limerick junction, passing by Tipperary Racecourse along the
‘Ballyhoura Way’, a rail line runs through the town to Waterford city,
its blue-green wrought iron footbridge and Corinthian columns
standing out against the sky. Tipperary town is also the inspiration
for many songs including “It’s a long way to Tipperary” written by
Jack Judge and the girl from Tipperary in “Forty Shades of Green”
by Johnny Cash much celebrated by Tipperary and the wider Irish
diaspora. The name of the town and county derives from the Irish
Gaelic word ‘Tiobraid Árann’ meaning ‘Well of Ara’ in reference to
the river upon which the town was built. Three known wells are
associated with Tipperary - Toberbreda, The Stafford O Brien Well
and another which was said to have been near Bridge St. The Ara
rises in the Glen of Aherlow and flows eastwards through the town
and southward past the golf course and Bansha Wood, home to
many birds of prey. On bridge street, visitors can stop to enjoy the
well-kept flowers and birch beds as they gaze across the river to
the wetlands and the former Augustinian site, the Abbey Grammar
School, a building of incomparable distinctive character or simply
explore the architecture of the Co-op creamery and its home-made
butter and cheese. In the late 1800’s, milk produced in the Golden
Vale supported the recovery of Tipperary and became the second
most important butter market in the United Kingdom.

Tipperary is also a town of major political and historical events and
the first engagement of the Irish War of Independence took place
at nearby Sollogheadbeg in January 1919 when Dan Breen and Seán
Treacy led a groupof volunteers against theRoyal IrishConstabulary.
Tipperary town has a number of residential areas including modern
housing estates and those with heritage significance such as the 1900’s limestone
buildings of the former military officers within the walls of the old military barracks
of the British Army. A ‘Remembrance Arch’, the only remaining portico of the Officers
Mess is the scene of national dedication to remembrance, peace and reconciliation
and commemorates all Irish women and men who have served and died worldwide
for peace and freedom. Tipperary is the host to the ‘Tipperary International Peace
Award’ for outstanding humanitarian work awarded annually by the Tipperary Peace
Convention with Live Aid founder, Bob Geldof as one of the first recipients followed by
many well-known national and international personages.

Other estates are widely dispersed to the north or south of the rail line in isolated
urban sprawls such as ‘An Dúiche’ and ‘Rossmore’ which has its own shop and crèche
or are clustered together in close proximity to the town centre and amenities such
as James Connolly Park. The Dillon and Emmet Street residential area is particularly
significant in local and national history where ‘New Tipperary’ funded in part by the
Irish diaspora was constructed outside of the control of the landlord Arthur Smith

Barry in 1888-89 by dissatisfied tenants led by Fr. David Humphrey’s and a number of
MPs in solidarity with other tenants in Co. Cork. While the beautiful William O Brien
Arcade designedby RobertGill to be usedas anew buttermarket no longer exists after
Smith Barry gained control over the land on which it was built. Existing historic walls
and superb photographs transport the viewer back through the lines of time.

On St. Michaels Street, the Victorian Courthouse and Bridewell site is central to the
trial of Fr. Humphreys, five MPs and twelve leaders who were tried for conspiracy.
‘New Tipperary’ is an example of a ‘continuing landscape’ with powerful intangible
cultural influences, all part of the landscape and a testament to the strong and
resilient townspeople who have endured the burnings of Brian Bán, oppression from
British occupation, evictions, famine, civil war, depression, an economic crash and the
restrictions of a modern-day global pandemic, yet an indestructible determination
prevails in the townspeople to see to the finish line a new and better time for Tipperary.
Enter the Greenspace!

Photo above: Arcade, New Tipperary c. 1890, Lawrence Collection



2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In April 2021, “Greening Tipp Town”, an on-line Facebook community awareness raining
event hosted by the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force in association with
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) Sustainable Energy Communities
Programme with special guest, environmentalist andmedia personality Duncan Stewart
outlined a number of issues in relation to global temperatures, greenhouse gases and
global emissions. Mr. Stewart stressed that according to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland (SEAI) figures, Ireland’s emissions
have increased by 10% since 1990 with transport emissions at 153%, over 40% of the
European average. As a consequence, the need for rapid change and series of solutions
were recommended, some including the removal of traffic from the main street to a
bypass* with a number of proposed junctions/roundabouts, a transition from cars to
public transport including the use of rail for the transport of goods, the pedestrianisation
of the main street and the creation and improvement of greenspace for biodiversity.

Tipperary TidyTowns has been dedicated for the past twenty-two years to the upkeep
and improvement of Tipperary town and greenspace. Gaining points annually, the
organisation has won ‘best shopfront’ and ‘most improved’ on two occasions. Over this
time, managed by the chairman, Brian Rafferty, much funding has been secured for a
number of projects while collaborating and cooperating with numerous stakeholders
in various capacities including Community Centre Litter management, St. Vincent de
Paul and ‘Food Cloud’, Resource Centres (The Moorehaven Centre, the Knockanrawley
Resource Centre and Three Drives), Men’s Shed, Youth Service, Primary and Secondary
Schools, St. Michael’s Soccer, Arradale Rovers GAA, Tipperary Soccer, Clanwilliam
Rugby Club, ‘Pitch and Putt’, ResidentsGroups, Committees and the Residents Network,
Chamber of Commerce and painting subcommittee, Tipperary Community Council,
‘Jobs’ 4 Tipp’, TUS, RAPID, Tipperary County Council Special Grant Project and other
initiatives, Tipperary County Council TidyTowns Grant, Special Project Grant, Kilkenny
and Tipperary County Council (KTCC), Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO),
Tipperary Town Forum River Ara Walk, Tipperary Co-op (River Ara), Communities and
Waters Office, Tipp Birdwatch and Environmentalists, Tipperary Town Biodiversity
Group (TTBG), ‘Two Trees’, Department of the Environment, March4Tipp, the Excel
Centre (biodiversity),Tipperary TownHeritage SubGroup, ThePlan Committee,CTCHC
Group, Tipperary Town Revitalisation Climate Adaptation Group, Tipp Mid-West Radio,
The Garda Síochána and local businesses to name a few.

Together with the newly formed TipperaryTown RevitalisationTask Force and associated
groups and sub-groups, Tipperary TidyTowns hopes to embark on the greening of the

town in an ever more proactive context in order to achieve a better environment for
biodiversity, improved climatic conditions, business, tourism, enterprise, jobs, arts and
heritage, sports, holistic health and an overall improved standard of living for all of
Tipperary’s citizens through the greenspace. Tipperary TidyTowns looks forward to the
inclusionof newmembers, innovative contributions andexpansionover the coming years.

The aim of this document is multi-functional in that it will both inform and introduce to
the local communityandvarious stakeholders the importanceandconceptofgreenspace
in terms of sustainability in relation to the revitalisation of Tipperary town. It will also
provide a summary of the needs of Tipperary town in relation to the revitalisation and
development of greenspace, landscape and planting in terms of aesthetics, ecological
factors, minimisation, sustainability andcommunity engagementwhere biodiversity and
climate adaptation have a particular significance and the relative themes and objectives
of the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force are implemented.

The implementation of this plan nowcomplete came about initially as a recommendation
by Tipperary TidyTowns to the Climate Adaptation sub-group of the Tipperary Town
Revitalisation Task Force and by the agreement of the sub-group members who had
recognised for some time the need for a plan and for support in terms of government
provision, professional advice and increased local and countywide input from private,
public and civic sectors.

Throughout the course of this provisional plan, a series of basic planting or landscape
recommendations will be provided for various locations around the town. Some of
these recommendations involve input from key organisations and people including
environmentalists, horticulturists, organic gardeners, farmers, artists, healthcare
workers, community workers, biodiversity groups, local residents, committees or their
representatives. At this early stage, none of these recommendations are definitive;
they are simply general; however, they do present a very good template to be used as a
reference point going forward.As timegoes on, it is projected that site specific plans will
be implemented on a case-by-case basis fully co-ordinated and managed by an expert
where local residents will be required to be involved in a much deeper context and in a
much larger all-inclusive forum. Consultations or commentaries do not represent the
totality of Tipperary citizens but provide a starting point for dialogue and an activation
of creative ambitions.

* proposed route options must be carefully considered, particularly routes with significant built
and natural heritage e.g. historic buildings, woodland, waterways and associated biodiversity.

2.1 Introduction



“We look forward to bringing the Town to another level and participating in the sustainable goals. Our development
and improvements will depend on the whole town coming together to present our place to the best of our ability”.

– Brian Rafferty, Chairman, Tipperary TidyTowns

1. A Framework for Town Centre Renewal 2017
2. Climate Action Plan 2019 (DECC)
3. Climate Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024 (Tipperary County Council)
4. Climate Adaptation Summary Document 2021 (Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force)
5. COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021: The Path Ahead
6. Draft Landscape Character Assessment of Tipperary 2016
7. Draft North Tipperary Local Biodiversity Action Plan 2007
8. Fáilte Ireland Tourism Development and Innovation: A Strategy for Investment 2016-2022
9. Fáilte Ireland and Ireland’s Ancient East
10. Failte Ireland and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands
11. Future FET: Transforming Learning. The national Further Education and Training (FET) Strategy 2020-2024
12. Housing for All 2021
13. Local Authority Waters Programme Annual Report 2019
14. Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-2020
15. Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan to 2020
16. Munster Vales
17. N24-N74 Tipperary Town Road Improvement Scheme
18. National Air Pollution Control Programme Report Update of the 2019 NAPCP
19. National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017 -2021 (DCHG)
20. National Energy and Climate Plan 2021-2030
21. National Planning Framework Draft Plan Ireland 2040
22. National Tourism Recovery Plan 2020-2023
23. Our Rural Future 2021
24. People, Place and Policy Growing Tourism to 2025 (Dept. of Tourism, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media)

2.2 Associated Plans and Policies

Photo right: Campanula sp., wall bellflower in Tipperary town



25. Quality Housing for Sustainable Communities 2007 (Department of the Environment, and Local
Government)

26. Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES)
27. Rural Development Programme (LEADER)
28. Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme 2018-2022
29. South Tipperary Biodiversity Action Plan 2010-2015
30. South Tipperary County Development Plan 2009 – 2015
31. South Tipperary County Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural Development
32. South Tipperary Development Plan 2009 (as varied)
33. South Tipperary Landscape Character Assessment Phase One Uplands 2016
34. Spatial Planning & National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2012
35. Strategic Tourism Marketing, Experience and Destination Development Plan 2016-2021
36. Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas 2009
37. The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2021-2025
38. The EU Water Framework Directive 2000
39. The National Development Plan 2018-2027
40. The Tipperary County Development Plan 2022-2028 Issues Paper
41. The Tipperary Hills Improvement Programme 2009 (Tipperary Town Council South Tipperary County

Council)
42. The Tipperary TidyTowns Three Year Plan 2019 – 2021 (Tipperary TidyTowns)
43. Tipperary County Development Plan 2022-2028
44. Tipperary Town and Environs Development Plan 2013
45. Tipperary Town and Hinterland Tourism Draft Action Plan 2021
46. Tipperary Town Heritage Action Plan 2020-2022
47. Tipperary Town Revitalisation Action Plan 2021-2024
48. Tipperary Town Social Research Report 2009
49. Tipperary Transforming 2020-2030 County Tourism Development Plan
50. Tourism Action Plan 2019-2021 (Dept. of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media)
51. Town Centre First 2021

Photo right: Begonia planters on Kickham Street



Welcome to Tipp, you have come a long way
That’s what our signposts so proudly do say
Rest your weary head and linger a while

We have a new plan that will bring on a smile

It’s a collaboration of ideas and themes
Where all can deliver the best of their dreams

It is interactive where all play a role
What’s best for Tipp town must be our main goal

Biodiversity will flourish and thrive
Where nature’s great bounty can now stay alive
In a town rich in history, culture and song

This new plan will make everyone proud to belong

Like themeitheal of old, a coming together
All for the same purpose, like birds of a feather

To benefit all in a holistic way
To make life more pleasant for each every day

The Tidy Town group have done work of renown
To make Tipp town look like a jewel in the crown
With a great sense of purpose and a diligent hand
Have made the environment lovely and grand

Hanging baskets, the main street now will adorn
And the flowers will awake with the sunshine each morn

Flowerpots with trees, bug hotels, sensory plants
This arcaded streetscape now will enhance

Carparks with groundcover for wrens, bugs and bees
No need for the lawnmower now if you please

Campanula, lavender for bees to enjoy
It’s a biodiversity heaven on high

The housing estates will all come together
To plan new green spaces for all kinds of weather
Build paths and plant trees, so much to be done
The children while learning will think it’s great fun

Marian terrace, St. Michael’s and Pearse Park
Will rise to the cause like a soaring skylark
Community buy-in from the young to the old
This pride in place is far richer than gold

Roundabouts will look better with all kinds of flowers
Achilleas, salvia, echinops, like in bowers

And verbena arranged amongst other things
So butterflies land with their gossamer wings

The Tipperary Hills, a beautiful spot
Where the narrow five spotted burnett moth
Lives among wildflowers so bright and so gay

Here you have paradise every day

The market yard near the Excel and Clock Tower
Where callery pears and phlox will empower
Pollinators nearby each new canopy stall

Here farmers sell produce that’s sure to enthral

Kickham place called after a man of renown
Goes down to the new bridge, a boost for the town
It’s here you’ll see brickeen as they swim to and fro
And you think you’re in heaven, lost in the glow

The River Ara walk where many do stroll
It has natural wetlands that’s good for the soul

With aquatic grasses, sedges and reeds
All to enhance invertebrate needs

Timmy Whyte, that great man in the KRC
Has organic gardens the public can see
No genetically modified seeds in the soil
Or chemicals to mar his fine Steiner style

The Galtees, Devil’s Bit and old Slievenamon
And Aherlow Glen where we all gaze upon
This county of beauty leaves you in a trance
Which this new great plan can only enhance

2.3 Mission Statement
The New Plan



2.4 Background Information
The purpose of this document is to provide information and professional advice in order to open to floor to ideas and concepts for the development
of greenspace in Tipperary Town. Some artistic depictions are already included in this plan. At this stage, these are merely concepts and are provided
in order to inspire residents and anyone with an interest in how they can envision their locale in the future so as to enjoy a more happy, healthy,
biodiverse, vibrant and beautiful space. The themes and objectives of Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force will be taken into consideration during
the recommendations while acknowledging the apparent links between the task force themes and objectives in relation to greenspace. These are as
follows:

1. Climate: to combat the impacts of climate change which can be
achieved in part through the development of greenspace, blue space,
biodiversitycorridors, greenroofsandverticalwallswhilecollaborating
with the Task Force and other groups/ networks such as TTBG, ‘Two
Trees’, organic gardens and many other related organisations; private,
public, civic and civil bodies

2. Transport and Infrastructure: to introduce the concept of a
pedestrianised main street with bicycle lanes, lively scenes and
planting while simultaneously encouraging a shift from vehicles to
public transport and to introduce new and improved green and blue
infrastructure to attract employment and commercial development
through the many garnered benefits

3. Sports andRecreation:Touseanddevelop thegreenspaceas apotential
location for sports and recreation and utilise the many holistic health
benefits of the greenspace, both seen and unseen

4. Heritage and Arts: To preserve, reimagine and promote the cultural,
built and natural heritage through the restoration and development of
associated greenspace and blue space in an appropriate and sensitive
manner

5. Social Inclusion:To involve local individuals, organisations, businesses,
resident’s groups and other groups in the creation, development,
management, maintenance and subsequent use of the greenspace

6. Tourism: To create beautiful holistic multi-functional spaces which
will support local business, healthy lifestyles and the many potential
contributions it can bring to tourism

7. Enterprise and Engagement: To create a greenspace that will
support and enhance existing businesses, inspire and harness the
entrepreneurial spirit and create jobs in the implementation of the
space

8. Educationandtraining:Tousethecreation,development,management,
maintenance and subsequent use of the greenspace as a means for
education and training

9. Image of Tipperary: To improve the overall attractiveness of Tipperary
town inorder toencourage its identityasavibrant townandgreenspace
and desirable location for holidaying, employment and living



Photo above: Lewis Butchers on Blind Street

These themes and objectiveswill be elaborated further post executive summary. There
are a number of additional subjects/themes that will need to be adhered to going
forward with this plan outlined as follows:

1. Holism: The planning of greenspace requires a holistic and balanced approach
where all factors are considered from citizen’s ideas and needs, social cohesion,
professional input, wellbeing, economy, services, biodiversity, design and planning

2. Biodiversity: The increasing importance of biodiversity will be addressed through
the creation of pollinator coridors aligned to the AIPP, the planting of native and
non-native trees, pollinator trees, trees/hedging for nesting and IUCN Red List
tree species; wildflowers for butterflies, insects and bees; shrubs and perennials
for biodiversity including those suitable for bats, birds; bird boxes/bug hotels in
street planters/vertical walls will be incorporated

3. ‘Right Plant-Right Place’: to recommend appropriate site-specific plants for soil
type, shade, weather, geographical location, spatial consideration, complimentary

plants (e.g., understory plants - just because it’s good for bees does not mean
it’s good under trees), cultural/historical location and significance, heritage
buildings/sites and aesthetics

4. Aesthetics: to create aesthetically pleasing greenspaces that are complimentary
to each other, their surroundings and location; to encourage the painting and
decoration of the main street, other streets and any other elements e.g., using
street furniture that are complimentary to planting and greenspace; to encourage
Tipperary citizens to imaginea wholeworld ofpossibilities in terms of the creation
of beautiful greenspace for their collective benefit

5. Minimisation: to create greenspaces that are easy to manage and consider the
long-termuse andmanagement of the space including the use of dense planting for
mass groundcover (minimisation via maximisation); the reduction of grass cutting
through the use of groundcover and understory plants; the reduction of grass
cutting and chemical spraying via the setting aside of areas as fallow to allow for
a return to biodiversity; to encourage local participation in the management and
maintenance of their respective areas through working with local organisations
in agreement with Tipperary County Council and to relieve the town gardener of
labour where possible; the reduction of weeding and litter picking through the
use of clever groundcover and understory plant recommendations and materials
suitable for the prevention of same; the use of materials to prevent weeds such as
concrete or bond resin for paths and vandalism resistant materials for furniture

6. Sustainability: a deeper understanding and knowledge is required to understand
the balance between quick fixes and long term planning for human health and
mortality, economic and environmental sustainability which are crucial in the
planning and development of greenspace

7. Community: to involvethe localcommunity inthedesign,construction,management,
maintenance, liiterpatrol, andsubsequent useof theirmulti-functional greenspaces

8. ‘Edible Estates’: to create a food growing initiative for local communities and
housing estates in order to encourage healthy eating and organic gardening
through health and education in collaboration with TETB/resource centres and
many other organisations

9. Health and Safety: to give landscape and planting recommendations that adhere to
the health and safety policies or recommendations of Tipperary County Council,
TipperaryTownRevitalisationTask Force, theGarda Síochána and anyother relevant
organisations. This applies particularly to how and where plants and landscape
features are placed.

10. Timing: to ensure that site planning occurs in advance of planting allowing for
the timely ordering of supplies, trees, plants and seeds which are seasonal/time
sensitive



2.5 The Locations by Townland
Bohercrow
• Arravale Close
• Canon Hayes Park
• Dillon Street
• Emly Road/R515
• Galbally Road/R662
• John O Leary Place
• Limerick Road/N24
• Limerick Road Roundabout
• O Brien Street
• The Plan (Redmond Square)

Brodeen
• Marian Terrace
• St. Michael’s Ave (and plots)
• Roselawn

Carrowclough
• The Carrowclough Estate

Carrownreddy
• Dundrum Drive
• Greenane Drive
• James Conolly Park
• Lake Road

• ‘Three Drives Resource Centre’ Plots
• Rosanna Road
• Rosanna Close
• Rossmore Village
• St. Ailbe's Drive
• St. Michael’s Street
• St. Michael’s Road
• Market Yard

Carrownreddy/
Knockanrawley Border
• Bank place

Carrownreddy/Town Lot
• Main Street

Collegeland
• Glenview Square
• Station Road
• Station Road Roundabout
• St. Vincent's Court

Collegeland/Knockanrawley
Border
• River Ara

Collgeland/Coolnaherin/
Carrowclough Border
• Aherlow Road/R664

Garranacanty
• Cashel Road/N74

Garryskillane
• Garryskillane
• Tudor Court

Gortavalla
• Avondale Court
• Pearse Park

Knockanrawley
• The Knockanrawley Resource

Centre Organic Garden
• Aherlow Heights
• Aherlow Court
• Aherlow Crescent
• Aherlow Meadows
• Clonmel/Bansha road

Murgasty
• Donohill Roundabout
• Martin Breen Terrace
• Old Monastery Road
• Tipperary Road
• Donohill/Murgasty Road
• Town Park - The Hills
• Tipperary Post Office

Greenrath
• Greenrath Cross

Rathserragh
• Tipperary Road/Cashel Roundabout

Scalaheen
• An Dúiche Estate

Spitalland
• Avondale Crescent

Town Lot
• Arravale Close
• Arravale Terrace
• Kickham Place

Photo: The Co-op Creamery and Diocletian window on Bridge Street



2.6 Conclusion

The aim of this plan is to provide a starting point for
Tipperary Town Tidy Town’s to work together with
Tipperary citizens, private, public, civic and civil
bodies in order to achieve a new plan for Tipperary
Town. This plan will be used as a guide and to inform
interested parties as to what can be achieved going
forward for Tipperary in terms of “Greening Tipp
Town”. It is projected that the outcome of this plan
will result in increased countywide awareness,
local community awareness, local community input
and new adequately funded greenspace projects
throughout the town, both created and managed
by the townspeople and by professionals where
appropriate.

The benefits will be multi-faceted with improved
greenspaces to tackle greenhouse gases and
increases in temperature, air pollution control,
noise attenuation, shelter, protection from water
run-off, erosion control, increased biodiversity and
reproduction of species and conservation of plants,
soil and water quality, visual relief for the users
making it a desirable location for living, employment
and tourism. It will provide a location for outdoor
sport and recreation linking to other areas through
the green corridor system, both inside and beyond
the town such as the Glen of Aherlow and Limerick
Junction. It will encourage a shift from the use
of vehicles to public transport and cycling and
encourage the development and protection of built,
natural and cultural heritage sites and their associated
greenspaces. The greenspacewill additionally provide
a means for the conception, design, construction,
management and maintenance of greenspace
through employment, education and training and
overall health and wellbeing for all people.

Photo left: Nellie O Brien's Pub, Main st.



3. CLIMATE ACTION
A wide range of gases referred to as ‘greenhouse gases’ are said to contribute
to climate change. The most important of those are carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N2O). Other greenhouse gases are
said to comprise of ‘F-Gases’ and man-made gasses such as refrigeration
and air conditioning. Collectively these greenhouse gases are the subject
of international agreements, such as the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement. As agreed by
these governments, different greenhouse gases have different atmospheric
characteristics, including GlobalWarming Potential (GWP). This is ameasure
of the cumulative warming of a gas over a specified time period, usually 100
years. This is expressed relative to CO2 which has a GWP of 1. The amount
emitted of any greenhouse gas multiplied by its GWP gives the equivalent
emission of the gas as CO2. This is known as CO2 equivalent. This is a
convenient method to sumup the emissions and contribution of greenhouse
gases to climate change and determine options to address climate change.
Lastly, there is the subject of geoengineering technologies which are
referred to as solar radiation management (SRM) and negative emissions
technologies such as greenhouse gas removal (GGR) which currently many
organisations are calling for greater transparency and research into the
effects of the practices.

According to the Government of Ireland’s National Plan, evidence for
warming is beyond dispute and that global temperature has increased by 1°C
with the following predicted impacts:

• Rising sea-levels threatening habitable land and coastal infrastructure
• Extreme weather, more intense storms and rainfall affecting our land,

coastline and seas
• Further pressure on our water resources and food production systems

with associated impacts on fluvial and coastal ecosystems
• Increased chance and scale of river and coastal flooding
• Greater political and security instability
• Displacement of population and climate refugees
• Heightened risk of the arrival of new pests and diseases
• Poorer water quality
• Changes in the distribution and time of lifecycle events of plant and

animal species on land and in the ocean

It is important to note these far-reaching effects and following plans for
Europe which will need to be considered by all citizens and whether they
will participate going forward in the future. The complex legislation will
require a deeper examination as well as the intention behind the legislation
and the lesser-known/unexamined causes of climate change.

Irish policy began to address reductions in national greenhouse gas
emissions from 2005 onwards and a summary of the current list of actions
are outlined below:

1. Agriculture: deliverGHG emissions reduction identified by Teagasc by
creating new, sustainable opportunities for family farms; 8,000 ha on
average of newly planted forest per annum

2. Buildings: existing homes to upgrade to ‘B2’ equivalent BER by 2030;
600,000 heat pumps installed by 2030 (of which 400,000 will be
existing buildings); new retrofitting delivery model, which will group
retrofits together, leverage smart finance, and ensure easy pay-back
methods

3. Carbon Pricing: trajectory of Carbon Pricing to create behaviour
changing incentives and avoid locking in carbon intensive technologies

4. Citizens and Communities: engage communities across the country
through:establishingacommunityoutreachprogramme;drivingaction
through the national Dialogue on Climate Action (this publication will
support that process) ; driving action through the National Dialogue
on Climate Action; increase the number of sustainable energy
communities to 1,500; develop flagship low-carbon projects in all local
authorities; establish a just transition review group whichwill identify
specific transition needs among cohorts of workers, enterprises,
communities and specific groups of people.



5. Electricity: 70% electricity generated from renewable sources by 2030; phase
out coal and peat; homeowners to generate their own electricity and sell back
to the grid under scheme for micro-generation

6. Enterprise and Services: embed decarbonisation and waste management
measures across all enterprises and public service bodies; mobilise low carbon
centres of excellence in our regions and across sectors; plan the delivery of
quality employment and enterprise in the new areas of opportunity

7. International Action: double the percentage of overseas development aid
spending on climate finance by 2030

8. Public Sector: reduce emissions from the public sector by 30% by 2030; every
public body will adopt a mandate for climate action in 2019; improve energy
efficiency of public buildings at 50% by 2030

9. To Be Enshrined in Law: carbon proofing of all government decisions and major
investments; climate action delivery board overseen by the Taoiseach to monitor
delivery; strong accountability to an Oireachtas Climate Action Committee; 5-year
carbon budget and IndependentClimate ActionCouncil to recommend theCarbon
Budget and evaluate policy

10. Transport: increase the number of EVs by 2030 to circa. 1 million; build electric
vehicle (EV) charging network to stay ahead of demand; expand our network of
cycle paths and ‘Park and Ride’ facilities helping ease congestion

11. Waste and the Circular Economy: reduce the percentage of municipal waste
sent to landfill to 10% by 2035; reduce food waste by 50% by 2030; by 2030
recycle 70% of packaging waste and 55% of plastic packaging waste; eliminate
non-recyclable plastic and impose higher fees ion the production of materials
that are difficult to recycle; ban specific single use convenience items including
polystyrene food, cup and drink containers

Tipperary TidyTowns and Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force are committed
to their role in tackling climate change and the Climate Adaptation Summary Draft
Document was produced in 2021 under the Climate Adaptation theme and objective
of the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force, the details of which are highlighted
in the following section.

Photo right: Wildflower Meadow, Tipperary Town Council Offices



4. TIPPERARY TOWN
REVITALISATION THEMES
AND OBJECTIVES
The Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force
independently led by Carmel Fox have a number
of themes and objectives outlined in the executive
summary and set out in the following sections.
These themes and objectives were highlighted as
a consequence of the CTCHC (Collaborative Town
Centre Health Check Programme) supported by
Minister English T.D. which The Heritage Council,
The Retail Grocery Dairy and Allied Trades
Association (RGDATA) and the Retail Consortium
in collaboration with the Department of Arts,
Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, the
Department of Housing, Planning, Community and
Local Government, the Irish Planning Institute (IPI),
Irish Landscape Institute (ILI), the Royal Institute of
the Architects of Ireland (RIAI), University College
Dublin (UCD), Limerick Institute of Technology
Thurles (LIT Thurles), Dublin Institute of Technology
(DIT) and Queens University Belfast (QUB) have
developed as a trans-disciplinary national town
centre health check programme for nine Irish towns
including Tipperary. This health check involves
government department and agencies, local
authorities, third level organisations and institutes,
business representatives and organisations, civic
society and local groups. All of the themes and
objectives are outlined in the following section and
are inexorably linked and inter-linked togreenspace.
The objectives are relayed below verbatim:

4.1 Climate Adaptation
Objective

To increase the resilience and capacity
of our community and businesses to take
action to combat the impacts of climate
change.

As outlined in the ‘Climate Action’ section, The EPA
assessment has revealed that the overall quality of
Ireland’s environment is not what it should be and
that the outlook is not optimistic unless solutions
are implementedacross all sectors in an accelerated
capacity. The following actions for Tipperary
town are laid out in the Climate Adaptation Action
Summary table. The need for the adoption of a
landscape plan was highlighted by the chairman
of TidyTowns group at the Climate Adaptation
Group meeting to include biodiversity as well as
other important elements, some linked to climate
(Action No. 1.7). All of the actions below are linked to
greenspace in one form or another.

Photo right: Knockanrawley Organic Garden, Tipperary



Tipperary Town Revitalisation Climate Adaptation Action Summary

No. Action

1.1 Develop awareness of the potential of energy initiatives to be a local economic development strategy, avail of funding sources and stimulate
job creation

1.2 Create funding application to SEA for a Community Energy Plan and associated audits, surveys and assessments

1.3 Build local capacity for the Energy transition including a local skills audit and training, student projects and place-based masters

1.4 Set up a retrofit programme on completion of the Energy Plan for homes, community buildings and businesses

1.5 Establish flagship community owned renewable energy

1.6 Liaise with Tipperary County Council and the Department of Housing to ensure that Tipperary Town and surrounds is included as a de-
carbonisation zone

1.7 Tipperary TidyTowns to produce a landscape and biodiversity plan for Tipperary town taking into account the National Pollinator Plan (this is
said plan completed)

1.8 Identifying site for a carbon sink and link with the Dept. of Housing and local government

1.9 ‘Edible Estates’: To incorporate an ‘edible garden’ theme linked to mental health, healthy eating and education in association with the various
housing estate committees, residents and resource centres

1.10 To involve the local community and its edible gardens with quarterly craft fairs and farmers markets

1.11 Extension of the River Ara Riverwalk – from the Co-op to the Galbally Road

1.12 Carbon reduction by encouraging people living and working in Tipperary town to walk to work via access to new green corridors

1.13 To create environmental educational hubs to work towards achieving sustainable development goals and environmental issues by delivering
associated courses in the

1.14 Zero Waste/Waste Management/ Circular Economy by the development of ETB accredited training courses delivered at community level
e.g., Men’s Sheds; Horticulture Groups, Biodiversity Groups

1.15 Upskilling local people to carry out retrofitting linking in with LIT, TETB and ‘Skillnet’

1.16 Education for schools regarding organic gardening and the facilitation of same



We all deserve to live in a cleaner, tidier and more pleasant environment. Keeping Tipperary litter free is
one of the best ways to show our respect for nature and to take pride in our beautiful town”.

– Cristina Garani, Treasurer and Litter Patrol, Tipperary TidyTowns

This document is the completed Action 1.7 of the climate adaptation draft plan or A2.3
and C1.1 on the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force draft strategy and action
plan. Tipperary TidyTowns will further outline its individual role in the implementation
of Climate Adaptation actions relating to the landscape plan andTipperary town in the
following summary:

1. Promote and support in various capacities the Climate Adaptation Draft
Actions 1.1-1.16 and C1.1-C4.3 of the task force draft strategy and action plan

2. Produce, implement and lead the landscape plan taking into account
biodiversity and the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. There are c.63 locations for
upgrading or development in this plan, some large, some small. Every location
includes planting recommendations in cooperation with the All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan as well as consideration for other aspects of biodiversity
(amphibians, bats, birds, ferns, flowering plants, freshwater fishes, large
mammals, trees) and the removal of invasive species. Tipperary TidyTowns
will cooperate with the task force for the implementation of tree planting,
planting schemes, associated biodiversity and reductionof chemical spraying.
Tipperary TidyTowns has over the years participated in and/or promoted
biodiversity workshops at Knockanrawley Resource Centre such as reducing
food waste, invasive species, helping pollinators, pond construction, earth
days and events with environmentalist, Albert Nolan

3. Promote Tipperary as a de-carbonisation zone while planting trees for the
absorption of CO2; encourage organisations, residents and farmers to plant
trees for National Tree Week or participate in the Adopt-a-Tree campaign
and ‘Pocket Forests’. The task force is currently looking for a suitable site for
a tree plantation as the town park is not suitable for a large plantation. The
reduction in chemical spraying will be assisted by planting more groundcover
and leaving areas fallow for natural wildflower populations which will also
prevent biodiversity loss,- reduce labour and transport though avoiding
planting trees in unsustainable locations

4. Promote clean air initiatives through the introduction of tree plantations
5. Prevent noise pollution through the introduction of tree plantations, shrubs,

hedging and plants

6. Promote Circular Economy initiatives through various activities such as
transplanting trees to other locations rather than disposing of them; by
encouraging residents and farmers to replant in their private gardens and
farms; relocating planters with trees to other locations as other prominent
areas are upgraded and modernised which in turn prevents biodiversity loss
by providing additional places for birds to perch, feed and for insects etc.;
encouraging residents and organisations to take in spent plants from street
planters by overwintering them and reusing them e.g. begonias

Photo above: Ray Coleman’s garden seat

4.1.1 Tipperary TidyTowns Climate Actions



7. Promote 'Zero Waste' initiatives. Local
authorities are funded for waste prevention
initiatives such as public water fountains
and green festivals, the latter which would
be beneficial for Tipperary which Tipperary
TidyTowns encourages; The group would like
to encourage training for people in food waste
production through local businesses and
organisations workplaces i.e. ‘Stop FoodWaste
Challenges’ for example, using your pasta
starch water on plants, conservative shopping
or composting; an initiative spear-headed by
Tipperary TidyTowns member, Cristina Garani
to tackle litter commenced in 2020 . Assisted
by members, she has encouraged residents
to take responsibility for their areas. Some
currently recruited to help out are resource
centres who are encouraging estate residents
to clean up their areas; Patrick Justin Ryan
participates in ‘up cycling’ initiatives such as
reusing old tyres screwed together for daffodil
planting. He recommends using Tipperary,
Munster and Irish colours for the town planting
and would like to work with young people. Ray
Coleman has used old wood for carving new
rustic style garden furniture. See mywaste.ie
for more information

8. Working with resource centres and other
organisations just transition awareness, circular
economy, zero waste and promoting same

9. Raising awareness and a host of educational events in conjunction with
resource centres

10. Support, encourage and raise awareness of the Community Energy Plan
11. Promote biofuel, electric car charge points, cycling, car sharing and the use

of buses instead of cars
12. Encourage ‘Nature BasedUrban Drainage’ such as the use of tree plantations,

vertical eco walls, green roofs, urban raised beds, swales and ‘rain gardens’.
It is important to ensure that eco walls and eco roofs use some pollinating
plants from the AIPP for biodiversity and sustainability

13. Monitor the impacts of climate change: e.g. air quality, greenhouse gas
emissions throughcooperationwithmonitoring stations; haveanappreciation
for the effects of trans boundary emissions; monitoring aquatic systems

such as the River Ara biodiversity, vernal pools and the
biodiversity of the streams of the town and hinterland such
as Bansha woods; monitor the trees of the town and forest
systems such as the Bansha woods by examining tree stand
health and associated mortality and examining range shifts
such as seedling regeneration as well as tree biodiversity;
monitor pests and diseases, monitor storm damage and
physical damage to trees; recording wildlife
14. Encourage the use of renewable energy and
sustainability such as solar power, geothermal power,
electric vehicles, the use of bicycles, the use of reed bed
sewage systems in new garden projects
15. Encourage the support the importance of energy
efficiency in buildings and particularly new buildings/
new garden buildings, businesses; making the switch to
renewable energy, reducing transport emissions, reducing
waste
16. Tipperary TidyTowns will encourage homes and
businesses to test for radon. Radon is a radioactive gas that
causes lung cancer when exposed to high levels over a long
period of time and causes about 300 cases in Ireland every
year. It is formed in the ground by the radioactive decay of
uranium which is present in all rocks and soil. You cannot
see it, smell it or taste it and can only be measured with
special detectors. homes and business to test for radon; for
further information, contact radon@epa.ie
17. Reduce the use of artificial fertilisers and use

organic by-products/fertilisers such as fish, blood and bone, farmyard
manure, seaweed, grass clippings while promoting resource centres/organic
gardens use of organic fertiliser which can’t be used large-scale e.g. egg
shells, coffee, banana peels, comfrey, molasses, tea, vinegar, worm castings

18. Encourage county councils, businesses and organisation to use renewable
energy such as solar and geothermal energy

19. With regards to waste water, Tipperary TidyTowns encourages the protection
of the River Ara and other rivers and does not excuse the dumping of rubbish,
sewage, dirty water or chemicals in the waterways in order to protect our
amphibians, fresh water fish and associated life cycle

Above: Examples of up- cycling practices using old tyres by Patrick Justin Ryan



20. Drinking Water must be protected from pesticides and the EPA is responsible for the enforcement of compliance by ‘Irish Water’ while the local authority is the
supervisory authority who must also provide information to private owners

21. Noise pollution is another effect from heavy vehicles passing through Tipperary town and has a negative impact on the physical and mental health of its residents.
Pedestrianising the streets and planting trees and shrubs will help to absorb noise pollution making the environment more habitable for residents and wildlife

22. Radioactivity monitoring is important for the atmosphere, for foodstuffs, water and the marine environment. A rise in levels of radionuclides in airborne particles
was detected after Fukushima in 2011. Irish levels for drinking water are said to be below WHO guidance levels yet no reason to be complacent. The biggest source of
artificial radionuclides in the marine environment is low level waste from Sellafield. The annual dose in drinking milk for adults and infants is said to be low according
to the EPA. During the Chernobyl disaster, radioactive caesium-137 fell across Ireland and Britain.

Things to do at Christmas Time
1. Recycle Christmas trees or instead buy a tree that can be

planted afterwards; there are unlimited containerised tree
options

2. Use sustainable materials for decorations such as cotton,
silk or hemp or pick fruit, pinecones and berries that
have fallen from the trees in the woods; paint dead tree
branches that have fallen off; use glass bottles with lights
for decorations; dry some orange slices and make orange
and cinnamon decorations. When the scent wears off, add
to the compost heap

3. Use LED lights and timer power strips
4. Recycle all unavoidable food waste (turkey bones, plate

scrapings etc.), extra plastic bottles, wrapping paper,
Christmas cards, real Christmas trees, tubs and trays, metal
cans, glass bottles, jars, cardboard packaging and lotsmore,
during the festive season

5. Instead of buying Christmas cards, send e-cards or
‘1TreeCards’ plants a tree (via Eden Reforestation Projects);
use old cards to make sustainable decorations (a nice
‘Green’ project for schools)

6. Donate old clothes, toys, books etc. to Oxfam
7. Buy less food and drinks or better grow some of your own

e.g. winter salad and herbs on your window sill or in your
conservatory



According to the World Bank, 2017, there are more people living in urban areas and
environments than in the countryside. In 1950, 30% of the world’s population was
residing in urban areas and it is projected that by 2050, 68% of the world’s population is
projected to be urban (United Nations, 2018). This can have the potential to exacerbate
the disconnection between humanity and the natural world (Soga and Gaston, 2016).
Pyle (2002) suggests that when contact with nature is diminished, negative impacts
are felt at every cultural level and people suffer in the following manner:

1. Physically – from lack of fresh air and exercise

2. Intellectually – from not developing awareness, observation and imagination

3. Emotionally – by not developing attachments to specific places

4. Morally – through lack of awareness of the ethical and moral dimensions to human
interaction with the natural world.

Providing quality education is one of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (Appendix 1) as is good health and well-being. According to the report engaging
and learning with the outdoors (Dillon et al., 2005), learning outdoors has a range of
impacts:

1. Cognitive – gaining knowledge and understanding (academic outcomes)

2. Affective – related to attitudes, values and beliefs (a sense of wonder, respect for

nature)

3. Interpersonal/social – improving communication skills and leadership expertise

4. Physical/behavioural – improvingphysical fitness,motor skills, personal behaviour
and social actions.

Tipperary town has a host of options for outdoor education and training through the
greenspace. There are outlets for the conception, construction, management and
maintenance of greenspace through education and training programmes in garden
design, horticulture and construction provided by many organisations affiliated
with Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force and Tipperary TidyTowns and new
organisations are always welcome. Currently, a non-accredited TETB biodiversity
course is underway in collaborationwith Three Drives Resource Centre. Forest schools
using the newly developed town parks with trees, flowers and shrubs for biodiversity
and artistic appeal linked to the green corridor system and greenways to Banhsa
forest, the Glen of Aherlow, the Hills and other locations provide natural sources
of biodiversity for study such as botany/ethnobotany, folk medicine, tree studies,
birdwatching, insect study, nature/biodiversity walking trails, pollinator trails, fungi
forays and learning woodland/bushcraft skills.

The greenspace also provides inspiration for creative artwork such as landscape
painting, sketching, botanical illustration* and craftwork and a location for public
events such as plays, dancethons, sport, marathons and holistic health related
education including bio energy healing, meditation, breathing exercises, movement
for health, Tai Chi and Yoga to name a few. Green school yards are also to be
encouraged and can be linked to food growing, organic gardening, holistic fitness
and nutrition which would do well in collaboration with resource centres, TidyTowns,
TETB and other organisations. The ‘Edible Estates’ initiative, one of the actions in the
Revitalisation Climate Adaptation Plan will play a role here, some in collaboration with
the resource centres and some in collaborationwith other interested professionals and
organisations including TidyTowns. Leaflets and web-based information, voluntary
activities and self-guided trails are also important. These include life-long learning for
all ages and involve people’s own use of the greenspace and their perceptions of what
they learn for themselves in the natural environment, as well as what they learn from
others.

*Tipperary Youthwork Ireland is currently applying for funding to contribute to the town in relation to the greenspace which may include creating botanical murals/artwork. Other potentials for youth groups
are planting vertical eco walls, assisting shop owners to create hanging baskets, street planters and irrigating same

4.2 Education and Training
Objective
To increase access to education and training and to empower our community to benefit from the opportunities this brings.



4.3 Enterprise and
Engagement
Objective

To increase employment opportunities &
investment by creating an environment
that supports existing businesses, attracts
new commercial activity and harnesses
the entrepreneurial spirit.

As already mentioned, the benefits of good
urban greenspaces are multi-faceted; there are
environmental benefits through supplying towns with
ecosystem services from pollution control such as air
pollution and noise pollution and the maintenance of
biodiversity such as the reproduction of species and
conservation of plants. The social and psychological
benefits for the recreation and wellbeing created out
of the creation of these spaces and the social values
that arise as a consequence. All these contribute to
the creation of a better space both to live and to work
with the economic and aesthetic benefits through
energy saving initiatives associated with green
living and the increase of use and value of property
though use by residents, visitors and investors.
Urban greenspaces include businesses, retail, leisure
and tourism development and employment centres
and provide a space for commuters and recreation.
Going forward, the new and improved greenspaces
will provide wildlife corridors linking the user to
the newly advertised impressive built and historical
heritage trails of Tipperary town as well as the public
parks and leisure amenities in the town and further
afield creatingamore holistic environment to support
existing and new commercial activity.

4.4 Heritage, Arts and Culture
Objective

To preserve, re-imagine and promote our living, built
and natural Heritage, Culture and Arts.

Tipperary town is a historical town with significant built, natural
and cultural heritage. According to the National Inventory of
Architectural Heritage (NIAH), it boasts an array of significant
historical sites and associated buildings and greenspaces such as the
Workhouse, the remnants of the Military Barracks, The Courthouse
and Bridewell, The Abbey School, Churchwell, Parochial Hall, Mount
Sion, the Convent, the Glove Factory, Old Butter Market and Co-
op Creamery. Arcading to the ground floor, moulded cornices and
entablatures, sash windows, Diocletian windows and terracotta
cresting are features of many buildings in the town. Other sites
already mentioned are the Hills which has a Norman motte and
historically significant famine graveyard.

The aim of Tipperary TidyTowns is to sensitively restore, develop
andmanage greenspace sites and associated buildings in accordance
with the town objectives and conservation principles and to promote
the use of greenspace and biodiversity corridors linked to walking
and historic town trails and their associated architecture. It will
utilise new green infrastructure (GI) to promote and host summer
and winter festivals, music, craft fairs and farmer’s markets selling
local produce, arts and crafts.

The task force Arts, Culture and Heritage group has a dynamic array
of actors, painters, dancers, performing artists, poets and others.
The well-known Irish actress Kathleen Ryan whose parents were
from Kilfeacke and Solohead was recently celebrated in Martin
Quinn’s celebratory heritage book, Tipperary People of Great Note. It
is hoped that public events such as the above mentioned will link in
with the green corridor system, biodiversity walks and heritage loop
walks outlined by The Tipperary County Development Plan 2022-
2028 Issues Paper and provide access to natural heritage sites and
greenways and thus encouraging an enjoyable experience for locals
and visitors alike.

Photo top right: The Convent Chapel, Rosanna Road
Photo bottom right: Old war department boundary marker taken by the
Carrowclough children of Youthwork Ireland



4.5 Social Inclusion
Objective

To significantly reduce the rates of poverty, child poverty,
deprivation and social exclusion, where everybodywill be
supported to benefit from and contribute to Tipperary’s
economic and social progress.

Socially excluded urban areas can have associated phenomena such as a
combination of issues: unemployment or low income, bad health, crime,
family disintegration resulting in social exclusion and breakdown of local
communities and the subsequent lowering of the quality of life. People
living in these areas are particularly vulnerable because they are often
affected by more than one dimension of social exclusion (Percy-Smith,
2004).

The creation of urban greenspaces in such areas can increase community
cohesion and inclusion of local individuals in a number of ways: they
are free and accessible public amenities; greenspaces are social arenas
and provide space for human interaction; they relive stress and mental
fatigue, thereby reducing aggression and offer opportunities for
voluntary involvement. This type of involvement has a twofold potential
which Tipperary TidyTowns encourages: involvement in the use of the
space by local residents but also in the construction of the space through
the creation of employment and interactive training courses for design,
construction, horticulture and associated trades by local residents.

This can harness a sense of creativity, pride, ownership and subsequent
stewardship. Clever eco-design takes it a step further, creating low
maintenance, vandalism resistant, carbon reducing, high in biodiversity,
beautiful and multi-functional spaces with green and blue infrastructure
enhancing communities in a holistic way and linking communities and
towns together. Mixed use offers more full use of land and gets common
destinations closer together for exercise, recreation, walking to work,
social activities, day trips or holiday making.



4.6 Sports and Recreation
Objective

To realise the potential of Tipperary Town as a hub of sport, recreation and physical activity and in doing so recognise the social, health,
community and economic benefits of these activities to the community.

Tipperary TidyTowns recognises the economic benefits of greening the economy
and that through sustainable development that environmental, economic and social
elements are incorporated using the global ecological challenge as a driver to
harness socio-political and economic crises for sustainable urban transformation,

urban climate governance, urban efficiency, green infrastructure (GI) and associated
planning, the introduction of green urban sustainability transitions, future urban
visions and sustainable urban lifestyles. Sport has contributed significantly to the
national economy both in ‘recreational’ sport and ‘competitive’ sport.



A 2010 Indecon report found that Irish households spend €1.9 bn annually on sport
related goods and services, contributes €1.8 bn to the Irish economy, equivalent to
1.4% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). For every €100 invested by the government, it
received €149 in return in taxes. It supportsover 38,000full time jobswhile volunteering
activity is estimated at an economic value of €322m and €582m per annum.

One area that this can be achieved is through the use of GI to develop the ‘Activity
Economy’ which according to Svend Elkjaer, founder of ‘Sports Marketing Network’
UK, is a billion dollars global economy which incorporates sport, active recreation and
health and wellness together with tourism and media promotion.Mike McCloure has
also introduced the Tollymore National Outdoor Centre in the Mourne mountains in
seminars. Outdoor recreational walks and trails linked to the biodiverse urban green
corridors such as The Hills and to greenways such as the River Ara project which is
linked to Bansha Wood and the Glen of Aherlow and the National Trails Register will
enhance tourism and overall health and well-being. Studies have shown that every
10% increase in exposure to greenspace has reduced expected health issues by five
years (Groenewegen et al 2003). Greenspace has been linked with reduced levels of

obesity in children and young people (Liu et al 2007). Science has shown that being
in greenspaces make people happier and healthier. They protect natural and semi-
natural environmentswhile urban inhabitants have access to these areas and tonature
by bringing nature into the town and by providing a habitat for plants and animals.
Improved living and recreational spaces will encourage business to set up in the town,
employ residents and house new residents.

New green and blue infrastructure will provide opportunity for air sports, for physical
and mental health; provide opportunities for social interaction such as Local Area’s
for Play (LAP), Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAP), Neighbourhood Area Equipped
for Play (NEAP) or Multi-use Game Areas (MUGA) for child development as well as
the development of cycle paths and health walks such as ‘Slí na Sláinte’. New socially
interactive green initiatives in housing estates and play areas such as in the Hills will
contribute to a multitude of needs. Links to the greenspace, air sports and outdoor
recreation through the Clanwilliam Rugby Club and the ‘Pitch and Putt’ course are
available and includes the Golf Club at Rathanny which is a most magnificent and
biodiverse green corridor to the local forest.



Photo: Walking club, courtesy of the Glen of Aherlow Fáilte Society



4.7 Tourism
Objective

To develop products and activities, and promote our rich heritage, culture, sport and leisure offerings to create a visitor experience that
capitalises on our uniqueness and world-renowned name.

Sustainable green tourism refers to tourism activities that can be sustained indefinitely
in their social, economic, cultural and environmental contexts. It takes into account
both current and future impactswithout compromising theneedsof future generations
including the host community, the visitors, the industry and the environment. As
outlined by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 2012
in the ‘Green Economy Background Report’, there is an economic case for investing in
the greening of tourism. Some key messages were identified:

1. Tourism has a significant potential as a driver for growth for the economy
2. The development of tourism is accompanied by significant challenges (GHGs and

water)
3. Green tourism has the potential to create new green jobs
4. Tourism development can be designed to support the local economy and reduce

poverty
5. Investing in the greening of tourism can reduce the cost of energy, water and

waste and enhance the value of biodiversity, ecosystems and cultural heritage
6. Tourists are demanding the greening of tourism
7. The private sector, especially small firms, can, and must be mobilised to support

green tourism
8. Much of the economic potential for green tourism is found in small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs), which need better access to financing for investing in
green tourism

9. Destination planning and development strategies are the first step towards the
greening of tourism

10. Government investments and policies can leverage private sector actions on
green tourism

UNEWP and UNWTO have outlined the case for investing in green tourism below:

1. Even small investments for a greener sector results in very significant increases
in investment flows

2. The service nature of the travel and tourism industry requires it to be human-
resource intensive and is among the world’s top job creators allowing for rapid
entry into the workforce for youth, women and migrant workers. Additional
employment in energy, water, and waste services and expanded local hiring and
sourcing can also be anticipated from the greening of tourism. Tourism/green
tourism creates jobs directly and leads to additional indirect job creation.

3. Sustainability is paramount in all industry today and this also applies to private and
public sectors. Investment in green tourism includes infrastructure (improved
roads, parks, aquatic reserves, hospitality installations and other sites facilities),
environmental protection (natural attractions, mountains, rivers, biodiversity
conservation, natural barriers and endemic species), education (labour force
skills including the “greening” skills base) and technology improvements (cleaner
production, sustainable management). Investments toward tourism sustainability
offer a wide range of opportunities that can generate significant returns.

4. In the hospitality segment, investment in more energy efficient features and
services, such as efficient refrigeration, television and video systems, air
conditioning and heating (particularly reduction or elimination of these systems
through improved design), and laundry, helps differentiation of operators and
their value chains toward lower energy profiles. Investment in green technology
such as electric vehicles and bicycles have been proposed for Tipperary.

5. Internal water efficiency and management programmes and investments in
water saving technology in rooms, facilities and attractions reduce water costs.
Considerable reductions in water use can be achieved through alternative
gardening (choice of species, landscaping) as well as the use of grey water for
irrigation. Tipperary’s proposed new hotel with spas and health centres can
engage in a range of water saving measures, while new hotel constructions can
seek to avoid pool landscapes.



6. Improved waste management provides opportunities for business and society.
Lower levels of waste generation improve financial return for the private sector
and bettermanagement of that waste creates opportunities for jobs and enhances
the attractiveness of destinations.

7. Biodiversity conservation will be greatly affected by the way in which tourism
grows anddevelops, especially in Tipperary’s biodiversity hotspots, where tourism
is expected to become increasingly important. Demand growth for experiences
that involve contact with current trends towards increasing nature-based
and ecotourism are likely to continue or accelerate as pristine areas become
increasingly rare, leading in turn to the incorporation of natural areas in tourism
development and greater transfer of benefits toward natural areas. Conservation
and restoration provide a highly profitable, low-cost investment. It is important
for the citizens of Tipperary to recognise the rare assets both in and surrounding
the town and how Tipperary plays a central role in the sustainable use of those
assets e.g., the Glen of Aherlow requires recognition as an extension of the town
as opposed to a separate location

Tipperary town has a number of assets associated either directly or indirectly with the
landscape, a few of which are mentioned below:

1. On or linked to the Ballyhoura Way, O Sullivan Beara trail, the Beara-Breifne Way,
Multeen Way – a series of waymarked ‘green’ trails and ‘blue’ trails including pony
treks walking and cycling routes, some associated with the Irish Sports Council

2. Access to magnificent waterways, uplands and valleys such as the Galtees,
Slievenamuck Hills, the Tipperary Hills, the Glen of Aherlow and Bansha Forest
and new proposals to link to these trails via a greenway from Tipperary through
the River Ara Walk; opportunities to upgrade the Hills with a biodiversity
enhancement plan, wildflower meadows, new signage, viewpoints, children’s
playground, sculpture park and biodiversity centre

3. Gateway to the Golden Vale, the richest pastureland in the country; a 19th
century market town, rich agricultural tradition and cattle mart; famous town
for its creamery, butter and cheese making; potential for guided ‘butter’ tours
while walking through the biodiversity trails stopping off at associated historical
locations/sites along the way

4. Excellent connectivity: Limerick Junction and Tipperary Rail Station; opportunity
to the extend the greenway to the junction and enhance the road between the
junction and the town; opportunities to have tourists from Dublin/Cork on day/
weekend package tours of the town and countryside

5. A Racecourse next to the junction and a strong equine tradition in the county
6. A magnificent golf course, ‘Pitch and Put’ course and famous Clanwilliam Rugby

Club- all of these sites are significant green corridors in their own right; the last
two sites are currently contributing to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and have been
established for some time for pollinators by the Hills Committee and Tipperary
TidyTowns who recently joined forces with TTBG

7. Impressive historical and built heritage with multiple associated layers of stories
for walking tours:

• Visits from Queen Victoria in 1861 and Prince Arthur in 1869

• Nationalism vs. colonialism (evictions, famine, tenants vs. landlords, 'New
Tipperary', crime and punishment

8. Host to the prestigious International Peace Awards; a proposed new ‘Peace
Garden’ or ‘Garden of Remembrance’ linked to the Remembrance Arch andMilitary
Barracks (theme appropriate site)

9. Archaeology: megaliths, mottes and wells associated with natural heritage
10. Stained glass (St. Mary’s, St Michael’s, The Workhouse Chapel (not far from Harry

Clarke-stained glass in Ballylooby) for a more niche subject tour.
11. “It’s a long way to Tipperary” – one of themost famous expat/diaspora/love songs

in the world



“Invite people back to the streets”.
– Eastern Alliance for Safe and

Sustainable Transport

Photo © Enda Guerin, Tipperary Town



4.8 Transport and Infrastructure
Objective

To effectively and speedily improve Tipperary Town’s infrastructure, to facilitate and attract employment and commercial development
and to improve the quality of life for our community and visitors.

Tipperary town has highlighted the need for rapid change to reduce carbon emissions and some solutions were recommended including the removal of traffic from the
main street to a bypass with a number of proposed junctions/roundabouts, a transition from cars to public transport including the use of rail for the transport of goods, a
pedestrianized main street and the introduction of cycle lanes to allow for a new green bio-diverse, climate friendly healthy, happy, multi-functional landscape space serving
citizens, tourists and immigrants.

Below: The columns of the Railway Bridge at Tipperary Halt



Many cities in the International Transport Forum (ITF) are attempting to harness the
advantages of cycling by introducing pro-cycling policies and frameworks whichwould
be important for Ireland who currently holds the presidency (2021) and ambitious
policies in the wake of ‘Covid-19’ would be beneficial (ITF, 2013). Policies include the
provision of cycling infrastructure (parking andcycle lanes) and theoperation ofpublic
bike-sharing systems. It may be wise to begin to look at how this can be achieved in
Tipperary town and how integrated ticketing, fares and service information as well as
physical integration can be achieved.

Tipperary town has two major rail assets:

1. Limerick junction - a major interchange station for trains originating in Limerick,
Dublin, Cork, Waterford, Tralee and Ennis

2. Tipperary Station/Halt at Garryskillane – with links to Waterford and Limerick
junction

It may be advantageous going forward to form a “Trainspotter” Group. This could
be used to begin to highlight and raise awareness to the economic advantages on
Tipperary’s doorstep and how they can be capitalised upon. Recommendations for the
transport of goods by train other than by road have a number of apparent advantages:

1. The reduction of emissions/greenhouse gases
2. Costs are much lower than by vehicle
3. Large quantities can be sent by train
4. Flexibility with types of merchandise
5. Low accident rate
6. No traffic congestion
7. Possibility of intramodality (with other transport methods)
8. Rail is highly capital intensive to construct and requires a consortium of players yet

already present in two locations in Tipperary
9. Rail is more efficient than roads in general
10. The creation of jobs

The introduction of non-motorised landscape services such as cycle paths linked to
the current and proposed green corridors including the River Ara have numerous
advantages:

1. Greater journey flexibility
2. Extends the range and attractiveness of public transport
3. A means for people living further away from the town to access the town
4. The reduction of emissions/greenhouse gases
5. Health benefits: weight management, improved physical strength of legs, posture

and co-ordination, very good for beginner’s fitness and an overall workout, good
for the treatment of cancer, the prevention of diabetes, overall holistic health,
opportunity to be outdoors in the fresh air and an introduction to have a deeper
more spiritual relationship with nature and biodiversity

6. The reduction of ‘person-hours’ in traffic congestion
7. Less time wasted looking for parking space
8. The reduction of travel costs for disadvantaged groups (who in turn seek cheaper

rental accommodation which in some instances occur in town peripheries)
9. The reduction of emissions in relation to the use of cheaper cars which can be

unsafe and toxic
10. The reduction in the use of poor road infrastructure which can damage vehicles

and thereby incur additional costs
11. The reduction or cessation of vehicle insurance, maintenance, operational and

acquisition costs
12. The reduction of road accidents
13. Petroleum resources are non-renewable
14. The creation of jobs

Green and blue infrastructure has the potential to solve urban and climatic challenges
by building with nature. Greenspace improves the overall health and wellbeing
of communities and visitors with better and more attractive living spaces to invite
migrants, investment and employment. In addition, the need for sustainable landscapes
has been increasingly highlighted due to the largescale usage of spaces by humans
resulting in loss of biodiversity.

Tipperary County and town needs a new action plan including detailed planning in
housing areas with new biotope protection areas and to begin to identify the need
for initiatives. Long term planning is necessary to reverse negative trends and it
is important now to look at all elements in nature and the landscape in a holistic
way, such as, aesthetics, biodiversity, community needs, tourism, infrastructure
and climate. New perspectives and new work methods are necessary in order to
consider the bigger picture to enhance biodiversity with sustainable ecosystems.
New and better knowledge in the qualities of landscapes and the appreciation of what
‘landscape’ entails must be highlighted with all actors from county administrative
boards and municipal authorities, landowners, users, entrepreneurs and stakeholder
organisations. Urban greenspaces need to be recognised as an essential part of urban
infrastructure – not as an add-on or as a ‘luxury’ and new and better tools for valuing
greenspace are necessary in order to take account of all the services that they offer
(UCL, 2014).



As defined by the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
“biological diversity” refers to the diversity
or variability of living organisms from
aquatic, marine, terrestrial and other
sources, their associated ecosystems
including genetic diversity, specific and
interspecific. Humans are reliant on
biodiversity for their health and well-
being and to support economic activities,
both directly or indirectly. Functioning
ecosystems and their ability to provide
“ecosystem services” are unattainable
without biodiversity. Biodiversity provides
us with clean air, clothing, dyes, food, fuel,
medicine, housing, recreation, shelter,
spiritualenrichmentandartistic inspiration.
It provides fertile soils, supports pollinators
and regulates our climate.

In 1992, the CBD was established and
ratified by Ireland in 1996. Globally,
biodiversity is said to be declining threated
by human activities as a consequence
of overexploiting wild species and
the conversion of land to agriculture,
however, there are many factors. In 2019,
Dáil Éireann declared a ‘Biodiversity
Emergency’. In tackling this crisis, the
Programme for Government committed

to “work in a supportive and constructive
way with those agencies and organisations
tasked with protecting our biodiversity
and natural heritage”. The National Parks
and Wildlife Service is a vital actor in the
protection of our natural heritage. The EU
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, launched
by the European Commission on 20 May
2020, proposes ambitious EU actions and
commitments to halt biodiversity loss in
Europe and worldwide.

The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030
(Appendix 1 ) and the CBD Strategic Goals
and Biodiversity targets (Appendix 2 )
are taken into consideration and The
National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP)
captures the objectives and targets to be
undertaken by a wide range of government,
civil society and private sectors to achieve
Ireland’s vision until 2021. A total of seven
objectives overseen and monitored by the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht (DCHG) working together with
the Biodiversity Working Group (BWG)
were identified for the NBAP:

Photo right: White prominent moth,
Leucodonta bicoloria by Shevaun Doherty

5. THE VISION FOR BIODIVERSITY
Ireland’s Vision for Biodiversity: “That biodiversity and ecosystems in Ireland are conserved and
restored, delivering benefits essential for all sectors of society and that Ireland contributes to
efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the EU and globally”



5.1 Objectives and Targets:
1. Mainstream biodiversity into decision-making across all sectors:

Shared responsibility for the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable
use of its components is fully recognised and acted upon, by all sectors;
strengthened legislation in support of tackling biodiversity loss in Ireland

2. Strengthen the knowledge base for conservation,management and sustainable
use of biodiversity:

Knowledge of biodiversity and ecosystem services has substantially advanced
out ability to ensure conservation, effective management and sustainable use
by 2021

3. Increase awareness appreciation of biodiversity and ecosystems services:

Enhanced appreciation of the value of biodiversity and ecosystem services
amongst policy makers, businesses, stakeholders, local communities, and the
general public

4. Conserve and restore biodiversity and ecosystem services in the wider
countryside:

Optimised opportunities under agriculture and rural development, forestry
and other relevant policies to benefit biodiversity; Principal pollutant pressures
on terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity substantially reduced by 2020;
Optimised benefits for biodiversity in Flood Risk Management Planning and
drainage schemes; Harmful invasive alien species are controlled and there
is reduced risk of introduction and/or spread of new species; Improved
enforcement of wildlife

5. Conserve and restore biodiversity and ecosystem services in the marine
environment:

Progress made towards good ecological and environmental status of marine
waters over the lifetime of the Plan; Fish stock levels maintained or restored
to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield, where possible, no later
than 2020

6. Expand and improve management of protected areas and species:

Natura2000networkdesignatedandundereffectiveconservationmanagement
by 2020; Sufficiency, coherence, connectivity, and resilience of the protected
areas network substantially enhanced by 2020; No protected species in
worsening status by 2020;majority of species in, or moving towards, favourable
status by 2021

7. Strengthen international governance for biodiversity and ecosystem services:

Strengthened support for biodiversity and ecosystem services in external
assistance; Enhanced contribution to international governance for biodiversity
and ecosystem services; Enhanced cooperation with Northern Ireland on
common issues; Reduction in the impact of Irish trade on global biodiversity
and ecosystem services



5.2 Ecosystem Services
Biodiversity, ecosystemservices and the economic, social, cultural and societal benefits
are vital for Ireland’s continued economic recovery and Ireland recognises the role of
our natural heritage for economic growth and the need for investment in biodiversity
through protection and rehabilitation of habitats fundamental to sustainability. In
2015, revenue from overseas tourism amounted to €6 billion (Fáilte Ireland, 2015),
although the value of biodiversity and benefits from ecosystem services and their
ability to provide same cannot simply be measured in financial terms and very little is
fully understood or appreciated according to the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS, 2017). Potential ecosystem services stocks listed by the NPWS are as follows:

1. Soil carbon (Regulation of greenhouse gases (carbon))

Soil organic matter is a heterogeneous mixture of organic compounds that are
highly enriched in carbon, ranging in decomposition from fresh plant residues
(leaf litter), to highly decomposed material known as humus. Organic carbon
levels of different soil types are directly related to the amount of organic matter
contained in soil from growth and death of plant roots and foliage, as well as
indirectly from the transfer of carbon-enriched compounds from roots to soil
microbes. Peat based soils contain the most carbon whilst sandy soils contain
much less. Tipperary TidyTowns recognises the importance of the regulation of
greenhouses gases and will contribute to the improvement and development of
soil organic matter quality by protecting the current planted areas and increasing
the number of planted areas in Tipperary town for the development of new soil
and the reduction of pesticide spraying to protect microbes necessary for plant
matter decomposition.

2. Vegetation carbon (Regulation of greenhouse gases (carbon))

Atmospheric carbon is sequestrated by and stored in vegetation through the
process of photosynthesis, resulting in vegetative growth. The more biomass
present in the vegetation the more carbon that is stored, with mature woodland
of higher importance and grasslands and bare ground providing a lesser amount
of carbon storage. Tipperary town benefits from the carbon sequestered by the
afforested Slievenamuck Hills, Banhsa wood, Dundrum wood and the 250 trees
already planted by Tipperary TidyTowns. The addition of new and improved
greenspaces in Tipperary town and associated trees, shrubs and flowerswill assist
in the regulation of greenhouse gasses.

3. Marine carbon (Regulation of greenhouse gases (carbon))

Atmospheric carbon is sequestrated by and stored in the marine environment
through the process of photosynthesis by phytoplankton with the resulting
microbes passing into the food chain. The other main method is via dissolution
and chemical reaction of carbon dioxide and water forming bicarbonate which is
likely to be stored in marine sediments. While Tipperary town is an inland town,
it is not exempt from the positive effects of marine carbon sequestration in the
holistic sense. All ecosystems are interconnected and need to be considered not
only in a local context but also at a global level.

4. Areas of Land that temporarily store water (Flood Control)

Regulation and mediation of liquid flows - land that temporarily stores water
helping to mitigate flooding. Increased climate variability will increase the risk of
both floods and drought, both of whichwill bemitigated against to varying degrees
by vegetation and substrate. For example, habitats such as woodlands have many
layers of vegetation, which help slow down the rain drops by friction. Therefore,
by the time they reach the ground they have, to some extent, been dispersed and
are subsequently travelling slowly enough to sink into the soil. The same applies
in Tipperary being in close proximity to native woodlands and afforested foothills
and including the trees planted to date by Tipperary TidyTowns.

5. Areas of Land Promoting Good Water Quality - (Regulation of Water
Quality)

Contribution of the land to the filtration and supply of fresh water and the
regulation andmaintenanceof the chemical conditionof freshwater –water quality
regulation. Urban tree plantations can assist in reducing throughfall through tree
canopies, lessening the impact of rainfall and stormwater runoff. Studies have also
demonstrated that trees irrigated with stormwater had greater height growth
and root density compared with those irrigated with tap water. Waterways and
lakes in and near urban areas can be polluted by soil erosion and water run off
may contain pollutants such as bacteria, fertilisers, fuels, herbicides, metals, oil,
organic compounds, pesticides and sewage. Through phytoremediation, many
of these chemicals can be transformed into less harmful substances and stored
in roots, stems and leaves. Tipperary town communities will have cleaner water
by managing existing natural vegetation and planting additional trees and other



vegetation which will be carried out by Tipperary TidyTowns together with the
local community and associated organisations going forward.

6. Areas of land supporting food production (nutrition from crops, livestock
and wild food).

This service includes land being used for producing crops, rearing livestock and
which could be used to forage for wild foods such as fungi and berries or hunting
game. Tipperary town and Tidytowns supports local farms, organic farmers and
niche businesses that create interesting products created fromthe land.Dispersed
throughout the town in the quarries, the Hills, road verges andwoodland are a host
of wild plants that have been used commonly in earlier times as a folk medicine, to
make dyes and for culinary medicine. In recent times, there has been a resurgence
in the use of these products in restaurants, to create non-timber forest products
and for home brewing. Local ethnobotanists, horticulturists andenvironmentalists
are exploring the diversity and sharing information with interested people.

7. Marine areas that provide food (Marine food Provision)

This service includes everything taken from the sea for human consumption. This
includes fish (marine and diadromous), shellfish, crustaceans, and algae, both
from wild harvest and from aquaculture. The value of aquaculture output in Co.
Tipperary in 2020 was €0.27m. Tipperary town recognises the importance of
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) for tourism and the relationship between the town
and wider county services (e.g., brown trout fishing at the Devil’s bit) and potential
for a greater symbiotic relationship where blue infrastructure and associated GI
can be promoted for collective benefits.

The most recent South Tipperary Biodiversity Action Plan, 2015 which requires a
current update has outlined a number of benefits attained from biodiversity:

1. Shelter, materials e.g., timber for construction; ash for hurleys
2. Food, fuel and fibre e.g., fish and livestock and crop varieties; apples for cider
3. Generation and renewal of soil fertility, including nutrient cycling; worms
4. Control of pests and disease; ladybirds eat greenfly when they overpopulate
5. Purification of air and water; trees on our streets and along our rivers
6. Moderation of floods, droughts, temperature extremes and the forces of wind;

vegetation absorbs water and releases slowly
7. Ability to adapt to change; a variety of ecosystems means we have a ‘plan B’ if

some of them are damaged
8. Pollination of plants, including many crops, oilseed rape for fodder and biofuels
9. Detoxification and decomposition of wastes; composting of kitchen waste
10. Provision of medicines (digitalin/digoxin heart medicine was first discovered

in the foxglove plant)
11. Maintenance of natural genetic resources for crop varieties and livestock

breeds, medicines, and other products; new blight-resistant ‘Sarpo Mira’
potatoes bred in 2005

“Without ecology,
there is no economy”

– Helen Nyul
“South Tipperary County Council is committed to taking an active lead in implementing this

plan, but the plan is for everyone and will only be successful if we all get involved”
– South Tipperary Biodiversity Action Plan



5.3 Biodiversity Records
While this is not an exhaustive list, there are 413 species (Appendix 25) recorded in the
Tipperary town area for the selected polygon including annelids, amphibians, birds,
ferns, flatworms, flowering plants, fungus, harvestman, insects (beetles, butterfly,
caddis fly, dragonfly, flea, hymenoptera, mayfly, moth, true bug, true fly), liverwort,
mollusc, moss and terrestrial mammals. Protected species, threated and invasive
species in Tipperary town under the EU Habitats Directive and Wildlife Acts are
listed below, some by their common name and some by their taxonomic names as per
records:

Protected species: common frog, smooth newt, barn owl, barn swallow, common
starling, common swift, house sparrow, black headed gull, common coot, common
grasshopper warbler, common kestrel,
common kingfisher, common linnet,
common pheasant, common shelduck,
common snipe, common starling,
common swift, common wood pigeon,
corn crake, Eurasian curlew, Eurasian
teal, Eurasian wigeon, Eurasian
woodcock, European golden plover;
great black-market gull, hen harrier,
herring gull, house martin, house
sparrow, lesser black backed gull, little
egret, little grebe, mallard, mew gull,
mute swan, northern lapwing, peregrine
falcon, rock pigeon, sand martin, sky
lark, spotted flycatcher, stock pigeon,
water rail, whooper swan, yellow
hammer, daubenton’s bat, Eurasian
badger, Eurasian red squirrel, pipistrelle,
soprano pipistrelle

Invasive Species: flatworm, japanese
knotweed, budapest slug, common
garden snail, jenkins’ spire snail, wrinkled
snail, american mink, eastern grey
squirrel, fallow deer

Threatened Species (near): insect, Andrena scotica and large red tailed bumble bee

Threatened (least concern): liverwort bifid crestwort, bog-moss flapwort, dilated
scalewort. fairy beads, forked veilworrt, grove earwort, heath earwort, jagged
germanderwort, mueller’s pouchwort, nees’ pellia, notched pouchwort, overleaf pellia,
two-horned pincewort, water earwort; common whorl snail, aloe haircap, anomalous
bristle moss, big shaggy moss, bird’s claw-beard moss, broom fork-moss, pincushion,
Bryum dichotomum, capillary thread-moss, clustered feather-moss, common feather
moss, common tamarisk-moss, crisped fork moss etc.

Threatened (vulnerable): brown snail, English chrysalis snail, heath snail, lake orb
mussel, point snail, smooth grass snail,
tree snail,

Threatened (endangered): moss
chrysalis snail, plated snail, prickly snail

For further details on national records
and sources of information on
biodiversity taxonomic groups for algae,
amphibians and reptiles, bats, birds,
bryophytes, freshwater fishes, fungi,
insects, bees, butterflies, land mammals,
lichens, non-insect invertebrates,
tunicates, vascular plants as well as
native trees and shrubs, Irish flora
records, the flora of Ireland, wildflowers
and pollinators, native and introduced
wildflowers, vegetation and invasive
species can be found in Appendices 4-24
which does not include marine fishes
and marine mammals.

Photo Left: National Biodiversity Data
Centre species list polygon for Tipperary
town and hinterland



5.4 Tipperary TidyTowns Biodiversity Initiative
Actions are currently being taken by Tipperary TidyTowns in collaboration with Tipperary
County Council, Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force, TTBG, resource centres,
environmental/biodiversity groups, businesses, residents groups, committees, schools, etc.
who have initiated the process in various capacities in order to create awareness, protect and
develop biodiversity in Tipperary town, summarised in the following actions:

1. Protection and development of established eco corridors (circa 63 locations and their
sub-locations) through the on-going maintenance of existing trees, hedges, waterways
andpollinator plants currently supportingwildlife/biodiversity aswell as the introduction
of additional pollinator trees, pollinator plants,wildflowers, plants for nesting, bug hotels,
bat/bird boxes etc. the reduction of chemical spraying and removal of invasive species

2. The creation of new eco corridors for pollinators linked to current corridors guided by
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP), in some instances by the ‘Don’t Mow, Let It Grow…
Yet’ and 'No Mow, No Spray' strategy for the creation of urban wildflower areas. Some
of the locations both in discussion or agreed but subject to residents' review include
Knockanrawley Resource Centre, Aherlow Court, Heights and Meadows, Cashel Road,
Pearse Park, Circle of Friends, Mercy Sisters, The River Ara, the railway, the excel centre
and other areas

3. Long established wildflower areas around the grassland verges in the Hills and rugby
club by the Hills Committee and Tipperary TidyTowns have also been added to the
above collaboration while more innovative and elaborate recommendations will be
included for the Hills in this plan to include more trees and conversion of the majority
of the Hills to a grand native wildflower meadow guided by the ‘Don’t Sow, Let It Grow’
and the ‘Don’t Mow, Let It Grow…Yet’’ initiative which in this instance has the ideal
environmental conditions for establishment. This will also support the Tipperary Town
Revitalisation Task Force Tourism Plan

4. On-going awareness creation and the promotion of biodiversity though generalwildlife
signage, new AIPP signage, social media and continued collaboration with associated
groups, organisations and professionals as well as new groups, organisations, individuals
and professionals inlcuding providing AIPP guidlines to all stakeholders and info on rare
species e.g. great yellow bumblebee, northen colletes (see task force biodiversity toolkit)

5. The development, creation and maintenance of new greenspace through collaboration
with residents, committees and the use of education and training e.g. hosting/
collaborating with TETB, Skillnet, LIT and a range of bodies

6. The promotion of adjacent eco corridors such aswoodlands andwaterways connecting
to Tipperary town



Exisiting and developing eco corridors in Tipperary
town such as areaswith trees, hedgerows, shrubs,plants,
waterways and grassland withmany already in line with
the AIPP*

Provisionally agreed AIPP* locations with Tipperary
TidyTowns, Tipperary County Council and TTBG

Tipperary Town Biodiversity Corridors

AIPP: All Ireland Pollinator Plan



5.5 The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan
Irish pollinators are in decline. Immediate attention is required in order to ensure
food production sustainability, to avoid economic impact on the agricultural sector
and associated secondary effects and to protect the health of the environment and
the ecosystem cycle.

The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) 2021-2025 is a new five-year road map to
help bees, other pollinators and our wider biodiversity. As the plan progresses, the
numbers of partners have been increasing in order to delivermore actions. There are
186 actions across 6 objectives listed below which will be taken into consideration:

1. Making farmland pollinator friendly: by working in partnership with local
organisations such as TTBG, the county council, resource centres, schools
and many other organic, horticultural and environmental groups, Tipperary
TidyTowns anticipate the inclusionof the farming community in a collaborative
context in future plans in relation to creating wildlife/green corridors and an
increased awareness and knowledge sharing of pollinators and their importance
and the resources necessary for their survival on farms through educational
initiatives.

2021-2025 (5 targets, 26 actions) summary:
• Build on successes of the first phase

• More direct engagement

• More training

• Build upon recent learning’s, particularly from the Protecting Farmland
Pollinators EIP (European Innovation Project)

• Raise awareness by celebrating farmland pollinators/biodiversity

• Track changes; monitor pollinators on farmland

2. Making public land pollinator friendly: byworking togetherwith Tipperary
County Council, Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force, TTBG, other
horticultural/botanical/environmental groups, transport authorities, residents
groups/committees, spiritual groups, business and the aforementioned,
Tipperary TidyTowns is currently continuing to establish wildlife corridors
to include wildflower seeded areas and pesticide/herbicide free, no mow
areas in order to naturally develop wildflower species diversity. A number of
new areas will be developed over time with various collaborators includingBombus horturm on knapweed, Shevaun Doherty



the newly formed TTBG and many other interested
parties. In support of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan, a
number of areas have been officially agreed upon for
promotional signage to reserve as sites for reduced
mowing for the establishment of wildflowers. Many of
the new trees, shrubs, bulbs and herbaceous perennials
will be introduced in accordance with the All-Ireland
Pollinator Planting Guidelines which will link up with
the currently established system.

2021-2025 (10 targets, 57 actions) summary:
• Build on successes of the first phase to encourage

more land to be managed for pollinators/
biodiversity

• More training; provide more technical advice:
Tipperary TidyTowns hopes to host educational
and training events

• Expand to new sectors (e.g., healthcare sites)
• Establish a ‘Pollinator/Biodiversity Trail’ to

celebrate excellent examples of restored pollinator
habitat across the island of Ireland and Tipperary
town

• Strengthen links with other initiatives, particularly
climate and health

• Track changes; monitor pollinators on public land

3. Making private land pollinator friendly: fromhome
gardens to businesses, social communities and sports
clubs, Tipperary Town TidyTowns aims to work in a
collaborative context to create awareness andnetworks
of biodiversity-friendly habitats.

2021-2025 (6 targets, 24 actions) summary:
• Build on successes of the first phase
• More engagement
• Gardens used for more general awareness raising
• Grow and better support the network of business

supporters -278 companies in Ireland as of the end
2020 (resource dependent)

• Expand to new sectors Botanical Illustration, Shevaun Doherty



4. All-Ireland Honeybee Strategy: local beekeepers will be supported in their
sustainable approach to beekeeping and a balanced approach to managed and
wild populations will be implemented to the best of the ability of all involved.
Using native plant specieswhere applicablewill assist in this endeavour. Tipperary
TidyTowns hopes to see local beekeepers joining forces.

2021-2025 (6 targets, 23 actions) summary:
• New stand-alone strategy that slots into the AIPP
• Establishment of a separate Honeybee Strategy Steering Group
• More collaboration within the sector
• Ensure honeybees part of a cohesive and balanced pollinator voice
• Healthy honeybees
• Better data

5. Conserving rare pollinators: awareness raising actions will be taken through
various initiatives to protect wild populations where possible.

2021-2025 (5 targets, 12 actions) summary:
• New objective to better address declines in rare pollinators
• Best practice advice
• Link to policy
• Raise awareness of rare pollinators
• Track changes

6. Strategic co-ordination of the Plan: continue raising awareness and track
where pollinators occur. An on-line bumblebee identification course is available at
the national Biodiversity Data centre at www.biodiversityireland.ie.

2021-2025 (6 targets, 44 actions) summary:
• 2021-2025 (6 targets, 44 actions) summary:
• New objective, more logical structure for phase II
• More general awareness raising
• More attempts to reach new audiences
• Identified new research priorities to support the 2021-2025 Plan
• Establish/maintain a suite of supporting databases
• Create a network structure for other supporting organisations

Photo right: White bee orchid, Apis apifera var. chlorantha by John Fogarty



Pollinator Status in Ireland

Honeybee There is one species of honeybee (Apis mellifera) in Ireland, which is managed and maintained by beekeepers. Ireland
has a vibrant and growing beekeeping sector. Research has shown that the island of Ireland has a pure population of
Apis mellifera mellifera, the native Irish black bee. Elsewhere in Northern Europe, the original home of Apis mellifera
mellifera, it has been severely hybridized. There are also some unmanaged free-living honeybee colonies, with some
colonies persisting naturally and unaided over multiple years. As a managed pollinator, the honeybee is not given a
formal conservation assessment. It is not considered to be under threat

Bumblebee 21 species, of which six are threatened with extinction from Ireland. An additional 3 species are near threatened.
Current trends within the All-Ireland Bumblebee Monitoring Scheme are based on eight common species for which
there is sufficient information to accurately assess changes. The current overall trend from 2012-2019 is a year-on-
year decline of 4.8%. Two of the eight individual species show statistically significant declines

Solitary bees 77 species, of which 24 are threatened with extinction. An additional 9 species are near threatened.

Hoverflies 180 species. An official conservation assessment has not yet occurred, but approximately 20% of species are
estimated to be under threat

Other Insects Other insects, such as butterflies, moths, beetles, wasps, and ants visit flowers and carry out small amounts of
occasional pollination. Although these insects may be frequent flower visitors, their presence does not always result
in consistent or successful pollination. On the island of Ireland, 18% of butterflies and 8% of macro-moths are
threatened with extinction. Butterfly populations are monitoring by the National Biodiversity Data Centre through
the Irish Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, which has been running since 2007. While the conservation status of most
other insects is unknown, evidence from elsewhere suggests that many species are in decline.

5.5.1 Pollinator Status in Ireland

“While honeybees face many threats, including pesticides and disease, honeybees are not endangered in
Ireland but are actually increasing. Having too many honeybees in the landscape can negatively impact
struggling wild bee populations. We need to halt declines in wild pollinators and create a balanced system

that has a diversity of pollinator types.” – the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan.



5.5.2 Actions for Pollinators

‘Actions for Pollinators’ is an onlinemapping system that allows everyone to register their actions which is managed by theNational BiodiversityData Centre. Associated policies
and locations that Tipperary TidyTowns hope to become more deeply involved with over time through collaboration are recommended by the national plan as follows:

1. Artists: Shevaun Doherty, botanical/biodiversity artist for this plan, the All
Ireland Pollinator Plan and has produced the artwork for many Irish stamps
has expressed interest in tendering to create a mural with ‘Waterford Walls’
for Tipperary town

2. Blueways: The River Ara project is to commence in due course and
the planting plan contains areas reserved for native trees, apple trees,
wildflowers and native hedgerows

3. Businesses: AIPP pollinator plants recommended for Tipperary main street
hanging baskets/window boxes and Clarkes Tyres to provide a meadow
space for wildflowers

4. Central government: to follow central government policies and guidelines
from the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment

5. Convents: The Sisters of Mercy Convent who are not currently following any
management program have expressed an interest in participating in the AIPP
program to sow wildflower seed (10/05/2022)

6. Council actions: currently collaborating with Tipperary County Council,
TTBG, Three Drives, KRC, the Hills Committee, consultants and other groups
in the establishment of pollinator corridors

7. Environmental NGO’s: Tipperary hopes to work with the Irish Environmental
Network and is already associated with organisations such as An Taisce,
Bat Conservation Ireland, Birdwatch Ireland, Irish Wildlife Trust, Leave-No-
Trace, The Native Woodland Trust, The Organic Centre and has planting
recommendations from the IUCN Red List species in this plan

8. Faith Communities: St. Mary’s Church of Ireland have expressed interest in
participating and currently in discussion with their superiors; St. Michael’s
Church are having discussions with their eco spiritual group as to a feasible
option

9. Farmers: to co-ordinate with town and county farmers for information
sharing, data recording, protection of hedgerows, planting trees and

wildflower meadows for pollinators, leaving margins for pollinators, reducing
chemical spraying, providing nesting areas for bees

10. Gardens: the organisation regularly co-ordinates with KRC organic garden
in educational and promotional activities as well as sowing wildflower seed
each year for pollinators managed by the garden leader/volunteer Timmy
Whyte

11. Golf Courses: Tipperary Pitch and Putt are leaving areas fallow for
the development of wildflower/pollinator zones and are also planting
wildflowers annually for many years with the Hills Committee/TidyTowns;
the Golf Club at Rathanny has many wonderful pollinator plants, trees and
shrubs for bees. Ballykistten could also be included

12. Group Water Scheme Sites: primary discussion with Irish Water but awaiting
further response

13. Heritage Properties: Plans to fully restore the Courthouse and Bridewell
with a green area at the rear of the property which will eventually include
pollinator plants

14. Housing Estates: Plants from the AIPP are recommended for every housing
estate where residents have expressed interest in planting trees or
pollinators - any plant that has an asterisk (*); Pearse Park young residents
assisted KRC and TTBG to plant under trees to prevent/reduce chemical
spraying

15. Landfill Sites: Discussion with Donohill waste disposal/recycling centre who
have an interest in creating heather flower beds with pollinators or having
planters with pollinator trees and plants

16. Local communities/organisations: TTBG have highlighted some proposed/
provisionally agreed areas around the town for pollinator corridors with
Tipperary TidyTowns and the county council which includes estates such as
Knockanrawley and the resource centre who grow pollinators every year, the
Limerick Road (which already has some plants in line with the AIPP), schools,
the hills (TidyTowns/the hills committee have been doing this for years but



5.5.3 Native Pollinator Friendly Trees

Species Flowering Time

Juneberry Tree
Amelanchier x grandiflora
‘Robin Hill’

Small white flower April. Good
autumn colour

Upright Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna ‘Stricta’

White flowers May

Pillar crab
Malus tschonoskii

Scented white flowers May. Can set
fruit.

Callery pear
Pyrus calleryana
‘Chanticleer’

White flowers April-May. Can set
fruit.

Rowan
Sorbus acuparia and Sorbus
spp. and cultivars
‘Wisley Gold’, ‘John Bond’

White flowers May-June Lime:

Lime
Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’
Tilia x europaea ‘Euchlora’

Pale yellow flowers June-Jul

have agreed to leave some areas fallow for pollinators), St. Mary’s , the Excel
Centre, Dundrum road, railway lines and the River Ara (a plan already in place
for this project with the county council and VESI Environmental)

17. Property Development Sites: The vacant site on Rosanna road has a natural
wildflower meadow/wetland at present with oxeye daisy, buttercup and
ragged robin. Can this area be saved from development?

18. Railways: awaiting response from Limerick junction/Tipperary Halt

19. Roundabouts: included in the list of pollinator corridors and this plan has
AIPP pollinator planting plans recommended for each of these locations for
residents to choose from

20. Resource Centres: Circle of Friends, KRC and Three Drives are collaborating
with TidyTowns and the county council to sow wildflower seed for
pollinators

21. Schools and Campuses: The Abbey School are hosting the River Ara
Project on their premises which will include hedgerows, apples trees and
wildflowers; the schools in the town are working on projects such as a
collaboration between Ardscoil Na Mara in Tramore and the Abbey school
for biodiversity but have yet to link in with the AIPP; the Monastery School
has an orchard

22. Sports Clubs: Clanwilliam Rugby Football Club (F.C.) are leaving areas fallow
for wildflowers and also sowing wildflower seed in some locations

23. Town Parks: Tipperary Hills forming part of the Esker range has been used
for numerous projects such as leaving areas fallow for dandelions and other
pollinator plants, sowing wildflower seed along the grassy edges as well as
pollinating shrubs, some both on and off the AIPP

24. Transport authorities/corridors: approach roads included in the list of
pollinator corridors and this plan has AIPP pollinators recommended for
each of these locations for residents to choose from

25. Wind Farms: Energia wind farm at Hollyford Hills, Cappaghwhite awaiting
response



5.5.4 Native Pollinator Friendly Hedgerows
Planting hedges in urban locations will vary from site to site. Not all locations will be appropriate for the use of such hedging. Native hedging for pollinators will be protected in
various locations around the town following the AIPPguidelines e.g. Carrowclough. The following is a list of flowering shrubs and trees for hedging according to theAIPP friendly
planting list.* There is also a list of species that should not be used.** Refer to Tipperary Town Biodiversity Toolkit for information regarding hedging in line with the AIPP

1. Bramble
Rubus fructicosus (May-Sept)

2. Broom
Cytisus scoparius (Apr-Jun)

3. Blackthorn/sloe
Prunus spinosa Flowers in March – June

4. Crab apple (and dwarf varieties)
Malus sylvestris,
Malus ‘Coralcole’
Host to the mistletoe (Viscum album), it flowers
for approx. 10 days mid-spring

5. Elder
Sambucus nigra (May-Jun)

6. Gorse
Ulex spp. (Jan –Dec)

7. Willow/goat willow/pussy willow/ great sallow/
sally/black sally
Salix caprea
Catkins appear Jan- March turning yellow in
March

8. Willow/grey willow
Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia

9. Hazel
Corylus avellana (Feb to April)

10. Rowan/mountain ash/quicken tree
Sorbus aucuparia
Flowers March - May

11. Whitethorn/hawthorn/may flower/may blossom
Cratageus monogyna, Flowers April to June

12. Wild Cherry/sweet cherry
Prunus avium
Flowering April to May

13. Guelder Rose
Viburnum opulus (June –July)

14. Honeysuckle
Lonicera periclymenum (Jun –Oct)

15. Ivy
Hedera helix (Sept-Nov)

16. Raspberry
Rubus sp. (Jun-Aug)

17. Rowan
Sorbus aucuparia (May-Jun)

18. Whitebeam
Sorbus aria (May-Jun)

19. Wild Privet
Ligustrum vulgare (May-Jul)

20. Wild Rose/dog rose
Rosa canina (Jun-Jul)

Right: Bumble bee on ragwort by artist
Shevaun Doherty

* The temporary AIPP professional pollinator friendly planting code 2018-2020 which comprises a more diverse range of pollinator plants is available
at the National Biodiversity Ireland Data Centre and comprises a huge proportion of non-native plants. www.biodiversityireland.ie

**These species are not recommended for hedgerows: Horse Chestnut, Beech, Laburnum, Lilac, Lime. These species can be considered invasive and
should not be planted: Fuchsia, Cherry Laurel, Rhododendron, Sycamore, Snowberry



5.6 Wildflowers: To sow or not to sow?

“Wildflower” is not an exact term but can be described as a plant that grows and
reproduces naturally in the wild and was not planted by humans. It generally but not
always implies that the plant is not a hybrid or cultivar and in more precise terms is a
native species. Some introduced species naturally occurring though are also referred
to by some as “wildflowers” and as they increase in popularity due to increased
awareness in the decline of pollinators, many non-native species are being planted.
The majority of wildflower seed sold in nurseries contain a mixture of native and non-
native or non-local species.

Irish native insects have co-evolved with native-flowering plantswhere they forage for
nectar andpollen responding to the colour, scent,
size and location of the plants. Arguments have
beenmadeagainst seedmixes thatdonotcontain
native species which have been suggested could
become invasive and reduce pollinator diversity
by being unable to provide adequate nutrients
in their diets or at the right time of year. Mixes
may also contain seeds that are not suitable for
the soils of the location or contain native but
genetically indistinct populations not adapted
to the local conditions. Non-local plants could
potentially swamp locally adapted populations
to cope with local biological pressures such as
disease, competition and herbivory. Seed mixes
can also contain varieties of native species bred
for colour, hardiness and contain less nectar or
pollen. Mixtures may also contain species that
flower in one season instead of providing for a
longer flowering period.

The best source of seed is the local seed bank –
the soil - when they are in a dormant state. Given
the opportunity, these seeds will germinate and
grow. The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan has come
up with a strategy: “Don’t Mow, Let it Grow…Yet”
and many local communities and businesses are
now taking on the plan as is Tipperary town.
This currently includes some areas where non-

native seed has already been planted for many successive years and long established in
the ground. The photo below while still low in species diversity is an example of what
an area can look like if left fallow without human interference or chemical spraying.
Unfortuately this field in Tipperary town will be lost to development, much to the
disappointment of local environmentalists.

Photobelow:Naturally occurringwildflowermeadow inTipperary townwithbuttercup,
oxeye daisy, Leucanthemum vulgare and ragged robin, Lychnis flos-cuculi



In saying all that, it has not been established entirely the adaptability or lack thereof of
all bees to non-native flowers and urban locations are notorious for the use of mixed
planting schemes including non-native flowering trees, shrubs, perennials, bedding
plants and wildflowers. In fact, the All Ireland Pollinator Friendly Planting code is
comprised of flowering plants which for the majority are not native to Ireland at all,
many coming from America, China, Turkey and Iran (Appendix 22). As a consequence,
some level of adaptability through natural selection could be present in bees in urban
locations and this subject is worthy of further research.

This landscapeplanwill be selective as to howandwhere it chooses tomow, not tomow,
to sow seed and not to sow. The landscape plan must also consider other challenges
in the development/management of sites such as health and safety, aesthetics and
the promotion of tourism and the indiscriminate planting of “wildflowers” will not
be adopted and alternatively a “horses for courses” approach will be vital for going
forward. For this reason, some areas such as new recommendations/developments for
the naturally occurring sandy esker range will be treated as “Don’t Mow, Let It Grow…
Yet” native meadow whereas some heavily trafficked approach roads will receive a
more aesthetically ‘bespoke’ planting scheme for wildflowers. The various approaches
to the creation of wildflower areas are listed as follows:

• ‘Don’t Mow, Let It Grow…Yet’ explained further on in the establishment of native
wildflower meadows according to the AIPP plus the ‘Don’t Sow, Let It Grow’
initiative aligned to the AIPP

• ‘Don’t Mow, Let It Grow…Yet’ with added native seed mixes aligned to the AIPP
• A bespoke wildflower seed mix comprised of annuals and perennials inspired by

other successful projects followed by ‘Don’t Mow, Let it Grow...Yet’ aligned to the
AIPP and ideal for approach roads and roundabouts

• A ‘wildflower style’ planting scheme with pollinating perennials aligned to the
AIPP which are ideal for approach roads and roundabouts

The following is a good friendly wildflower list for pollinators according to the AIPP
and a good study list for learning how to dry, clean, store and collect.

1. Bird’s foot trefoil, Lotus corniculatus - Aug
2. Devil’s Bit Scabious, Succsia pratensis - Sept
3. Field Scabious, Knautia arvensis - Sept
4. Harebell, Campanula rotundifolia – Sept
5. Knapweed, Centaurea nigra – Sept
6. Meadow vetchling, Lathyrus pratensis - Aug
7. Other Vetches, Vicia spp. - Oct

8. Oxeye Daisy/Dog Daisy, Leucanthemum vulgare - Sept
9. Red Bartsia, Odontites vernus (annual) – end of Sept
10. Selfheal, Prunella vulgaris – from July onwards
11. Woundwort, Stachys spp. – from July onwards
12. Yellow-rattle, Rhianthus minor (annual) -July

The full list of wildflowers suitable for meadows are available in Appendix 22.

The creation of wildflowermeadows requiresmaintenance and can be divided into the
following options:

1. A short flowering meadow whereby the grass is mown every 4-6 weeks. This
allows for low growing plants such as clover and dandelions to emerge.

2. A long flowering meadow whereby the grass is cut once in September.
Management is sub-divided into the following guidelines:
a. The nutrient rich cut sward is removed from the site and can be used as
a winter animal feed . Arrangements could be made with local farmers in
conjunction with the county council. In the Burren region, a rotational cattle
grazing system is the preferred option.
b. Should the soil remain fertile after the cut, large and fast-growing perennial
weeds which may be good for biodiversity but will dominate such as thistles,
hogweed, ragwort and nettles which will need to be removed in order to
maintain plant species diversity.
c. Patience is required in order to achieve the desired outcome. Meadow
growth can start out species poor, with a lot of grasses and weeds already
mentioned. It may be necessary to cut twice in the year in July for the first 2-3
years depending on the fertility of the soil. The Hills will likely not pose that
problem as it forms part of the esker range and choosing the right location for
this approach is always a smart recommendation. It may be the case that the
sward becomes species poor for a time.
d. After species poor stage, the meadow may move into species sparse stage,
where species such as buttercup and ox eye daisy are predominant which is a
good sign that the meadow is heading in the correct direction.
e. At this species sparse stage, yellow rattle seed can be added which is a
parasitic plant supressing grass growth and is recommended by the AIPP but
it is important to mention that this is an entirely introduced species and not
natural to some locations; this plant should only be used in locations that really
need it. It is very unlikely that the Tipperary Hills will need it but that can be
assessed over time.



5.7 The NeighbourWood Scheme

Funding is available under the NeighbourWood (NBR) scheme for the establishment of
close-to-home woodland amenities for public use and enjoyment and is available to
both public and private landowners. Funding is available under three elements:
1. For establishment on new areas and open ‘greenfield’ sites
2. The enhancement of existing woodland
3. For the installation of recreational facilities submitted underNBR establishment/

enhancement or (b) for the installation of recreational facilities in existing
woodland not submitted under NBR establishment/enhancement

User Groups

1. People of all ages and abilities
2. Family visits and picnics
3. Dog walkers
4. Walkers/Joggers
5. Schools’ outdoor classroom

Species Requirements

The following is the list of evergreen and broadleaf trees to be used under the NBR
scheme.

Broadleaf

1. Common alder (Alnus glutinosa)
2. Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
3. Downy birch (Betula pubescens)
4. Silver birch (Betula pendula)
5. Wild cherry (Prunus avium)
6. Spanish chestnut (Castanea sativa)
7. Lime (Tilia cordata)
8. Norway maple (Acer platanoides)
9. Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur)
10. Sessile oak (Quercus petraea)
11. Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia)
12. Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus)
13. Hazel (Corylus avellana)
14. Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)

15.

Conifers

1. Austrian pine (Pinus nigra var. nigra)
2. Coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens)
3. Corsican pine (Pinus nigra var. maritima)
4. Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii)
5. European larch (Larix decidua)
6. Grand fir (Abies grandis)
7. Hybrid larch (Larix x eurolepis)



8. Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta)
9. Monterey pine (Pinus radiata)
10. Norway spruce (Picea abies)
11. Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris)
12. Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis)
13. Western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla)
14. Western red cedar (Thuja plicata)

Invasive

1. Rhododendron (Rhododendron spp.)
2. Cherry laurel, (Prunus laurocerasus)
3. Red osier dogwood, Cornus sericea
4. Japanese knotweed, Fallopia japonica and F. sachalinensis
5. Himalayan balsam, Impatiens gladulifera
6. Snowberry, Symphoricarpos sp.

The planting of conifers has been highlighted as a matter of concern in Ireland due
to claims on low levels of biodiversity and negative effects on biodiversity including
freshwater habitats and as a consequence, it has been mistakenly reported that there
are no benefits from coniferous trees. However, the main issue requiring emphasis
is with the effects of monoculture systems which can be low in species diversity
and detrimental when there are pest and disease outbreaks. Single species are more
vulnerable when affected or smaller neighbouring habitats can be overpowered by
insects and disease from larger ones. Clear felling of plantations can limit resources for
wildlife while mechanical harvesting can have an effect on soils and affect understorey
growth and removal of the canopy can negatively affect other zones. Since in Ireland,
almost 50%of the forest estate is comprisedof Sitka spruce, theconcern isnot entirely
unfounded.

The basic biodiversity of coniferous forests can include bug eating birds such as wood
pigeon, marsh tit, grey tit, blue tit, coal tit, thrush and blackbird. The forest provides
nesting areas and perching areas for birds of prey such as Eurasian eagle owl, grey
owl, bald eagle; habitats for mammals such as bats, deer, rabbits, foxes, squirrels and
insects such as ants, beetles, millipedes, weevils, moths, hoverflies. There are plenty
of canopy, sub-canopy, ground canopy and deadwood invertebrates, fungi, lichens,
bryophytes and vascular plants. Canopies of deciduous trees eventually disappear as

the leaves fall and many birds have a preference for evergreens. Conifers improve the
air quality removing three times more C02 from the air than any other trees. Their
biologically active substances destroy pathogens such as tuberculosis and the air is
measured at only 200-300 bacteria/m3. It can relive insomnia, fatigue and nervous
tension and the needles contain 200mg% of vitamin C; the tannins from pine cones
can protect against stroke and provide protection from H1N1 virus. The antioxidant,
DHA is a natural immune system booster (Plescon, 2017). They also provide summer
shade, wind protection and privacy (Wiseman, 2019). Mixed systems of both broadleaf
and coniferous trees are a sensible option which can help to eliminate the use of
biological and chemical controls with greater organism resistance. Diversity offers a
more sustainable balanced system for forestry.

Drawbacks with the Scheme:

1. It strictly prohibits planting in areas where there are lines, avenues, shelterbelts,
roadside trees, small isolated pockets or projects subjected to an incompatible
activity – this automatically excludes significant biodiversity areas in the town in
need of enhancement

2. There is a very limited tree list for urban planting which can be challenging
depending on site location requirements such as size, proximity to houses,
security, maintenance and aesthetics – is the site to be developed as an urban
parkwith trees or as a forest…?The implicationswill need to bemade exceedingly
clear with residents during consultation phase as strict management policies
apply

3. Many plants recommended in the all-Ireland pollinator planting friendly
code which may be necessary to use as understory plants and may be strictly
prohibited for “woodland” planting, thereby encroaching on landscape plans
to increase the numbers of pollinators, to improve aesthetics and to reduce/
eliminate management entirely. No understory species list is provided;
information manual links are no longer available and it is not clearwhether there
will be a clash in requirements between the two plans

4. Vegetation management is required under the scheme
5. Projects removed from the obvious ‘user group’ are not allowed
6. Projects dominated by intensive landscaping involving standards, stakes and

tree guards are not allowed although acceptable in a high profile areas such as
an entrance/ carpark

7. It requires an environmental suitability pass



6. EDIBLE ESTATES
This initiative is one of the proposed actions under the Climate Adaptation Action Summary of the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force Climate Adaptation Sub-Group and
potentially linkingwith the Task Force Social Inclusion plan, if approved going forward. ‘Edible Estates’ – rethinking greenspace in order to promote community and food growing
is a community project which was created by Fritz Haeg in 2005 in theU.S.A in the revival of the Victory garden by encouraging families to volunteer their lawns to be converted
into kitchen gardens. Those who volunteered saw numerous benefits from personal to environmental while contributing to zero packaging ('Leave-no-Trace'), personal and
local well-being and healthy clean foodpractices. Sourcing produce from the front lawn also cuts out the need for delivery from farm to packaging centre, to distribution centre,
to shop, to home which reduces toxic emissions from vehicles. The project evolved on a global scale and was established sucessfully in Edinburgh in a partnership of several
organisations working together to promote community food growing projects which works well with social housing estates. There is great scope for a similar plan in Tipperary
and this action plan forms part of the community development of the towns estates linked to culinary gardening and biodiversity in some of the housing estates of Tipperary town.

The project advised/directed by the task force/
experts and supported by an appointed social
inclusion coordinator while coordinated by the
Community Lisison Officer and Community
Development Coordinator will tackle social
issues e.g. litter, rodents and vandalism by
working together with Tipperary TidyTowns,
resource centres and residents to create a sense
of stewardship and comraderie in preparation
for projects such as these. Volunteers such
as garden leader, Timmy Whyte have been
crucial for the implementation of community
based food growing intiaitves and community
based projects. Tipperary TidyTowns hope to
become much more heavily involved through
collaboration with the centres as well as
hosting training and sustainable development
initiatives for the estates in association with
many other organisations as well e.g. Men’s
Shed, Youth Service, committees and residents
networks, Jobs 4 Tipp, TETB, schools, county
council, environmentalists and associated
professionals.

Photo left: Students busy at work in the organic
garden at Knockanrawley Resource Centre



7. THE RESOURCE CENTRES
7.1 Knockanrawley Resource Centre
“Integrity, integrity, integrity”
There are many nice words that could be used to describe Timmy White but two of
the most appropriate are ‘humility’ and ‘integrity’. Timmy is an avid organic gardener
and has been the main person in Tipperary town behind the preservation of organic
gardening for the past twenty years through his diligent voluntary contribution to the
Knockanrawey Resource Centre organic garden and many other organisations.

Timmy provides a ‘hands-on’ ‘Steiner-like’ approach to the garden. He has a particular
interest in culinarygardeningandhasbeen involved inhorticulture for thepast 50years.
He began as a captain at the National School garden vegetable plots in 6th class while
working in a nursery in the evenings with his father John in forestry propagation. As a
teenager, he worked in Kearney’s Nurseries in Galbally with forestry and ornamental
trees, shrubs, hedging, fruit, bedding and roses. He went on to Brennan’s Nursery in
the Glen of Aherlow and was involved in plant propagation by seed and cuttings. He
became skilled in seedling identification and plant protection. He took his skills to
O Sullivan’s wholesale Nursery in Lisvernane which specialised in the production of
leyland cypress, and constructed home-made polythene houses to protect and root up
to 200,000 plants per annum. Here he also produced shrubs from Dutch supplied seed
and re-produced more from stock plants.

He travelled for a couple of years before returning to Halligans Construction Company
where he worked in carpentry craft with various woods such as beech, deal, pine and
teak. He developed a deeper appreciation for woods such as bird’s eye maple, cherry,
mahogany, oak and rosewood and enhanced his skills in furniture restoration and
French polishing where he honed his wood grain identification skills.

Timmy eventually became involved in the creation of the Tipperary town
Knockanrawley Resource Centre registered organic garden which he currently leads
and is very strict in using only organic species and on the total exclusion of chemical
sprays. He is not an advocate for monsanto-like systems. He enjoys creating organic
compost, water gardens, increasing biodiversity and is very interested in pollinators -
bees and butterflies in particular and the use of bio-dynamic systems. Not only that,
Timmy provides a selfless and accommodating way of being with all kinds of people

which fosters collaboration, trust, natural enquiry and real community spirit. He has
completed an Advanced Course in Facilitiation Skills and teaches plant propagation,
old methods for growingpotatoes -his demonstration videos available on Facebook, as
well as growing salads, vegetables and woodwork. Timmy has a keen interest in plant
related folklore, pishogues, storytelling, healing wells and water, bio-energy healing
and acupuncture. He enjoys music and drama, giving plant walks, hosting garden day
trips, the use of wild herbs formedicine, listening to the wind, the elements and using
the human senses (Timmy Whyte pers. commun).

Going forward, Timmy is supportive of
the ‘Edible Estates’ initiative while the
resource centre will also continue under
Social Inclusion programmes (SICAP)
including support to residents groups/
networks and community enhancement
programmes (CEP). The organic garden
will continue to support the allotment
projects, organic vegetable growing
training component, awareness raising
events, ‘Zero Waste’ festivals and ‘Circle
Economy’. Emer Leahy, centre manager
hopes to become themain sustainability
hub for Tipperary Town (Emer Leahy
pers. commun). The centre also aims
to collaborate with Youthwork Ireland
(YWI), the ‘Social Conscience Youth
Group’ and ‘Active Hope’ Training. The
centre intends to facilitate meaningful
youth engagement in Climate Policy
and engagement with regional &
national issue-based forums for Socially
Excluded Youth Voice.

Photo right: TimmyWhite in theOrganic
Garden



7.2 Three Drives Resource Centre FRC

The Family Resource Centre (FRC) Programme is a national programme core funded by Tusla, the child and family agency, which provides funding to over 100 FRC’s in Ireland.
The principal objective of the FRC programme is to combat disadvantage and to strengthen and empower children, families and communities to achieve the five National
Outcomes. The programme involves local communities in addressing the issues they face, and creates meaningful partnerships for social change between voluntary and
statutory agencies. Through their voluntary board of directors FRCs work from community development principles. They are committed to ensuring that all children and
families have equal rights to participate in society.

Three Drives FRC Planting Border and Allotments



A mixed border was constructed by Three Drives
Resource Centre, John Brogan and the service
users for planting up. The first half of the border
contains vegetable allotments which can be
useful to teach people how to grow a range of
vegetables. Some areas could also be reserved for
growing pollinating kitchen herbs of choice such
as bergamot, borage, catmint, chives, comfrey,
fennel, hyssop, lavender, lemon balm, marjoram,
mints, myrtle, rosemary, sage and thyme. This year
to encourage biodiversity, family support worker,
Marian Clarke who recently put together a local
biodiversity group (TTBG) planted sunflowers
(native to Mexico) to encourage birds. Doves,
goldfinches, house finches, jays and sparrows may
like these plants.

A small fund of €200 has been provided to tidy
up the shrub border to purchase Hebe spp.
pollinator shrubs. A wildflower patch was sown for
pollinators. Further along the wall, an established
thick hedgerow supports all kinds of wildlife such
as bats, birds, butterflies and many insects. This
summer, the resource centre hosted a biodiversity
course in collaboration with TETB. Albert Nolan,
heritage expert came to talk about insects and bats.
Other plants which may be suitable for the border,
if there is room are herbaceous perennials, which
are beautiful to enhance an area andmany are great
for pollination. Easy and very fast growing useful
plants for enhancement or pollination are Achillea
spp.*, Aconitum sp.*, Aquilegia spp.*, Campanula
spp.*, Chrysanthemum spp.*, Delphinium spp.*,
Dicentra sp., Eremurus sp., Echinacea spp.*,
Japanese anemone*, Penstemon spp., Phlox
spp.*,Valeriana spp.,Verbascum spp.*, Veronica
spp.* and Veronicastrum sp.* to name a few.

Photo right: Example of a herbaceous border including
achillea, bergamot, borage, forget-me-not, lupin, salvia,
peony and verbena which would suit the border at Three
Drives Allotments

*AIPP Friendly Planting Code



A games pitch dominates the green which is used intermittently by the
residents. Suggestions were made to reduce the size of the pitch bearing in
mind that children can continue to play sports and games. The following is
a provisional plan created by Marian Clarke for the area which is subject to
further consultation by residents.

There is potential for the development of mixed use sites in Tipperary estates
and their construction could be used as a means to support training and
local employment in construction skills, landscaping, horticulture and the
promotion of biodiversity. While there was an objection to placing seating in
the area to prevent anti-social behaviour, this could potentially be resolved
with security cameras linked to the Garda station.

Photo top right: Allotments with leek planted by Marian Clarke with service
users of Three Drives Resource Centre and local residents

Photo bottom right: The Allotments in August 2021



7.3 MooreHaven Garden
MooreHaven Centre provides services and supports to
adults who are referred to their service or are graduating
from school services to adult services. Their mission is to
support adults with an intellectual disability and to help
them to develop and grow to their full potential through
their Day and Residential service. Their Day service
comprises a 2.5 year foundation skills programme which
comprises QQI Certification, health, social gain and living
skills, further training and supported/open employment.
Service Users can study modules in life skills, workskills/
experience, IT technology, woodwork and horticulture.
There are a host of other supported activities including
cooking, arts and crafts, gym, photography, reflexology,
knitting, swimming and many more. MooreHaven has
also job coaching/supported employment services,
autism support services, external support services and
a residential service. The centre also employs a fully
qualified horticulturist, Mairéad Ryan on a full time basis
who has worked with the service users in their sensory
garden and garden centre, making them an exceptionally
significant resource centre in terms of economic, social
and environmental sustainability and one of the largest
employers in Tipperary town.

MooreHaven pride themselves in their contribution to greening Tipperary town, biodiversity and sustainability. Their beautiful sensory garden constructed circa 9 years
ago by service users and staff was funded by the Tipperary Arts Council. Local sculptor, Lynn Kirkham was involved with the centre who initially welcomed the centre to
her home in Templemore to gain inspiration for the garden. This is where the plan and groundwork design for the garden came about with service users. Rodger Cronin
helped with the groundworks. Roses and herbs such as lavender for bees, buddleja for butterflies and birch for birds to perch on were planted. Many nesting birds found
homes in the wall climbers, both wild and cultivated. Sculptures representing the pollinating insects were set into the paving. Wooden shed spaces, a pergola and swing
were wonderfully constructed by service users lead by the gifted hand of Joe Franklin. The electrically powered pond and water fountain, inspired by the Glen of Aherlow
brought sounds of mountain river streams to the tranquil space. Flowerpots filled with herbs, vegetables, fruit and pollinators add to the well-kept space.

Leading by example, MooreHaven have been the pioneering resource centre in the promotion of green lifestyles and climate adaptation in the heart of the town through
their garden centre, growing tunnel and glasshouse which are at least 28 years old. Up until the global health crisis, service users had producedmany plants which were sold
on to the public through the centre. Flower baskets were produced for the main street of Tipperary town. The centre hopes to find new innovative approaches to building
on their contribution to tackling greenhouse gases, increases in temperature, air pollution control, noise attenuation, shelter, protection fromwater run-off, holistic health,
increased biodiversity and reproduction of species through new awareness raising initiatives including the use of more plants to meet those needs and for pollinators. New
bug hotels, bat and bird boxes will also be included.



MooreHaven has also been involved in culinary
gardening for many years growing fruit, organic
herbs and vegetables, supporting Irish organic seed
suppliers and plans to complete the process of
conversion to full organic status. The centre currently
uses lowmaintenance ground cover such as juniper for
biodiversity and the prevention of weeds and the use of
chemicals. In an upcoming introductory presentation,
the centre is also exploring the potential for an
innovative herb and edible flower project introducing
glasshouse and polytunnel plant propagation by
seed, plant husbandry, IPM techniques, harvesting
techniques, post-harvest management with a view to
supply to local restaurants and cafes.

The centre looks forward to finding new and innovative
ways of interacting with the public and see potentials
for open days, outdoor dining, sharing food with
the public, outdoor heath, exercise and meditation
days through the greenspace, new greenspace and
welcome Tipperary citizens and tourists to the centre,
according to covid19 guidelines. The centre has also
been inspired by the garden for creative ‘junk kouture’
projects which is a global platform to unleash the
creative brilliance of young people.

The centre currently enjoys working with the
Knockanrawley Resource Centre under the Ability
Programme together with the Irish Wheelchair
Association (IWA), Rehab Care and Scoil Chormaic in
Cashel who also refer their students to MooreHaven
for training. MooreHaven is involved in a social
farming project with a farmer in lattin, through
Tipperary Healthy Ireland supported by the social
farming development officer for Waterford LEADER
partnership. The centre also sees potentials for tailored
approaches to collaboration with professionals
and Tipperary TidyTowns in the development of
greenspace for this landscape plan.

Photo left: Mosaic by Lynn Kirkam



Buddleja davidii and B. davidii ‘Black Knight’ grown for butterflies

Woodwork and willowcraft at MooreHaven Organic herbs and vegetables grown at the centre

Photo: Lavender is grown for bees while the small trees and shrubs provide insects and winter refuge for small birds.

The organic vegetable garden



8.1 The Approach Roads
While Tipperary TidyTowns has done much work over the years on the approach
roads to the town in cooperation with Tipperary County Council and other groups,
the organisation is confined to a certain periphery and necessary works often extend
far beyond those limits. From time to time, Tipperary TidyTowns has expanded its
responsibilities and this plan will continue to highlight some additional work which is
vital to improve the image of the town, for tourism, to encourage investors, immigrants,
biodiversity and the overall wellbeing of residents.

8.1.1 Aherlow Road/R664
The management of this road is overseen by the Aherlow Road Residents Group and
the following suggestions have been provided by themembers and other stakeholders:

1. A footpath is required coming out from town to this location (Sean T O
Connor’s)

2. Further out from town, the dyke needs to be cleaned up/closed and daffodils
replanted (near O’ Connors) – an alternative would be a mixture of Camassia
sp. and Allium spp.* This work requires heavy machinery, scraping, flailing
and landscapers

3. On-going maintenance of the rose beds in the green next to the golf club
entrance required and no new plants are wanted at present,
although should that change, please see AIPP recommendations
for planters on main street
4. Additional low maintenance shrubs of Griselinia sp. hedge
may be required to fill in any blank spaces
5. On-going assistance with tree trimming and hedge cutting
required
6. Flowers are required for four flowerpots and hanging
baskets: please see ‘Main Street’ for AIPP pollinating plants
7. A good wildflower seed mix for the long islands along the
road should include oxeye daisy*, corn marigold, corn cockle
with some cerise*, pale pink* and white yarrow*. This is an
ideal road for a bespoke wildflower corridor such as the one in
the photo. An AIPP recommended native wildflower seed mix is
another option
8. The AIPP ‘NoMow,No Spray’ or ‘No Sow,No Spray’ is another
option forwildflowers on this road and it is smart to be selective
about where the bespoke corridors will be and the naturally
occurring corridors will be ensuring that they are all aligned to
the AIPP. It will be very important going forward that Tipperary
town establishes appropriately designed, appropriately located
and impactful pollinator corridors as well as to protect the
existing ones
9. Additional labour, county council support, Tús workers,
rural social schemes and funding is always welcome

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.1.2 Cashel Road/N74
1. The restoration of the approach road is currently up for tender which will

involve a major clean up as well as tree planting
2. Residents request to be prioritised with regards to decision making for their

area and require that any works carried out by any organisations consult them
first

3. Residents ask that the county council refrain from using chemical sprays in
their area and to strim near the wall near No. 40 aswildflowers were removed

4. Three beautiful rose beds were removed at the corner of the Tipperary rd./
Cashel rd. without consultation with the residents and they are requesting an
explanation

5. The three beds (or a minimum of one) to be reinstated which the residents
would like to maintain themselves and to be planted up with pollinating
plants as a compromise for the wildflowers along the wall such as: Echinacea
spp.*; Salvia spp.*; Rudbeckia spp.*. Helenium spp.*. An edging at the base of
the flower beds extended outwards should be constructed so that the town
gardener will not need to do any strimming and can simply drive over with
the mower

6. Residents ask if the grass can be collected with a bucket in this location as it
is done in other parts of the town

7. Power wash the area outside the graveyard and using the same perennials,
plant up under the trees (this will likely be covered in the upcoming tender)

8. Trees to be pruned and treated for disease etc. (these may be removed in the
upcoming tender)

9. Pollinating trees to be planted on the Cashel road with an understory of
Allium sp.* bulbs to compliment wildflowers which require to be established
by a contractor (a big job required here) - ideal tree options from the AIPP
are Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’*, Juneberry, Malus tschonoskii*,
pillar crabapple, Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’*, callery pear. Prunus serrulata
‘Amanogowa’, the flagpole cherry, is another good option for the raised bank on
the roadside on entry to the town. Italian cypress would be another interesting
option for this stretch of the road providing dense foliage for nesting, winter
shelter and roosting opportunities for birds and a host of benefits by swishing
the air with antibacterial, antifungal, antiviral and antiparasitic compounds

10. On Fr.Matthew St/Cashel rd., the cobbling under the trees needs to be power
washed

11. A hedge is required in the area next to Gleeson concrete
12. The field next to the graveyard needs to be flailed and cleaned up

13. Kelly’s field (Benny Merrigan) requires a huge clean up
14. This road requires regular flailing up to ½ mile of road
15. Walls require to be rebuilt and Tipperary Town Enhancement Group intend

to put together a power washing and masonry group together for wall repairs
with the help of training schemes and other methods

16. A planting plan aligned to the AIPP for the roadside with adequate quantities
of plants required to include a mixture of bulbs: Allium spp.*, Camassia spp.
and blue cornflowers and a mixture of annuals, biennials and perennials such
as Ammi majus, white and cerise pink Achillea millefolium*, Rudbeckia spp.*,
Rhinanthus minor, Digitalis spp.* (shaded parts), Pilosella aurantiaca and a
few others

17. A final option would be to leave areas fallow as a ‘No Mow, No Spray’ or ‘No
Sow, No Spray’ corridor for the development of a natural wildflower area with
a proper management plan put in place. Without the management plan and
appropriate signage, this will not work effectively Always ensure to cut the
edges of the grass with a lawnmower for a clean finish

Photo above: Roadside verges provide an area for the redevelopment of natural
wildflower areas when managed properly, see the All Ireland Pollinator Plan

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.1.3 Clonmel (Bansha Road)/N74
This is another important approach road into Tipperary town with a lot of visitors coming
fromWaterford, Clonmel, Cashel, Bansha and theGlen of Aherlow. The TidyTowns group has
done work here that extends beyond its remit but will highlight some important necessary
work for the area. The Tipperary Town Enhancement Group, a subgroup of the Chamber of
Commerce is currently commencing research into starting the enhancement of the road.
The following is a list of proposals for the area:

1. The old estate wall of Bansha wood across from the Kilshane estate needs to be
rebuilt, ivy removed and pushed back from the road

2. Security cameras would be helpful to prevent the dumping of litter on the
road verges (there are some discussions going ahead with the Tipperary Town
Enhancement Group and some of the farmers) – this road is too dangerous for
litter picking by hand

3. Near Tim Ryan’s, there are blank spaces on the hill that require plants and trees
such as conifers, dogwoods*, heaths* and heathers*

4. The grassy mounds on the road need to be scraped, tidied up and the trees
replanted elsewhere. New trees with a narrow/fastigiate growth habit – e.g. the
Juneberry tree, Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill*’ being the first option; Prunus
amanogawa; callery pear, Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’*; or instead rowan, Sorbus
aucuparia* (see ‘The Hills’ for a range of varieties)

5. Residents want new grass sown here and to have the area mowed regularly but it
has also been suggested that this will not be possible

6. Plant under the trees with evergreen groundcover to prevent chemical spraying
with Pachysandra terminals or Vinca minor or Vinca major. Let the ground cover
spread out a bit to reduce mowing. Small pollinating autumn, winter, spring and
summer bulbs can be planted underneath (snowdrops* and winter aconites*,
Crocus spp.*,Muscari spp.* etc.)

7. An area along the bank on the inside should be left for a long wildflower strip or
instead a perennial pollinator strip to include Camassia sp. and a range of alliums
on theAIPP, Achillea millefolium*,Echinops spp.*,Leucanthemum vulgare*,Verbena
bonariensis* and Catananche caerulea.

8. It may also be possible to mix taller wildflower seed with the perennials using
native Irish seed (see ‘The Hills’)

9. Rows of ornamental grasses are also a very effective low maintenance option such
as feather reeds, Calamagrostis spp.,Miscanthus spp., and Pennisetum spp.

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
Photo right: Phormium ‘Platts Black’ with Stipa sp.*



10. Across the road fromTim Ryan’s there is an area there ideal for the creation of
a biodiversity habitat to include trees, shrubs and pollinators; the trees could
be replanted here and the area filled in with Ceanothus spp. shrubs, Buddleja
globosa*, Ribes rubrum* and R. nigrum* or Hebe spp.*

11. The drain needs to be removed in some areas or reduced in size
12. Clear up the area in front of Cyril Ryan and Tommy Kinane’s land
13. The hedge across fromMark Donovan’s field needs to be cleaned up and other

hedged areas along the road into the town (trimming and planting)
14. New ‘Tipperary’ signage are required and in themeantime, clean the signs and

put some flowers around them
15. Approaching the edge of the town, the stone wall along by the bridge needs

to be reconstructed in places, while the brambles and ivy growing along by
the wall causing it to collapse need to be removed. Although brambles may
provide food for wildlife, they are interfering with the masonry and pose a
road safety risk. Compensate for this by planting Buddleja globosa or other
pollinator shrubs for bees and birds in behind the trees and away from the
wall after clearing out the overgrown parts

16. More flower beds required along by the vets and up to the main street – plant
up with easy perennials such as Agastache spp., Campanula glomerata* and
C. persicfolia*, Dahlia sp.*, Echinacea spp.*, Euphorbia characias*, Eryngium
spp.*, Geranium spp.*, Nepeta spp.*, Osteospermum sp.*, Rudbeckia spp.*,
Salvia spp.*, shasta daisies etc. While these will start to die back for the
winter, they require a simple prune and return to flowering once again in the
following year. Planting a full bed of the same can sometimes have a more of
a dramatic visual effect

17. The flower beds that had been filled in with hedge/ground cover plants near
O Duffy terrace need to be finished off or instead removed and replanted.
Black Phormium cookianum ‘Platt’s Black’ or ‘All Black’ is an ideal shade to mix
with Stipa tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’*. To have the desired visual effect, all of the
beds in this location would need to be uniform

18. The corner area on the right near the roundabout in town needs something
done with it e.g. convert to a residential development

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.1.4 Donohill Road/R497
Please refer to 8.3.5

8.1.5 Dundrum Road/R661

1. Please see 8.3.5 and 8.3.8 to fill in any missing information
2. There are bollards along this road that need to be taken out
3. Outside Longs house, there are drains that need to be catered to
4. There is a hedge near Jack Corby’s that requires on-going trimming
5. The verges on this road need to be cut twice yearly
6. Walls here and there need to be sandblasted including the wall coming onto

St. Michael’s Ave (8.3.23)
7. Refer to Rossmore (8.2.21) for the roundabout

8.1.6 Emly Road/R515

1. Please see ‘Canon Hayes Park’ for the garden area on this road
2. At the planted area, complete the area by planting native birch trees from the

NBR Scheme. While the variety Betula utilis var. jacquemontii would look a lot
nicer than the native options, using the native option may save considerable
expense

3. The paths need to be redone at this location and using a weed suppressant
resin bond, thereby preventing chemical spraying would work well ensuring
that attractive materials and colours are chosen

4. Fill in any blank space in the garden with Cornus alba, dogwood*, Perovskia
spp., russian sage* andErysimum 'Bowles'sMauve’, wallflowers* and heathers*

5. Litter needs to be removed from the flowerbeds
6. Some flailing is required at Matt Ryan auctioneers and scrub in the general

area needs to be cleared twice yearly
7. The gable end of the house next to Matt Ryan’s field needs more footpaths
8. Some of the stone walls need to be rebuilt - Tipperary Town Enhancement

Group are putting together a masonry group to do this



8.1.7 Galbally Road/R662
1. The residents of Tipperary town are still in hope of a bypass for the town and look forward to a time when the streets will become pedestrianised. In the interim, this

junction at the top of O'Brien Street leading onto the Galbally road is provided to alleviate the stress created by traffic. The temporary landscape draft which included the
residents' feedback was provided to Cllr. Annmarie Ryan in Oct 2021 including the need for a safe area for women and children

2. A pedestrian crossing was constructed in the following month
3. There are complaints at the junction here and apart from the noise and other pollution, residents say

that there is not enough room for two vehicles to pass
4. Two sketches by Ray Lonergan showwhat the junction could look like with more green space but this

should be done in a manner that does not interfere with traffic or take up any important space. An
area outside the co-op has been constructed for a flower bed, flower pot, seating and parking spaces

5. A smart option would be to set large flower pots with trees and pollinating plants along by the wall of
the co-op creamery

6. Overall, this road is very well kept by the towngardener with flower pots, flower beds, lawns and trees
7. There is some minor stone work and sandblasting required along the wall at Arravale cross
8. Residents require an area to sit after their walk into town and low maintenance concrete seating is

required at the corner of Arravale cross with heathers* for pollinators incorporated (see Kickham
place)

9. Road markings are required at the Hill of Arravale
10. More litter bins required and would it be possible to locate a place for a ‘litter depot’
11. The stone wall is dangerous and is it possible to raise it a bit for children’s health and safety (consult

Ann Maloney for further discussion)
12. Residents would love to see a mass of daffodils as on the Limerick road or possibly something for

the summer such as catmint* or alliums* mixed with oxeye daisy*. This would require an adequate
number of plants for the desired effect

13. Road markings required at the Hill of Arravale
14. Footpaths near houses need to be power washed
15. Further out of town, the trees and lawns are very well kept here by the town gardener
16. Ensure that the Nepeta sp.* flower bed is pruned yearly for a fresh appearance in the following year

(cut right down to base but leave there during the winter to provide seeds for the birds)
17. Refer to Clonmel/Bansha road for plants should there be a change in the those currently planted up

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
Photo right: Watercolours by Ray Lonergan



8.1.8Limerick Road/N24

The N24 from Limerick city toWaterford is the busiest approach road to Tipperary town with Limerick Junction and Tipperary Racecourse just a few kilometres from the town
on its route. The following proposals by residents and planting recommendations are outlined below from Barrownstown cross as far as Churchwell.

1. The planting at the Churchwell needs to be completed. Currently there
are two planting schemes, neither complimentary to one another. Either
complete the low maintenance evergreen planting of the Sarcoccoa confusa all
the way around and plant under with Euonymous fortunei ‘Emerald Gaeity’ or
E. japonicus ‘Katy’. Snowdrops* may add some benefits for early pollinators.
The other option is to remove the evergreen plants and complete the Hebe
sp.* planting all the way around with is currently interspersed with Verbena
bonariensis* which does not work. Underplanting is not really necessary
but if residents find it a bit too bare while they are waiting for the shrubs to
mature, then Verbena rigida* is a much better visual option. These shrubs will
eventually mature and fill out the entire space

2. The Churchwell corner is too tight for cars turning off from Limerick (can
have up to 10 cars on the kerb)

3. A set of traffic lights is required by taxi drivers at the junction at Churchwell
4. Complete the Limerick road as instructed in 2021 which was planted up with

only Verbena bonariensis. The plants that should have been added to this
scheme were Verbena bonariensis* 'Lolipop', Stipa tenusiima* 'Pony Tails',
other plants were to include Achillea* 'Wonderful Wampee', Echinacea*
'Magnus', Agastache* 'Blue Boa', Catanache caerulea*, Achillea* 'Moonshine'

5. The hedge needs to be cut at the Mossey Casey field – along here there is also
a wildflower strip organised by Brian Rafferty with Anthony Coleman. Because
the strip is already so narrow and some room has to be left for the mower, it
may be wise to reconsider the pollinating plants for this spot and use some
permanent plants such as oxeye daisy*,Verbena bonariensis* and Allium spp.*
bulbs which would look beautiful in bloom. The grass can then be cut again
after bloom

6. Arriving close to the bridge, there is a planting of catmint* which is already
perfect for pollinators. These plants though should be pruned yearly for a
fresh appearance, leaving them overwinter for bird seed. Please refrain from
applying chemical sprays to the plants to protect pollinators and to prevent the
imminent death of the perennials. Hand weeding by volunteers is necessary
and hard prune and replant after flowering onto ‘mypex’ if this is a feasible
option for volunteers to help reduce some weeding

7. The C.I.E are required to clean up over and around the bridge

8. The road needs to be flailed, scrub cleared and new plants are required
here (the old ones should be dug up and preserved first as they will be fit
for repurpose/replanting). Mulch and ‘mypex’ may be helpful in some areas
where it gets very weedy and perennials are being planted as these plants
die back in the winter and return year after year and can’t be sprayed with
chemicals which is much better for biodiversity

9. Farmers gates entrances along the road need to cleaned up, painted and ivy
removed

10. Walls needs to be tidied up near Billy Keileys old field
11. Trees leading into town before the approach to the bridge need to be cut

back; there is too much overhang
12. Capping of the wall is required on Cappawhite Plant Hire
13. At Barrownstown cross, regular grass cutting is required
14. There are ½mile of daffodils which look great and this is the degree of planting

that will be required on other approach roads. Pollinating summer alliums
would look well here or wildflowers (see Aherlow road example)

15. New and attractive road signage is important on this approach road and
others to advertise the town capitalising on the famous song: “It’s a Long Way
to Tipperary”

16. Under the trees on the road before reaching the bridge, the following planting
schemes are recommended:



Option 1:

1. A combination of Achillea millefolium* (tall yellow varieties),
2. Mexican feather grass* ‘Pony Tails’ and catmint* e.g. ‘Joanna Reed’, ‘Six Hills Giant’ or ‘Walker’s

Low’ ; another beautiful option is Argentinian Vervain,Verbena bonariensis ‘Lolipop’ ,Mexican
Feather Grass, Stipa tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’ and Persian Onion, Allium hollandicum ‘Purple
Sensation’

Top right: Achillea millefolium (yellow variety)
Bottom left: Catmint, Nepeta sp.
Bottom right: A combination of yarrow, catmint and grasses
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Option 2:

1. Argentinian Vervain, Verbena
bonariensis ‘Lolipop’ (H60cm x
S70cm)*

2. Mexican Feather Grass, Stipa
tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’ (H60cm
x S30cm) * (already in option 1)

3. Persian Onion, Allium
hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’
(H80cm x S7cm)* 20/m2

Left: Allium cristophii with grasses
Top right: Mexican feather grass
Bottom left: vervain combination for
bees, butterflies, winter bird food

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Option 3:

1. Ice plant, Sedum spectabile ‘Iceberg’ *
2. Macedonian scabious, Knautia macedonica *
3. Mexican Feather Grass, Stipa tenuissima ‘Pony Tails’ *
4. Orpine, Sedum telphium ssp. maximum ‘Gooseberry Fool’ or ‘Sunkissed’*
5. Round headed leek/garlic, Allium sphaerocephalon * 100/m2

Option 3: Some of the plants include scabious (top right), orpine (bottom right) and
small round headed leek (left)

* AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code pg 71-72



Option 4:
Option 4:

1. Balkan clary sage, Salvia nemerosa ‘Cardonna’ * (top right)
2. Balkan clary sage, Salvia nemerosa ‘Ostfriesland’ * (Top left)
3. Giant onion, Allium giganteum * (Bottom centre)
4. Lambs ears/lamb’s tongue, Stachys byzantina * (Top centre)

5. Mexican feather grass, Stipa tennuissima ‘Pony Tails’ *
6. Turkish sage, Phlomis russeliana * (Top left)
7. Western mugwort/white sage, Artemesia ludoviciana (or cultivars) (Bottom

right)



Additional Guidelines

1. Cultivars of catmint and yarrow can be substituted for those options listed
bearing in mind plant height in relation to complementary plants

2. Plant on masse for a strong visual impact and to avoid having too much
space between plants encouraging theft, littering, trampling and weeds
thereby preventing/reducing chemical spraying

3. Avoid chemical spraying (even carefully managed spot spraying will leach
into the soil significantly reducing the quality of the plants, killing microbes
and particularly perennials over time); roguing will be important for
biodiversity

4. Perennials die back in the winter (this does not mean that they are dead) and
avoid accidentally weeding them out; never assume that it is ‘safe to spray’
because the ground looks deceptively bare

5. Perennials require pruning for a fresh appearance for the flowering season
6. Prepare well in advance for plant ordering e.g. alliums are sown in Sept-Oct

for the following summer
7. Do not waste time and seek professional advice as to what, where and when

to order, how much to order and how and where to place plants
8. Bear in mind that nurseries will try to sell any available plant at any time

of the year e.g. shrubs can be planted in June but it is probably the worst
calendar month to do it

9. Avoid ‘quick fix’ planting to prevent same - plan in a holistic sense esp. for
big projects

10. Avoid setting the plants in straight lines for a more naturalised setting
11. For aesthetic reasons, green flowering/light coloured sedums only are

important for option 3 (avoid being swayed by the nursery to purchase
“sedums” or seek advice on substitutes to ensure that they are the desired
colour). Return the plants to the nursery if the requested variety/similar
varieties are not supplied.

12. Option 4 requires ‘block-like’ as opposed to ‘staggered’ planting (professional
advice on placement is paramount) with alliums dispersed intermittently

13. Establish the cost of planting for the whole area prior to seeking funding as
opposed to the alternative – working out how many plants will fit in with the

budget
14. Bear in mind that cultivars used in one year may become unavailable in the

next and it would be wise to secure all required plants simultaneously to
avoid visual inconsistencies

15. There can be dramatic differences between species and cultivar including
colour and height e.g. Verbena bonariensis is c.1.5m in height whereas
Verbena bonariensis 'Lollipop’ is c.60cm in height

16. Ornamental grasses should help to alleviate some of the pollution from
traffic and protect the more vulnerable plants

17. Add some bird boxes etc. contact TidyTowns/Albert Nolan/Timmy Whyte/
TTBG



8.1.8.1 Limerick Roundabout/ Boheracrow

This is an important location on the busy Limerick road next to Dunnes Stores, Tipperary Town Plaza, Tesco Superstore and Joe’s Garden Centre. Prior to arriving at the
roundabout from Limerick along the BallyhouraWay, the visitor passes Limerick junction and the Tipperary Racecourse, a significant asset to the town. Taking inspiration from
Kildare village, galloping horse sculptures would be ideal in this location for the promotion of racecourse tourism linking in with the strong equine tradition in the county and
the countywide tourism plan. Signposts to the racecourse from the Norman motte and views of the sculptures and biodiversity projects from the hill should help to only assist
in its promotion.

Bottom left: Driftwood Horse Sculpture by James Doran
Bottom right: Burnt Wood Horse Sculpture by Lynn Kirkam underplanted with daffodils
Left: Artwork by Sheavun Doherty



Photo above: Burnt Wood Horse Sculpture by Lynn Kirkam underplanted with daffodils

Planting plans for the roundabout could be done in a range of options:

1. Leave as a ‘No Sow, No Spray’ roundabout aligned to the AIPP with
a management plan which would mean that the roundabout may
not look well for some parts of the year

2. Plant up as a wildflower roundabout using native wildflower seed
aligned to the AIPP

3. Plant up as a wildflower roundabout using native wildflower seed
aligned to the AIPP to include some apple trees and excluding
sculpture

4. Plant up as a wildflower roundabout using a carefully selected
bespoke wildflowers ensuring that it is aligned to the AIPP e.g.
Aherlow Road

5. Plant up with very simple planting schemes to include only bulbs
such as range of daffodils* or camassia and alliums*

6. Plant in block style planting schemes with any of the plants in the
following genera and their cultivars for the four seasons aligned
to the AIPP such as: Achillea spp.*, Allium spp.*, Helenium spp.*,
Echinacea spp.*, Stipa spp.*, Calamagrostis spp.*,Muscari spp.*,
Nepeta spp.*, Osteospermum spp.*, Salvia spp.*, Perovskia spp.*,
Verbena spp.*, Aster spp.*, Stipa gigantea*

7. Other plants could include the following or even mixed with No. 6
Achillea spp.*, Agastache rugosa ‘Golden Jubilee’*, Agryanthemum
'Madeira White’, Ammi majus, Anthemis tinctoria, Artemisia
ludoviciana , Aster novi-belgii*, Camassia leichtlinii and C. ‘Alba’,
Rudbeckia ‘Goldsturm’*, Campanula spp.*, Chrysanthemum spp.*,
Coreopsis spp.*, Echinacea spp.*, Echinops spp.*, Eryngium spp.*,
Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii,*, Helenium spp.*, Knautia
spp.*, Leucanthemum spp.*, Lupinus spp., Lychnis spp.*, Lythrum
spp.*, Nepeta spp.*, Salvia spp.*, Sedum spp*, Verbena spp.*,
Buphthalmum salicifolium (yellow ox-eye)

8. An Option 4 style planting scheme as in 8.1.8 adding a few more
plants such as Agastcahe spp.*, oxeye* and shasta daisy*

Top left: A mixture of mexican feather grass, salvias and alliums

Bottom left: A simple mixture of camassia and allium bulbs

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.2 The Estates

This plan for the estates is not a definitive plan and the intention is to encourage
residents to come together to discuss their issues, to find resolutions and to become
inspired about how they can re-imagine their greenspace. This plan includes input
from residents from many locations and a deeper consultation and a more all-inclusive
forum will follow. Any locations not mentioned in this plan that are not currently
collaborating with Tipperary TidyTowns may contact the chairman, Brian Rafferty for
further discussion.

The estates of Tipperary town range in size and demographic. Some estates are privately
owned while some are managed by the local authority and a large proportion of private
housing are in the process of transition. There are common themes and issues in need of
addressing across the bar and in some instances social problemsoutweigh theperceived
need for greenspace and biodiversity and/or residents are at a loss as to how it can be
achieved in light of more pressing issues such as criminality, littering, safety, security,
vandalism, violence and vermin. In other instances - functionality, children’s needs,
designs for low maintenance, resident’s availability for maintenance and realistic site
specific approaches are necessary irrespective of desires for a more ‘idyllic’ space until
the community is ready. The plan aims to try and find the balance between resident’s
needs and practicality. Despite the apparent limitations, this plan has managed to find
a way to include recommendations from the All Ireland Pollinator Plan for every estate
requesting greenspace development in terms of planting.

Trees are recommended from any of the following plans or schemes - the
‘NeighbourWood Scheme’, the ‘IUCN Red List’, the AIPP or for their ornamental,
aesthetic and other multi-faceted benefits. It is appreciated that since the
commencement of this plan, that other schemes introduced by the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Marine and other plans not part of the remit for this plan may
also be worth consideration. Some landscape concept designs inspired by residents
input will be presented intermittently to be used as a template to be applied to any
location and subject to any kind of adaptation, alteration or erasure. None of these
concept drawings or recommendations require that they be put into practice in real
time but it is hoped that they will motivate residents to become creative and envision
what they would like to see in their area in the future. Priority locations for 2022
onwards are Dundrum Drive, Grenane Drive, James Connolly Park, Pearse Park and
St. Ailbe’s Drive - areas in need of prompt assistance and intervention. Residents need
not presume that all other estates will be excluded until after 2022 and residents are
encouraged to continue or commence the care of their areas with immediate effect.
It is important to note that this provisional plan is general and does not attempt to
create site specific planting plans but it will give general planting recommendations

that may be suitable for the area in question. Landscaping or planting an area in
most instances requires a site survey as well as drawing up and measuring the site in
question unless it is a small area or a simple procedure. The quantity of plants required
for the area requires knowledge of the growth habit as well as the eventual height and
spread of plants, flowering season and soil requirements. This will affect the layout of
the plants and how many plants of each are required which is a time consuming affair.

Perennials (particularly if they are P9s) are oftentimes unidentifiable to the average
person at planting phase and guidance would be important for ordering and planting
phase which will not be dealt with in this provisional plan. Planting plans as a general
rulemust be prepared the previous year for the following year to allow time towork out
what is required and where plants will be sourced before ordering. This may require
retailers to go to a number of nurseries. Some exceptions can be made for small 'quick
fix' jobs if the plants or the quantities required are available at the local nursery but
there are no guarantees when purchased 'off the cuff' resulting in seasonally available
plants in many instances.

In relation to the respective locations, it will be important going forward that
committees and residents of Tipperary collaborate with Tipperary TidyTowns,
Tipperary Revitalisation Task Force, Tipperary Town Enhancement Group and
professionals in the field to
discuss their ideas and get site
appropriate advice, education
and training in areas such as
construction, landscaping/design,
horticulture/planting, ecology,
biodiversity etc. implemented
through various initiatives.
Residents will be encouraged with
help to restore, renovate, design,
construct, manage and maintain
their areas with an approach to
holism and sustainability. Post
construction, it is hoped that the
areas will continue to be used for
enjoyment, education, health and
recreational purposes.

Right: Artwork by Shevaun
Doherty



8.2.1 Aherlow Court

This private estate is at least 35 years old and was
constructed by McInerney builders. There are
approximately 28 houses composed of Irish nationals.
A portion of this road before it reaches the estate
has been reserved as a ‘No Mow’ zone and includes
Knockanrawley organic garden. Leaving areas fallow
for wildflowers such as these hawkweeds near the
warehouse can provide a source of pollen for bees,
and it is hoped that over time, it will become second
nature to Tipperary residents and Tipperary county
council to consider the bees and other pollinators.
Clarification regarding the locations chosen needs to
be communicated further with those who are cutting
grass as well as with residents, some of whom have
reviewed and changed the locations chosen. Subject to
further review by residents, there are two small green
spaces at the pedestrian entrance and the entrance to
Aherlow Crescent. Concrete blocks were placed here
in order to prevent loitering which has now ceased.
Recommended trees for this location for biodiversity
from the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Friendly Planting
code are as follows:

1. Japanese flowering cherry, Prunus serrulata
‘Amanogowa’ which has a fastigiate growth habit,
ideal for the space size and pale pink flowers in
spring for pollinators**

There is some interest in the removal of the blocks and
to replace them with a "rockery" and pollinator shrubs/
perennials but this will need to be discussed further
with residents. Suitable bulbs, shrubs and perennials
for the rockery may include some of the following:

1. Achillea spp.* (choose one from a range of colours
spring to autumn)

2. Aquilegia alpina (summer)
3. Aster spp.* (autumn)
4. Aubretia deltoidea ‘Argentovariegata’*
5. Campanula spp.* (use only summer perennial

species)
6. Campanula wanneri* (dwarf)
7. Cornus canadensis (dwarf) (early summer)
8. Corydalis cheilanthifolia (late spring/early summer)
9. Crocus spp.* (spring and autumn)
10. Delphinium spp.* (summer)
11. Dianthus spp.* (only D. barbatus is on the AIPP but

any ‘pink’ or ‘carnation’ can also be used) (summer)
12. Echinacea spp.* (autumn)
13. Erysimum spp.* (spring/early summer)
14. Galanthus spp. (winter)
15. Gentiana spp. (spring)
16. Geranium spp.* (summer/autumn)
17. Hebe spp.* (spring)
18. Leucanthemum × superbum* (summer)
19. Nepeta spp.* (summer)
20. Origanum laevigatum (summer)
21. Perovskia sp.*(summer)
22. Persicaria spp.* (summer/autumn)
23. Phlox sp.* (dwarf) (summer to autumn)
24. Rhodanthemum hosmariense (late spring to early

autumn)
25. Saxifraga granulata (spring)
26. Sedum spp.* (alpine)
27. Sedum spp.*(large summer flowering but great in

winter for birds)
28. Tanacetum argenteum (summer)
29. Veronica prostrata (early summer)
30. Vibrunum tinus* (winter)

Photo right: Hawkweeds along the railings at the warehouse, Aherlow Court, June 2021

* AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
**This tree species is on the AIPP but ‘Amonogowa’ is a slightly different cultivar with a particular growth habit
necessary for the location



Perennials are cut back in the winter and they return
the following year. Bug hotels, bat and birds boxes for
biodiversity can be placed somewhere on the Aherlow
court road (near the mature trees across the road from
KRC would be ideal).

At the end of the approach road to Aherlow Heights,
still on Aherlow Court, in the corner there is room for a
small number of trees. Suitable trees are:

1. Silver Birch (NBR Scheme) or ornamental birch,
Betula utilis var. jacquemonteii

2. Prunus serrulata ‘Amanogowa’

Exiting the rear of AherlowCourt onto themain Aherlow
Court road through the pedestrian exit, there is small
patch of green lawn which would be ideal for the any of
the following options as discussed with residents:

1. Raised bed planters with small trees
underplantedwithpollinator perennial bedding
plants from the AIPP ensuring that the mower
has access around the planters. This can be
achieved byplacing paving/cobbling/concrete
around the planters. Recommended trees
for large planters can range from taller trees,
dwarf apples, dogwood, amelanchier, magnolia,
Persian silk tominiature conifers such as Italian
cypress, olives, bay tree, buxus lollipops, cones
or balls. Some of the understorey plants that
may be used are Agryanthemum spp., Adjuga
reptans, Alyssum spp. (rockery)*, Anthemis spp.**, Astillbe spp., Aubretia spp.*,
Campanula sp.* (smaller varieties), Chrysanthemum sp.*, Echinacea sp.*,
Eryngium spp.*,Geranium sp.* (not Pelargonium sp.), Helenium sp.* Petunia
sp. (annual), Rudbeckia sp.* with Bidens sp.* and Bacopa sp. or Lysimachia sp.
as a filler.

2. A wildflower strip with plenty of room to mow (residents have rethought
the current location for wildflowers which is at the corner of the entrance to
the estate and an area that requires regular maintenance for grass cutting.
Residents feel that leaving a patch fallow throughout the year may appear
‘scruffy’ at such a prominent entrance. The area is also shaded by tall trees
and hedgerow which is not ideal for wildflowers. Residents currently have a
leaning towards option 2. but will discuss further with the other residents.
Both options comply with the AIPP.

3. Raised bedsmade fromwood/concrete andused for growing herbs (including
pollinator herbs from the AIPP), organic veg or salads.

4. Residents require an update as to the role the local authority will have with
the estate going forward.

Photo above: Raised beds can be an easy way to manage growing many kinds of
plants and can be made from many attractive materials

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Photo top right: This planting in this example is more dense than proposed but it
helps to inspire ideas

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.2.2 Aherlow Heights

Potential ways to renovate the shared greenspace between Aherlow Court and
Heights may include a low maintenance/semi low maintenance tree plantation
using ornamental trees or trees recommended by either the pollinator plan or the
NeighbourWoods Scheme. Residents will be required to come to an agreement as
to their trees and greenspace of choice including some of the following options for
consideration:

1. A semi-formal space with low maintenance seating, paths (using bond resin)
and a selection of small pollinator crab apple trees (c.10m) from the AIPP such
as the pillar crab, Malus tschonoshii* (particularly beautiful in Autumn and
an RHS Award of Garden Merit), Malus ‘Evereste’* (disease resistant with
scarlet buds and magnificent yellow/gold/bronze autumn colour), ‘Royalty’*,
‘Golden Hornett’*, ‘John Downie’* (has a long flowering period) and ‘Professor
Springer’*, all of which can be planted from November to March bare root.

2. The same as no.1 but using rowan trees from the NBR scheme.

3. A tree plantation with pathways including downy birch, silver birch,
pedunculate oak, sessile oak from the NBR Scheme with an understorey of
autumn, winter, spring and summer bulbs (crocus, snowdrop, Leucojum sp.,
Allium spp.*, Polemonium sp.*, Japanese anemone*, Dicentra ‘Alba’, Lamium
sp.*, lungwort*, woodruff, a range of hostas mixed with ferns such as hart’s
tongue, Polypodium sp., Adiantum sp. or Blechnum spp. It is unclear whether
the site would be approved by the NBR scheme. This would create a ‘native
woodland’ type feel. Major drawbacks with this planting plan should residents
choose a lot of trees would be that it may potentially create an ‘enclosed’
type of atmosphere and block views across the site and while this is a very
‘natural’ and ‘native’ style plan, it is not an ideal plan for an urban housing
estate central green. A solution to the problem could be to plant the trees
in smaller quantities or in groups/beds of multi-stem birch with more path
space between the trees.

4. Residents should not feel limited by the restrictions of the NBR scheme i.e.
the list of trees that can be used and should imagine any scenario that would
be worthy of improving their overall standard of living. Another option is
to create a semi-formal space with white bark ornamental birch not on the
NBR scheme, Betula utilis var. jacquemonteii using a similar understorey as
No. 3 but including fantastic pollinators such as Allium ‘White Giant’* or any
one of the following contrasting allium colours to the understory such as A.
giganteum,* A. ‘Globemaster’,* A. atropurpureum* or A. ‘Purple Sensation’.*

5. A semi-formal space with white bark ornamental birch, Betula utilis var.
jacquemonteii using an understorey of low maintenance mixture of Verbena
bonariensis*, Perovskia*, creeping white rose, Euphorbia characias ‘Burrow
Silver’, E. characias ssp. wulfenii, Lonicera pileata and creeping juniper which
comes in range of colours and height.

6. An understory of dark green shrubs to include Skimmia japonica ‘Rubella’ or
any other skimmia, Sarcococca sp. (with white variegated euonymus such as
‘White Spire’, not yellow), Viburnum tinus and V. davidii with some perennials
with either the silver birch (NBR) or the ornamental white bark birch



7. Follow along the lines of St. Michaels Avenue/James Connolly Park concepts and incorporate a multi-functional greenspace with a play area, seating area, outdoor
exercise area etc. including raised beds with AIPP pollinator plants and pollinator apple trees, bug hotels, bat/bird boxes or incorporate with any of the above plants
or trees

8. A range or ornamental trees e.g. Liriodendron tulipifera, Amelanchier laevis**, Acacia baileyana ‘Purpurea’, Laburnum x waterii ‘Vossi’, Cornus kousa, Robinia x salvinii,
Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’*, Acer palmatum ‘Osakazuki’, Malus ‘Golden Hornet’**, Pinus sylvestris ‘Aurea’ (10cm), Cedrus deodara ‘Aurea’ (10cm), Thujopsis dolabrata with
a play area, seating area and lawns

9. A selection of mostly small ornamental bark trees such as: Acer davidii, Acer griseum, Acer grosseri, Acer palmatum ’Sango-Kalu’, Acer pensylvanicum ‘Erythrocladum’,
Betula albosinensis, Betula ermanii, Betula nigra, Betula utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Jermyns’, Betula utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Grayswood Ghost’, Eucalyptus pauciflora sunsp.
niphophila, Luma apliculata, Pinus bungeana, Prunus serrula, Stweartia pseudocamellia. A simple understorey of evergreen groundcover Pachysandra terminaliswould
work well. There is the option of again planting under the evergreen with a range of bulbs for spring, summer, autumn, winter (already mentioned above). Tulips may
work very well here (sometimes choosing only one variety/one colour has a
bigger impact.)

10. Bug hotels, bird and bat boxes can be included in any of these options

Bottom right: The beautiful bark of the Tibetian Cherry, Prunus serrulata
Bottom left: Acer griseum underplanted with Pachysandra terminalis

* AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
** Amelanchier sp., Pyrus sp. andMalus sp. are genera listed on the AIPP



8.2.3 Aherlow Crescent

The same recommendations for Aherlow Heights apply here. Residents will need to gather together to discuss what they would like for their area. It is recommended that their
representative contact Tipperary TidyTowns.

8.2.4 An Dúiche
This estatewasbuilt in 2001 byCully builders as aprivate estate and then taken in charge
by the county council for improvements such as public lighting, roads etc. During the
economic crash, some of the estate was left unfinished and the remaining 40 houses
were bought up approximately three years ago and developed by the housing agency,
Respond. The demographic is Irish nationals, refugees (possibly Syrian), Eastern Europe
(Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian) and (possibly) Chinese. The current thoughts concerning
the area are as follows:

1. Parking is an issue and more spaces are needed

2. The estate would like to feel more connected to the town and not so
isolated; a cycle path into the town would be ideal

3. There is concern for the safety of the children going onto the road and it
would be nice to have a green space to occupy them with a gated area for
the smaller children.

4. Residents would like to look into the concept of a multi-functional play
space for different age groups with low maintenance, vandal resistant
accoutrementsand lowmaintenancepollinatorplants/trees forbiodiversity
e.g. concept for Marian terrace with more play space

5. Communication around the use of herbicides near children is necessary
and there is a preference for organic methods where possible

6. When creating this new space, it would be good to conceive of ways to
make it easier to cut grass without the use of chemicals and for the driver
to remain on the machine

7. The children may like to learn how to grow vegetables and herbs and some
raised beds/planters could be incorporated into the design for fun

8. The Doon social farm is an inspiring community space (works with
Youthreach, HSE and Moorehaven) and the estate has connections with it
through resident Tom O Dwyer

9. Planting/landscape recommendations could be adopted from Marian
terrace from the AIPP for the children’s area and Aherlow Heights for other
green areas

10. Bug hotels/bat and bird boxes can be included

11. The bank at An Dúiche cross/Clonpet needs to be levelled

12. The wall next to John O Donnells house needs to be repointed below add
the photo Agapanthus africanus by Shevaun Doherty



8.2.5 Arravale Close

This close is adjacent toGalbally roadwithmany rental properties. Lawnsaremanicured
and cut regularly byMichael Cunningham. There are a number of smaller green spaces
comprising shrub beds or tree standards. The central green is also planted with trees.
The following are some basic recommendations for minor improvements subject to
residents’ approval:

1. Add low maintenance attractive concrete seating and a table with umbrella
for the summer ensuring that the mower can get around

2. Reinstate the pergola with either climbing (C) or rambling roses (R) suggested
below with complimentary clematis which will wind around the rose:

1. Rosa ‘Gertrude Jekyll’ (C) pink English rose
2. Rosa ‘Claire Austin’ (C) creamy white English rose
3. Rosa ‘The Generous Gardener’ (C) pink English rose
4. Rosa ‘Ghislane De Féligonde’ (R) pale apricot
5. Rosa ‘Bathsheba’ (C) apricot English Rose
6. Rosa ‘Rambling Rector’ (R) white small flowers, very tall
7. Rosa ‘Bobbie James’ (R) white
8. Rosa ‘Open Arms’ (R) pink
9. Clematis ‘Barbara Jackman’ (avoid winter varieties)
10. Clematis ‘Jackmanii’
11. Wisteria sinensis orWisteria floribunda (instead of roses and clematis)

3. Fish, blood and bone for the trees which need tidying up and pruning
4. Trim ivy in the alleyway
5. Shrub beds need some pollinators from the AIPP:

1. Verbena bonariensis* or V. rigida* (butterflies)
2. Nepeta grandiflora* or ‘Six Hills Giant’* or N. x. fassennii* (bees)
3. Aster spp.
4. Salvia spp.*

6. Weeding around edging is needed
7. Tarmac needs to be powerwashed particularly near the trees
8. Bug hotels, bat/bird boxes could be incorporated

8.2.6 Arravale Terrace

This is a lovely terrace on the Galbally road comprising original Victorian buildings
constructed in 1898. Some of the housing interiors contain original features such
as Victorian tiling, stained glass, stairwells, fireplaces and cornicing. Concern was
expressed about the tarmac paths on the street in front of the railing which is uneven,
cracked and broken and in need of an upgrade for safety as well as aesthetic reasons.

1. Weeding/powerwashing for algae removal
2. Paint railings
3. Replace stones at the rear of the houses which is shared with Arravale Close

with concrete for low maintenance
4. Once replaced, a row of planters with small trees and AIPP pollinators could

be planted here e.g. Aherlow Court pedestrian exit
5. Residents have concern as to how older women and women with babies and

prams can currently cross the roundabout to get into town

8.2.7 Avondale Court

This is a small housing area adjacent to the sports complex composed of Irish nationals
with only four houses and is at least eighteen yearsold. No real concernsor needswere
expressed although residents can still take the opportunity to come up with any ideas
for improvements if they have them. A few suggestions were discussed as follows:

1. Concrete planters need to be power washed and planted up with small
ornamental trees such as bay, Buxus sempervirens or Picea glauca ‘Albertiana’
and pollinators from the AIPP such as Bidens*, Achillea sp. * (yellow varieties)
and Salvia sp.*

2. Small trees such as Acer shirasawanum ‘Aureum’ or weeping silver birch may
be an alternative option to brighten up the two greenspaces at the entrance

3. The overgrown ivy on the wall requires pruning
4. Along the entrance wall to the Canon Hayes Recreation Centre requires that

the moss, algae and weeds are removed

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.2.8 Avondale Crescent

Residents have been very diligent and take great care of this private estate which has
won an award for the best example of mature trees providing a wildlife corridor for
birds. A nice seating area near the trees was removed as the area became a location for
loitering in the evening and at night. Many of the people carrying out the maintenance
have been older people and concern has been expressed regarding the care of the
estate going forward as some residents have passed away and many have illnesses or
find the work increasingly difficult. Only one home remains vacant for the majority of
the year.

The following requirements are listed below:

1. Low maintenance is key going forward for residents and Jimmy will retain the
wildflower planting to his already established area for annuals i.e. calendula
and wildflowers recommended on the AIPP

2. The bank is high maintenance and requires a major overall for low
maintenance including a digger required to remove the top layer of weedy
scrub. It will require a covering of mypex and bark mulch, all to be planted
with evergreen creeping juniper selected from one of the following species:
Juniperus horizontalis ‘Prostrata’ (0.2m x 2m), Juniperus procumbens ‘Nana’
(0.5m -1m x 0.5m-1m), Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Carpet’ (0.5m -1m x 0.5m-
1m), Juniperus communis ‘Green Carpet’ (30cm x 1-1.5m), Juniperus communis
‘Repanda’ (30cm x 1.5-2m). The shortest height species would be the most
ideal. Access to the fence to the top and rear of the bank needs to be retained
for maintenance. Juniper plants do not require pruning or maintenance and
provide winter refuge for song birds. The plants are a great source of pollen
(male) for moths such as Chionodes sp., the juniper pug, Eupithecia pusillata,
the pine beauty moth, Panolis flammae and Cydia duplicana, the pea moth
while the berries (female) are a great source of food for birds.

3. Tree health and safety survey required by an expert (including botanically
accurate identification and life expectancy)

4. Residents have asked if there is a means to include young people in the
maintenance and wonder if schools would be interested in helping or if young
people want to work

5. Residents require additional Fuchsia regia plants to finish off their planters.
It is important to mention that Fuchsia spp. are invasive and despite being
great for bees, they are not recommended on the AIPP. Growing them in a
controlled environment in planters should not pose a threat to local species
and residents wishes are important.

6. Bat/bird boxes and bug hotels can be included in the wooded area

Photo left: Jimmy Tobin and Cllr.John Crosse enjoying Jimmy's wildflower and herb
garden. Jimmy will include his garden as a 'wildflower zone' for pollinators

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code or AIPP Suggestions



8.2.9 Canon Hayes Park

Canon Hayes Park was built in 1987 by Tipperary County Council (Mary Corcoran pers.
commun) and comprises c.91 houses. Near the entrance on the Emly road, there is a
greenspace, which is in a very significant location approaching the town and was once
known as ‘The Blossom Garden’ but the old cherry blossom trees were eventually
removed. Residents have expressed how many people miss the old trees. The site,
despite being surrounded by a wall, is very windy and any trees (particularly large)
planted in this location will have a tilt in their growth habit which is possibly why the
blossoms were removed. Currently there are a few trees growing on the site, some large
mature trees creating shade and to the front a row of young small trees and a nice little
flower bed built by a local scheme. All of the trees have been planted at different times,
indiscriminately in no particular order and none complementary to one another either
spatially or botanically resulting in a confused melange of plants, garden features and
layout. To complicate matters, the site is on a considerable slope. As per discussion with
the residents nearby, the following was proposed and up for further discussion with the
with the remaining residents:

1. Leaving the mature trees as is and building around them, create a box style
terraced garden (influenced architecturally by the surrounding box wall) for
residents to enjoy. The terraces may require a ‘staggered’ effect to incorporate
the huge trees into the layout. The terraces may be filled with all kinds of
perennials, bulbs and grasses listed on the AIPP. Some of these may be:

a) Agastache spp.*
b) Allium spp.*
c) Artemesia spp.
d) Aster spp.*
e) Astrantia sp.*
f) Catanache caerulea

g) Campanula spp.*(30cm)
h) Chrysanthemum spp. *
i) Digitalis spp.*

j) Echinacea spp.*
k) Echinops sp. *
l) Helenium spp. *
m) Hosta spp.
n) Kniphofia ‘Percy’s Pride’ *
o) Miscanthus spp.

p) Pennisetum sp.
q) Perovskia sp. *
r) Rudbeckia spp. *

Photo left: Canon Hayes Park

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Watercolours by Ray Lonergan,
A Design for Emly Road



s) Salvia nemerosa*
‘Ostfriesland’, ‘Amethyst’,
‘Cardonna’

t) Salvia x sylvestris ‘Mainacht’ *
u) Schizostylis sp.
v) Sedum spp. *
w) Stachys spp. *

x) Stipa tenusissima and other
spp.* (grass)

y) Verbascum sp. *
z) Verbena bonariensis *
aa) numbering rigida *

2. A project such as this would be ideal for training programmes in construction
and horticulture

3. At the lower end, place some tall raised beds/planters with small trees under
planted with plants from the AIPP. Ideal trees for planters on the windy site
may includeAmelanchier lamarckii, bamboo (perfect forwind), dwarfmagnolia
or dwarf apple/crab apple trees. Contact local suppliers for the latest varieties
available

4. Raised beds/planters can also be incorporated for growing herbs, salads and
wildflowers in support of the AIPP

5. Low maintenance concrete table/seating can also be added at the bottom of
the slope

In the central green of the estate a number of proposals have been put forward:

6. A long pathway running down the centre widening in three locations allowing
for seating in each of the three locations and to include a football zone,
outdoor exercise zone and raised bed zone for growing fruit and veg (view
multi-functional design ideas for the plots Marian terrace). This path is to be
surrounded by raised beds filled with trees, shrubs and perennials on theAIPP,
the lawns being removed completely. Artwork produced by Ray Lonergan
gives an overall impression.

The other option:

7. Leave the green as is and plant up some more large planters (c.10) with flowers
from the AIPP. These plants can be chosen from the list above and can also
include Bidens sp.* and Bacopa sp.* for pollinators, additional colour and as
a filler.

8. Trees andplants alreadymentioned forAherlow Heightsmay worke.g. Prunus
serrula, Betula spp.

9. Surround the planters with paving/cobbling/concrete to allow for ease of
grass cutting and ensure that there is enough space for the driver to get
around each planter

10. Back alleys need to be cleared up of rubble, debris, weeds, ivy
11. Bug hotels, bat and bird boxes may be included in any option

Photo left:Malus toringo var. sargentii grows well in containers



Watercolours by Ray Lonergan,
A Design for Canon Hayes Park



8.2.10 Carrowclough

The Carrowclough estate was built in two different stages and completed in 2002
by Deaton Lysaght Architects as a housing project for Tipperary County Council
which necessitated a variety of housing types to cater for several generations and
combinations of families on the housing list. The houses were constructed with the
intention of promoting the integration of different user types and to encourage the
development of communities within the complex. The estate currently comprises a
mixture of Irish Nationals, Irish Travellers and Non-Nationals.

At a site visit with some of the residents, they expressed their ideas for the area as
well as their concerns. Many residents care about their space and require a means

to bring the entire estate and external community together through the greenspace.
Residents enjoy companionship and interaction with different families and friends in
the allotments and are active here but are concerned over the reduction in thenumber
of members over time. Residents have beautiful food gardens and growing tunnels full
to the brim with edibles but need to find a way to manage the site in a more organic
yet weed-free, vandalism-free, aesthetically appealing manner and there is very little
coherence to the site layout currently. Residents have a long-established hedgerow
and wildflower area set aside for biodiversity while the Tipperary Town Biodiversity
Group have also chosen another small area in another part of the estate forwildflowers.

To the rear of the allotments is a magnificent view of the Slievnamuck hills and the
Galtee mountains. Some of the residents are friendly with nearby farmers which is
always an asset.

Left: Aerial View of Carrowclough
Estate and allotments adjacent to
Glenview Square

Right: -- Mother Shipton Moth



While there are many residents who care about the estate and make efforts to keep
the area clean and tidy, they are at a loss as to how to resolve some of the problems
outlined below:

1. Vandalism (including trees)
2. Graffiti
3. Litter and dumping (including horse manure)
4. No security system
5. Residents fear for their personal safety
6. Segregation and associated apathy with various groups
7. Isolation from the town which retains the segregation
8. A lack of desire for full community engagement due to segregation
9. A lack of carewithin the community overall for the estate (including communal

hanging plants in the Green)

10. Residents feel invisible and abandoned by relevant authorities
11. Residents feel defeated when they see little return for their efforts
12. Inadequate service regarding the care of the estate
13. Residents feel uninformed and require communication
14. No community centre orofficial congregationarea (used byan external group)
15. One resident expressed an interest in having a library for the children (a clean

quiet safe space) and may have an interest in running the library
16. Only 12 allotment holders at present, but c. 22 sheds in use in the 2.2 acre

allotment space
17. Some unsightly growing tunnels, collapsing/rotten fencing, rotting sheds and

weedy paths in the allotments while costly to manage
18. Residents have had to invest their own money to repair damaged materials/

construct necessary facilities etc.

Photo above: The long established hawthorn biodiversity hedgerow with buttercup which will be protected for biodiversity





Photo top left: Makeshift fencing, Carrowclough, 2021
Photo top right: Pat Stokes, caretaker for the allotments takes great care of the
allotments and tunnels for his neighbours, 2021
Photo bottom left: Residents sheds in the allotments, 2021
Photo bottom right: Residents enjoy being out in the garden digging and growing
potatoes
Current page photo: A resident's mini tunnel and range of vegetables

Current proposals by residents subject to review by the wider estate and community
are as follows:

1. Establish a ‘Carrowclough Greensavers’ community (coined by residents)
organised by an independent party with no current or former connection
with the estate with a primary focus on the development and maintenance
of sustainable greenspace to include all parts of the estate – the green, trees,
flower beds and associated biodiversity, allotments, new sensory garden,
litter. Residents welcome fresh and innovative ideas for the estate.

2. More garda patrol/supervision required and/or security cameras linked to
the Garda station in the allotments and other locations [it may be possible to
remove fencing around allotments if this was done]

3. A new garden green in the centre of the estate with some replacement trees,
new trees, shrubs and flowers [a list of basic planting options are set out
below which will be open to deeper discussion later on with residents]; a new
seating area to be included. Amajor or complete reduction in grassed areas in
the Green and astroturf for football to prevent skid marks and unsightly lawns
[a cohesive design/layout would be important]

4. A restructure of the allotment site (in winter) to accommodate a multi-
functional integrated and cohesive space with many individual parts.

5. In the allotments, an enclosed sensory garden and playspace for children
including a quiet zone for autistic children

6. In the allotments, a ‘stage’ area for children’s shows/puppet shows/dance
7. In the allotments, a place to eat icecream and drink a coffee
8. In the allotments, a sheltered area for gardeners to sit, relax, chat and shelter

from the rain/sun
9. To encourage visitors for social interaction, community collaboration with

a number of allotments to be reserved as teaching/training allotments,
outreach beds for schools, resource centres, organic, horticultural, heritage
and botanical professionals and various organisations. Some of these training
programmes could potentially include the incorporation of overall site
maintenance while sustainable environmental management and ecology play
an important role. It will be important going forward to promote biodiversity
and sustainability and the reduction in the use of chemicals progressing to
a complete cessation and a conversion to organic practices over time which
could be included in the training. ‘Edible Estates’ – rethinking greenspace
in order to promote community and food growing is a community project
incorporated into the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Climate Adaptation
Sub Group Action Plan to include culinary gardening/healthy eating in
association with Knockanrawley Resource Centre and Three Drives Resource
Centre. Related courses made available through various organisations in the
town including Tipperary TidyTowns such as holistic nutrition, herbalism,
aromatherapy and host of others can also be incorporated. Other areas that
should be promoted here are community empowerment, co-production and
greenspace management, biodiversity, health and wellbeing and natural play
and this could be a natural progression for Carrowclough.

10. To use the greenspace for sport and fitness training (tai chi, yoga, exercise,
meditation)

11. Local employment schemes, traineeship programmes, specific skills training
e.g., FET, SOLAS, ‘Skillnets’ to include carpentry and construction training
courses should be considered for implementation of the new plan in
collaboration with the residents

12. To encourage visitors and social interaction/community collaboration, local
artists could be invited to display and possibly sell their art and crafts in a
newly designated space; this could possibly include local food producers and
food from the garden



13. To encourage visitors and social interaction/community collaboration,
heritage/historical presentations for tours to Tipperary or day trips passing
through on the way to The Glen of Aherlow/Cashel

14. New sheds required or [large new concrete shed in the allotment site with a
green roof, green walls, potting area, lockers, security system]. It would be
well to consider sustainability in the construction of the shed.

15. New dome style grow houses could replace the current makeshift/
deteriorating grow houses.

16. Toilets with a green roof and green walls for climate and a reed bed sewage
system

17. It would be advantageous to construct a concrete horse manure bay/
composting system to tidy up the space whereby the residents can use
the compost for the allotments/garden. The bay should be aesthetically
complimentary to the garden and incorporated in a seamless and accessible
manner. A short training course in composting would be advantageous (from
an expert).

18. Several water source points dispersed throughout the garden space are
necessary.

19. Climate friendly solar powered lighting would be efficient
20. New sustainable weed resistant paths in the allotments [resin bond/concrete

is one example].
21. Theft resistant concrete seating and tables
22. An office for meetings, classes and events
23. New raised beds with concrete edging to control weeds and for overall

enhancement
24. New trees required along the allotment fence line as a buffer against the views

of the allotments. [Trees from the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan could include
Rowan, Sorbus spp. which has white flowers inMay-June for pollinators or the
flowering cherry, Prunus serrulata ‘Amanogawa’ which has a fastigiate growth
habit and allows to retain some of the view of the hills which some residents
want

25. The removal of graffiti near the Green
26. A bicycle lane from the town to the site
27. Bug hotels, bird and bat boxes for biodiversity

A landscape concept drawing has been produced by ‘Golden Gardens’ to incorporate
these ideas for the allotments and to inspire residents to begin thinking about how
they would like to envision their area for the future. This drawing is not a definitive
plan and it is hoped that after the publication of the town landscape plan that residents
will come together as a collective for a deeper discussion. This drawing is by no
manner of means an ideal or representative drawing and for the sake of time has a
lot of concrete/paving. An ideal space should have more accurately, much less of a
‘park’ kind of atmosphere and much more of a ‘community garden’ atmosphere with

a lot more greenspace, growing space and interactive play space. In summary, this
Carrowclough Plan from a multi-functional point of view could potentially tick all of
the boxes of the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force themes and objectives as
follows:

a) Sport and Recreation: A range of health related activities e.g. yoga,
meditation, fitness for children, the elderly; recreational play space for
children; space for public performances in dance, music, puppet shows
etc.; a cycle lane to the site from the town centre provides exercise

b) Education and Training: Conception, construction, management and
maintenanceof the site througheducationand training; post construction,
many courses to enjoy on many subjects

c) Transport and Infrastructure: Cycle lane form the town to the
site; the site also would comprise new ‘green’ and ‘blue’ infrastructure
including trees, plants, eco walls/roofs and a pond

d) Heritage, Arts and Culture: A place to create and display art and crafts,
dance, music, food or give history and heritage displays and classes

e) Climate Adaptation: New pond, trees, shrubs, flowers and wildflowers
for climate and biodiversity from the AIPP; green roofs and walls; toilets
with a reed bed sewage system; solar lighting

f) Social Inclusion: A new innovative space for a socially disadvantaged
estate bringing the estate and wider community together in a holistic way
suitable for all ages, disciplines and interests; a sensory space for autistic
children; a space for adults with learning difficulties to study horticulture

g) Enterprise and Engagement: Opportunity for the development of two
new local businesses – a summer ice-cream business or a café/restaurant
business; opportunity for local producers to engage (food, arts and crafts)

h) Tourism: A place for day trippers to stop on the way to the Glen of
Aherlow or Cashel where they can use the toilet, have an ice-cream,
coffee, buy some art and crafts, get a history lesson, watch a play or a
performance or simply enjoy the garden; linked via paths and cycle lanes
to the town heritage trails

i) Image of Tipperary: A project such as this could potentially promote
Tipperary town as an innovative example of holism, revitalisation and
sustainability.



















In relation to the central ‘Green’ of the estate alreadymentioned , there are a few gaps
in thegreen where trees wereplanted and require replacement. Reduction of the lawn
space and a designated space for football with astroturf to prevent skid marks needs
to be included together with paths, flower beds (which could be raised) containing
smaller trees, shrubs and perennials aswell as outdoor lowmaintenance seating and a
table. Dyedwhite concrete gives a very nice ‘clean’ finish for outdoor low maintenance
furniture. Other advantages to concrete/cement seating/stone blocks/slabs are that
they are theft resistant; they do not rot; they do not require painting and if they suffer
from a graffiti attack, they are power wash ready. Concrete or bond resin are great
low maintenance path materials that prevent weeds from growing - the latter being
much cheaper.





The following are some planting recommendations:

Options:

Large/medium replacement trees:
a) Bird Cherry, Prunus padus*
b) Whitebeam, Sorbus aria*
c) Sorbus spp.* (choose from a range of species)

Plants/shrubs/bulbs for under the large trees:
Groundcover (choose one)

a) Vinca major (pollinator)
b) Vinca major ‘Variegata’
c) Vinca minor
d) Vinca minor ‘Atropurpurea’
e) Pachysandra terminalis (pollinator)
f) Juniperus horizontalis

Bulbs for under the groundcover under the trees :

a) Crocus spp.* (spring and autumn)* or
b) Muscari armeniacum* under Vinca spp. and Pachysandra sp. or
c) Allium sphaerocephalon* under Vinca ‘Atropurpurea’ or
d) Allium spp. * (summer) under Vinca spp. or Pachysandra sp.

Smaller Trees/Shrubs for new flower beds (not trees):
a) Buddleja globosa *
b) Cornus alba *
c) Hebe spp.*
d) Hydrangea paniculata *
e) Lonicera nitida (good for birds)
f) Rhus spp.
g) Viburnum opulus*
h) Weigela florida *

Low maintenance shrubs, if on a raised bed with trees:

i) Juniperus horizontalis ‘Blue Rug’
j) J. horizontalis ‘Blue prince’
k) J. horizontalis ‘Bar Harbor’
l) J. horizontalis ‘Prince of Wales’
m) J. horizontalis ‘Pancake’
n) J. horizontalis ‘Lime Glow’ (excellent for birds in winter)
o) Euonmymous fortunei ‘Emerald Gaiety’ (winter creeper excellent for

birds in winter
p) Rock rose, Cistus ‘Snow White’ and cultivars.

Perennials for shrub/flower beds, if raised with trees:
a) Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia) *
b) Argentinian Vervain Verbena bonariensis *
c) Allium spp. *
d) a-c with Cistsus sp., Juniperus sp. and Euonymous sp.

Perennials for shrub/flower beds, if at ground level:

e) Any perennials recommended for the Canon Hayes terrace
f) Any perennials listed in option A or B for perennials on the AIPP

Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
g) Those recommend for raised beds in this plan
h) Tree planting options could also be adopted from Aherlow Heights

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.2.11 Dundrum Drive

DundrumDriveandthisparticularareaofCarrownreddy includingpartsof thetownland
of Brodeen is a socially disadvantaged neighbourhood with high unemployment.
The demographic comprises Irish nationals, non-Irish Nationals and Irish travellers.
Construction commenced in some areas in the 1950’s such as St.Michael’s Ave whereas
other areas such as James Connolly Park ware built in the late 70s’.

Map ofDundrum Drive, Three Drives Plots andSports Pitch,Greenane Drive, St. Ailbe’s
Drive, Dundrum Road, James Connolly Park and the communal hill site with basketball
court adjacent to St. Michael’s Ave, Marian terrace and ‘The Plots’ who also share the
space with their neighbours.

On consultation with residents c. 10/08/21 which on the day of the site visit included
residents from James Connolly Park, Greenane Drive, St. Ailbe’s Drive which will be
outlined in this section and St. Michael’s Ave, all except the last of which are in the
townland of Carronreddy who share the greenspaces collectively, the following was
conveyed:

1. Concern for child safety slow down/children crossing signs required on
the nearby Dundrum road/St. Michael’s ave; new ramps required; another
pedestrian crossing required and the current one to be re-painted and
cleaned up

2. A reduction of the greenspace area (from no’s 5 -21) to allow for easier
movement of cars which currently have difficulty getting in and out

3. New/additional parking spaces in the general neighbourhood or on the Hill/
St. Ailbe’s Drive

4. The dead tree onDundrum road in front of the drive needs to be removed and
recommended plants for under the trees on this road to reduce chemcical
spraying and mowing are Pachysandra terminalis underpalnted with AIPP
autumn and spring crocus, snowdrops and Allium sphaerocephalon for the
summer. Bulbs are the best option for an area that is subject to vandalism.
(latin names in italics except spp.) Some residents would like small flower
beds with bulbs but have concerns about social issues. Larger allium cultiavrs
may work well here planted on masse for a very welcoming effect to the area.

5. The grass along here needs regular cutting and the edging needs to be done
here and all over these estates. The older generations who used to do the
edging are no longer physically able to do it

6. Children are bored and have nothing to do and need somewhere close to
home to play; the Canon Hayes centre is not always open; the after school
club is insufficient and only takes a small number of children

7. Multi-functional areas are required for children of different age groups which
would be ideal using either the centrally locatedHill or the shared greenspace
Multi-functional areas are required for children of different age groups which
would be ideal using the centrally located Hill between JamesConolly Park, St.
Ailbe's Drive, Greenane Drive, Dundum Drive and St. Michael's ave



8. In relation to the Dundrum Drive greenspace at the side, a locked gate at
night timewould prevent people from late night activities in this secluded site
and leaving an access key with a trusted resident from Dundrum Drive would
make sense. Residents are against using seating in the area but may consider
the possibility if a security camera linked to the police station is installed.
Residents also require the grass to be cut more often; the long grass prevents
the children from being able to play properly. Children require nets for their
posts for hurling and football.

9. Residents will not eat any of the vegetables produced in the allotments here
because there is a rodent problem.

10. Children need a clean and safe area where they can be monitored
11. A desire to be able to share the area with friends from other estates/locations

is there but major concern with vandalism brought from external locations
12. There is a major rubbish issue and residents want to discuss how to resolve it
13. Residents require the council to write to residents and encourage them to

clean up their area and to paint the remainder of their houses in the general
area

14. Residents require more regular landscape maintenance
15. Residents require both consultation and communication from the council

and resource centres as to decisionsmade regarding the estate. This includes
having consideration for residents who want to attend meetings but cant
attend due to family cirumstances e.g. family in hospital with cancer, stroke,
family deaths, hip issues. Is there a way to include their input/vote in these
kinds of circumstances?

16. Residents used to be involved in voluntary work around the estate and were
very happy to do it until complications arose concerning income in relation
to communication from the Labour Exchange. What are residents to do now?

17. Residents are interested in finding ways to create new space and wonder how
this is possible; they say that some CE Schemes and other schemes do not
offer an incentive to get involvedas they can have a domino effect of increased
rent and loss of fuel allowance and is there a means to have this rectified?

18. The basketball area along Dundrum drive/St. Ailbe’s drive needs to be power
washed and weeded

19. The shared green space between all of the areas - The Hill - between St.
Ailbes, JamesConnolly Park and DundrumRoad is another locationwhere this
idea could be considered and the area needs to be opened up to encourage
movement through the area; some raised concrete beds off the ground may
be good for children to plant into

20. Security camera linked to the police station required (not managed by

residents for safety) to monitor vandalism/littering in all active locations
particularly St. in Ailbe’s Drive and new locations to be potentially developed

21. Littering is a problem and some alleys need cleaning. A request was put in
some time ago by residents to remove the animal carcaases and rubbish
creating a health hazzard at Greenane Drive. It was reported that it has been
cleaned out but was still present on the day of the site visit. This was noted
and included in the residents summary feedback from the visit sent back to
residents who received a visit shortly thereafter from the Community Liaison
Officer who had the matter resolved quickly.

22. Repair or better remove the two pillars entrance to St. Ailbe’s drive which are
now a safety hazard and may collapse. The children are also using them for
jumping

23. There is no point in planting trees or plants in St. Ailbe’s drive cul-de-sac as
they will only be removed by vandals

24. There is a wall that is a major safety hazard in the cul-de-sac and about to
collapse on St Ailbe’s drive; can it be rebuilt as soon as possible before it
collapses and injures someone or before a child falls from it. The wall was
seen by an enginner and deemed safe for the time being. This wall is due to be
fixed next year in 2022 although this is not a satisfactory result for residents
who want it seen to now

25. St Ailbe’s drive needs to be cleaned up for litter, weeded and powerwashed
26. A new tarmac surface is needed
27. A new lawnmower is needed and can it be stored in the resource centre shed?

Where can residents leave grass cuttings?
28. The housing at the bottom of St. Ailbe’s drive and corner of Dundrum drive

require a fence to protect their children from the lorries on the dangerous road
29. Why were the ramps removed in St. Michael’s ave?
30. More fake flower hanging baskets required for houses that need them
31. Education in horticulture and healthcare for young women is interesting

though a low priority in light of the need to rectify more pressing issueswhich
must be dealt with first

32. Could some of the maintenance and work be done through education and
training or employment?

33. After this meeting with the residents, the feedback was summarised and sent
back to the residents. The council liaison met with residents approximately
two weeks later whereby a number of the outlined issues were addressed
very quickly. It is expected that by the time this publication is released that
there has been a lot more progress e.g. house painting, litter, walls and paths,
security, hanging baskets e.t.c.



34. Futher along Dundrum road, there are bollards that need to be taken out
35. There are drains outside Longs House that need to be seen to
36. The hedge near Jack Corby's needs on-going cutting
37. The verges need to be cut twice yearly
38. The walls need to be sandblasted
39. At St. Michael's ave/roundabout, the wall coming onto it needs to be

sandblasted

The following is a concept design based on input from some of the residents and
children with regards to their greenspace. Health, happiness, safety and a productive
place for their children is paramount for the residents. Anything else in relation to
the landscape is secondary. The Hill was chosen as the sample site as it is a spacious
and strategically located communal space shared by James Conolly Park, Dundrum
rd, Dundrum Dr, St. Ailbe's drive, Grenane dr., St.Michael's Ave and other locations..
Residents require for the area to be opened up with pathways and various activities for
children and adults including football, playground, frisbee area, pond, flower beds, a
few trees and tall raised beds to protect against rodents. While the pond in the design
may not be the best option in terms of health and safety, it merely reflects current
ideas from children:

Page 107: Aerial view of a landscape concept for the communal area known as The Hill

Page 108: Overview of the site with a water body, landscape structure and children’s
play area

Page 109: Another perspective with evergreen groundcover for biodiversity and to
preventchemical spraying

Page 110: Perspective of the entire site including outdoor exercise area and existing
basketball court

Page 111: Outdoor exercise area

Page 112: Children’s crawling tunnels and an area with the potential for the
development of any further ideas

Page 113: Children’s frisbie area

Page 114: Outdoor waterbody which ideally should be a lot smaller/not there for
safety reasons but it was requested

Page 115: Outdoor architectural structure for shelter and events/bands

Page 116 Sculpture to visually enhance the area

Page 117: An updated version of the original drawing to include a few changes/
features including a requested car park

Page 118: Concrete raised beds in the frisbie area for Janie Hogan/residents/
children to plant up with shrubs, flowers, pollinator plants, organic edible
foods and herbs. Low maintenance materials help to deal with vandalism and
prevent chemical spraying by containing plants high off the ground

Page 119: Additional raised beds which can be planted with any plants of choice

Page 120: A football area added to the site drawing

Page 121: Outdoor exercise area with a skateboarding area included

Page 122: Overview of the altered waterbody drawing

Page 123: Waterbody near stepping stones which are a safety hazard but they give





































8.2.12 Garryskillane

This estate is near Station road and the railway station and was built sometime in the
1960’s (Mary Corcoran pers. commun). There is no residents group for this location.
The small area comprises a central green area surrounded by houses which comprises
Garryskillane and Tudor Court. There is also an old by-road/R664 that links the estate
with ‘An Duiche’ and to the Glen of Aherlow.

1. Children are using this road to see their friends at ‘An Duiche’ or to get to
school from ‘An Duiche’. This road is also being used as dumping ground for
large rubbish bags which is a health and safety hazard. Is it possible to install
security cameras in order to prevent this behaviour?

2. Cars are using this road and drive too fast. ‘Slow, Children Crossing’ signs and
speed bumps are needed

3. Residents at Garryskillane want a playground for children in Tipperary (they
have to go all the way to Cashel or Clonmel) and parents do not want their
children around any anti-social behaviour which is prevalent in someplay areas

4. The fences need to be painted in front of the houses
5. A local gardener was cleaning up the overgrown garden for a local older lady

unable to do the work herself. Residents asked if it would be possible to find a
way to help and organise a clean-up of other/vacant houses

6. Weeding along the railway wall is necessary (a minor issue)
7. Residents complained that the railway road, adjacent to the estate has a lot

of potholes
8. The hedge along the drive leading up to the rear of Garryskillane and Tudor

Court needs to bemaintained and residents fromboth addresses are enquiring
as to how this will be managed

9. The council recently cleaned the drains but these need to be maintained
regularly

10. Some of the tarmac needs to be power-washed to remove the algae and it is
wearing down in places

11. Residents are happywith the central green as it is andwill discuss at a later date
if they require any flower beds/more trees; some residents were unavailable
to contribute due to family circumstances, however, they are welcome to get
in touch with the chairman for Tipperary TidyTowns

A proposed design for the future along the lines of the following photo may work for
an area such as this ensuring that it is designed complimentary to the box shape of the
green and incorporating paths and seating or other features that may be of interest to
residents.

Planting Options:

1. Betula lenta (cherry birch), underplanted with Lonicera nitida which can be
shaped over time, or

2. Betula utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Grayswood Ghost’ or any white bark birch (not
silver) on raised beds underplanted with ribbons of the following:
● Russian sage*
● Verbena spp.*
● white groundcover rose such as ‘ Partridge’, ‘Snow Carpet’ and ‘Grouse’

(30cm) or anywhite potentilla Creeping junipers such a ‘Lime Glow’, ‘Blue
Rug/Carpet’, ‘Blue Star’ or ‘Green Acres’ or other evergreen groundcover
such as Microbiota decussata . All of these species are ideal weed
suppressants and provide food and winter protection for small birds and
insects.

3. Incorporate bat/bird boxes, bug hotels in the area



8.2.13 Glenview Square

The forty year anniversary of the construction of Glenview Square is in 2022. It was built by the county council and has a demographic of older generation Irish nationals and
a small number of immigrants from Lithuania and Poland. The estate is surrounded on three sides by a historic wall and inside, a row of houses, the remnants of the married
quarters of the British Military barracks constructed in 1874 by James Newstead of Fermoy. A fragment of the portico of the officers’ mess can be seen next door at St. Vincent’s
court, next to St.Vincent’s hospital, the old barracks hospital.

The interior of the barracks wall
has a strip of lawn and shrub border
which does not cover the length of
the wall with mixed shrubs planted
intermittently in no particular
order. Current thoughts for the area
currently agreed but subject to further
discussion by residents are as follows:

1. Plant climbers, Hydrangea anomla
subsp. petiolaris * (summer)
2. Below at shrub level, to brighten
the area and for pollinators, fill with
biennials and perennials: Agastache
‘Blue Boa’* (late summer/autumn)
and cultivars; Alcea spp.*; Digitalis
purpurea* and cultivars (summer)
3. A new bench is needed

In the sports area:
1. A security camera needed
2. Wildflower seed patch planted in
collaboration with TTBG in the corner
for the AIPP which did not germinate.
Residents need instructions as to how
to sow wildflowers

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Guide

Photo Left: An old postcard of
Tipperary Barracks



Inside the estate:

1. New tarmac needed, the present one is a health and safety hazard and forty
years old

2. Some tree roots are lifting up the pavement and need to be removed forhealth
and safety

3. Footpaths cracks need to be filled and moss/algae removed to prevent
slipping, particularly near the trees

4. The small shaded garden will be left as it is except to plant snowdrops for
winter and crocus for spring under the trees, where the lawnmower will not
reach

5. Raised beds planted with ornamental box
balls and perennials which will die back in
the winter and resurface in the spring until
autumn.Someplantsrecommendedasfollows:
Buxus sempervirens balls (good evergreen
winter decoration), purple kitchen sage and
perennials for sping, summer and autumn:
Agastache spp.*; Anthemis spp.*; Artemesia
ludoviciana; Buphthalmum salicifolium*;
Campanula glomerata*; Echinacea purpurea*;
Euryops sp.; Helenium ‘Waltraut’*, ‘Butterpat’
or other yellow varieties; Lupinus sp. (blue);
Leucanthemum ‘Silver Princess’*; Leucojum
vernum, Lychnis coronaria ‘Alba’*; Nepeta
spp.*, Penstemon spp.; Sedum spp.*, Rudbeckia
spp.*, and Stachys spp.*;Verbena rigida* (short
variety). Residents do not want trees planted
in their raised beds. Another option to keep
it very simple would be to use alliums* and
verbenas* (tall) mixed with buxus.

6. Hanging baskets: ensure to include pollinators
recommended by the AIPP such as Bacopa
sp.* (used a filler), Bidens sp.* and Sanvitalia
procumbens*. Other bedding plants can be
used in combination with the pollinators
for aesthetic affect are Antirrhinum sp.,
Arctotis sp, Agryanthemum spp, Begonia spp.,
Brachyscome sp., Calibrachoa sp. and Petunia
sp. to name a few.

7. Close to the station road entrance toGlenview
Square, at No. 2, there is a green square lawn

with trees. Keeping it low maintenance, concrete planterswith fruit trees may
work here under-planted with any of the perennials, mixed with some of the
annuals already mentioned. Some of the planters from the main street and
other locations once replaced could be moved to this location. A concrete
border should be constructed around the base of the planters so that the
grass can be cut and so that the town gardener does not have to get off the
lawnmower. It would be important also to ensure that the gardener has room
to turn when placing the planters.

Photo below: Example of a raised bed with herbs and perennials (exclude seating)



In early 2004, Tipperary Remembrance trust was formed. The Trust brought
together Irish Ex-service women and men and people associated with and
dedicated to Remembrance, Peace and Reconciliation. Adjacent to St. Vincent’s
Day Care Centre on the site of the former military barracks is a greenspace
and the only remaining portico of the Officers Mess and Living Quarters at St.
Vincent’s Court. The trust renovated the Portico, and on completion, it was
named ‘Tipperary Remembrance Arch’ dedicated on 30th September 2005 by
President MaryMcAleese to the memory of those who came home from conflicts
seriously injured, maimed, sick, did not survive long or who are still missing.

Those who gave their lives since the end of WW2 are displayed on tablets on the
rear of the arch. The Trust holds an annual remembrance ceremony at the Arch
on the last Sunday of September. This greenspace would be an ideal location for
a ‘Garden of Remembrance’ or ‘Peace Garden’ incorporating the arch into the
design, highlighting the historical features, history and those who died with a
central ceremonial space, accessed via the arch. This site is also on the last leg of
the RiverAra walk trail taking thewalker backonto Station road and into the town
centre on the historic town trail passing by the workhouse, the Water tower, the
Abbey School, Creamery and many other interesting architectural buildings.

A temporary option for St. Vincent's area would be to add a long T shaped
concrete platform for ceremonies accessed via the arch. Large planters with trees
and pollinator perennials could be used to embellish the platform and general
greenspace. Planting recomendations could include plants for Glenview Square,
Canon Hayes Park or Aherlow Court.

An alternative option could be to reconstruct a model of the original site as
part of the garden features e.g. made into seating or raised beds. A lazer 3D
model projected for night time viewing could be another option used for special
ceremonial events e.g. The Tipperary Peace Prize.

Photo Left: Remembrance Ceremony at Tipperary Remembrance Arch



8.2.14 Greenane Drive

Please see Dundrum Drive, St. Ailbe’s Drive and James Connolly Park for additional
information as the site visit which includes input from a group of residents who gave
their collective input for all of these locations which are in close proximity to one
another. While there are different residents groups for different areas, all of these
families and children are affected by decisions or activities that occur at any or all of
these shared-use locations.

The pathway located between Greenane Drive and St.
Ailbe’s Drive would do very well with four Rhus typhina,
the staghorn sumac underplanted with Hackonecloa
macra and embellished with Buxus sempervirens domes
which are slightly flatter than balls. These trees will
provide shelter for small birds while the grasses will
spread and cover the area and prevent grass cutting
and chemical spraying. The Buxus sp. will provide a
little ornamentation. Another plant that would work
well instead of the ornamental grass is Lonicera nitida
which looks great left ‘wild’ or shaped into a flat box.
Adding colourful plants in this location would likely
result in their removal and as a consequence, a simple
yet attractive scheme may be the most sensible option.
Other simpler options for this area would be to remove
the grass and cover with lowmaintenance prostrate habit
groundcover such as juniper, Cotoneaster spp.*. (see
Station road) or Ceanothus spp. (see station road). This
may also be a nice spot for planting single or multi-stem
pollinator trees such as Amelanchier spp*. These could
be under planted with evergreen Pachysandra terminalis
allowing small bulbs such as autumn and spring crocus
and snowdrops for ground level pollinators. These trees
would provide food for bees in spring, while the berries
are eaten by birds and humans and they have the most
magnificent autumn colour. They will grow in any soil
and are easy to prune and not so dense as to darken an
area. Evergreen groundcover is the smartest option while
wildflowers, soft herbaceous perennials and alpines die
back in the autumn and winter leaving the area partly
bare and scruffy requiring maintenance. Many residents
are cynical about the possibility of planting in the area

and to avoid being subject to vandalism, it would be wise to include asmany people as
possible in the planting and create a sense of ownership/stewardship to prevent the
same. If residents can realistically achieve this without vandalism, thenmore ambitious
planting options could be included such as lavender or amixture of junipers combined
with Russian sage* and Verbena bonariensis*.

Photo below: Hackonecloa macra works well as a ground cover grass



The remainder of the green areas
consist of a series of small raised
blocks of lawn. Conservative
options using strong trees
from the NBR Scheme such as
Sorbus spp.* would work well.
Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigiata’
or the ornamental pear tree
‘Chanticleer’* are also nice using
the recommended plants above
for under the trees. To create
visual impact, it is recommended
that only one species is chosen
for the blocks. The tarmac needs
to be upgraded and power-
washed. Finally, some houses
appear to be run-down and
residents are enquiring as to
whether there are residents
present or not. An update from
the community liaison officer
in October 2021 outlined that
this issue was being looked into
as well as dog and litter issues.
Tipperary TidyTowns has made
great strides in tackling the litter
problem on the estate under the
leadership of Cristina Garani
supported by the resident’s
community coordinator/
resource centres.

Photo right: Box balls surrounded
by lavender for pollinators

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly



8.2.15 James Connolly Park

Please see Dundrum Drive, St. Ailbe’s Drive and Greenane drive for additional
information as the site visit includes input from a group of residents who gave their
collective input for all of these locations which are in close proximity to one another.
All of these families and children are affected by decisions or activities that occur at
any or all of these shared-use locations.

In one of the locations on James Connolly Park, there is a very small courtyard of c.
10 houses. In this courtyard green is a well-kept, small but very floriferous garden
filled with trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, hanging baskets and a lawn created by
Janie Hogan for herself and her neighbours. Janie grows a lot of pollinators including
Calendula officinalis, a ‘bee happy’ herbaceous perennial usually grown as an ‘annual’
which also repels garden pests and is edible with healing benefits. Usually Janie allows

Photo below: Janie Hogan’s hanging baskets at James Connolly Park



these flowers to revert to seed and simply casts them back into the flower bed for the
following year. Janie is also growing rose climbers along the wall near the Fr. Matthew
St/Cashel Rd entrance to the estate and requires some help to get some more climber
wires onto the wall. Janie had a lot of other flower beds on James Connolly Park
(road) and on ‘The Hill’ but mower accessibility was an issue and they were removed.
Janie would appreciate that if ‘The Hill’ was to be developed as a multi-functional
community greenspace than some flowers bedswere once again brought into the area,
strategically located in amaintenance freemanner whereby it would not interferewith
people cutting grass/strimming.. This could be done in the form of raised beds laid

on concrete or in other ways. The remainder of James Conolly Park road that connects
to Rosanna road has some empty areas that have room for more pollinator trees such
as Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer', rowan or lime. Then write asterisk AIPP Pollinator
Friendly Planting Code. It is hoped that other residents in the general neighbourhood
will follow the example of people such as Janie and other neighbours who enjoy
gardening in the care of the estate. Residents are encouraged to contact Tipperary
TidyTowns with any concerns or ideas that they may have for the future of the estate
so that planning can commence as to how to achieve this.

Photo below: A resident’s hanging baskets and roses



8.2.16 John O Leary Place

John O Leary Place is adjacent to the historical Dillon Street where the full-length wall of
the back gardens of Dillon Street forms one of the views. It can be described as having a
small central green lawn area surrounded by a modern twentieth century row of housing
comprised mostly of older Irish nationals. The green is used by Irish nationals and non-
national children from the neighbouring Dillon Street. Another smaller area requires
improvement. Currently neighbours have mixed views regarding children using the space;
however, there is no anti-social behaviour. A compromise is recommended which would
include lawn edging, the introduction of pollinator trees, shrubs and flowers (see AIPP
guidelines) for noise attenuation and increased biodiversity and a reduction in the size of
grassed area. The following is a list of recommendations for the area:

The Central Green
Recommendations for Garryskillane or Canon Hayes Park central green or a combination
of both would suit this location. It is advised that residents consult one another for a
discussion and to contact Tipperary TidyTowns as some residents want children to be able
to play in the area and some do not. Seating is also required by some residents ensuring
that the main green space in the centre is not interferred with.

The Small Bed
Pachysandra terminalis underplantedwithCrocus spp. (smaller area after grass is removed).
A raised bed would be nice here near the tree to be planted up by residents with their own
pollinator plants of choice (see AIPP Planting Code)

The Walls
Some of the heritage walls are being damaged by ivy. It may be advantageous to organise
intermittent ‘NeighbourhoodClean-upDays’ which could be organised by the local heritage
centres/various organisations to give relief to the older generationswhomayhavedifficulty
in getting around to help to cut the ivy, to clean up the weeds and to note and catalogue
the more interesting wall plants (e.g., the adria bellflower, Campanula portenschlagiana
not to be confused with Aubretia sp., rusty-back ferns, Ceterach officinarum, spleenwort/
maidenhair, Asplenium trichomanes or wall-rue, Asplenium ruta-muraria as well as visiting
bees or insects. Victorian wall pocket planters or hanging baskets either commissioned by
a craftsperson or sourced from an auctioneer may help to enhance the area although this
would need to be agreed and discussed with neighbours as well as The Heritage Council
for potential damage to walls. The older generations would need assistance with the
management of these. Other modern walls need to be plastered and painted which could
be achieved through the arrangement of TETB and other training courses and volunteers.

Photo right: Original Victorian wall planter



8.2.17 Marian Terrace

This estate comprises 174 houses constructed by Tipperary county council in the 1950’s.
This includes St. Michael’s Ave and the central ‘green’ between the two streets known
locally as ‘The Plots’. The community spirit is maintained through organising various
events such as annual masses, family fun days, Easter raffle, children parties, workshops
and carol singing. The CJ Kickham band visits the area at various times of the year and
performs outdoors in ‘the plots’. In 2015, some of the residents came together to build
some plots for growing various plants of interest, however, these have been neglected
over time culminating in complete cessation during the global health crisis. Residents
have no real outlet for the various sectors of the local community and would enjoy a
communal space for all people, where they could collaborate, garden, grow food, be
sporty, sunbathe and be creative. Residents look forward to coming together again to
develop and restore the area and anticipate new generations coming forward to become
caretakers for the area.

A concept design (drawings A-I) in the coming pageswith someof these ideas incorporated
is included. This is not the actual site plan/design and these drawings have been created
to inspire residents not only on St. Michael’s street andMarian Terrace but in every estate
to begin thinking about how they want to see their area. It is hoped that after this plan
has been viewed that all residents from every estate will sit down together on a larger
scale for discussion. It is important to note that the site will need to be a low maintenance
plan and some elements in the concept may need to be moved, removed or altered e.g.
for accessibility for the ride-on lawn mower. This concept could certainly afford to
incorporate more play space for children including swings, climbing frames, merry-go-
round, swing ball, hopscotch and other games. An enclosure may be necessary for some
children while astroturf may be a more suitable option for some of the area.

A series of site perspectives are outlined from A-I:

A. Aerial view of the Plots intersecting Marian terrace and St. Michael’s Ave
B. Football area with nets (astroturf may be an option)
C. Aerial view 2
D. Aerial View 3
E. Sunbathing and seating area (with options for adding much more such as play

area, more seating or to change completely)

Photo left: Artwork by Cathal Price, Marian Terrace



F. Play area, crawling tunnels and wall murals by Cathal
Price

G. Raised beds for plants of choice (pollinators, herbs,
flowers, salads, vegetables, fruits, ferns, perennials)
with pollinating apples trees in the distance. Raised
beds could be done in such a way that that does not
interfere with grass cutting

H. More raised beds and planters (no strimming
required); planters can be designed in any height or
shape with attached seating

I. Entrance to site and outdoor exercise machines/
fitness equipment on either side of the entrance

Some of the plants and trees that can be used here are apple
trees (see Aherlow Heights/Court), NBR and other trees
(AherlowHeights/Court), Greenane Drive or Glenview Square/
St.Vincent’s Court; for flowers, see bedding plants for the Main
Street; for grasses and perennials seeMain Street, CanonHayes
park, Approach Roads and roundabouts.

Local resident and artist, Cathal Price was involved in the
constructionofthewall in‘theplots’withhisfriendsandresidents
hope once again to see the young people at work to build a new
greenspace for all to enjoy. Cathal hopes to incorporate wall
murals into the area and a low maintenance multi-functional
space that can be used for sport, outdoor exercise, children
games, sunbathing, artwork/painting, for growing trees, raised
beds for planting, for biodiversity and outdoor events. Cathal
has lived on the estate for all of his life; he went to Gaelscoil
Thiobraid Árainn and St. Ailbe’s secondary school. He is a self-
taught artist and is currently working at steel frame houses
and structures and hopes to inspire the young with his art.
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8.2.18 Pearse Park

Pearseparkwhichcovers anareaof approximately 22 acreswasconstructedbyTipperary
County Council in 1980 (Mary Corcoran pers. commun) and has a demographic of Irish
nationals and a small number of Polish residents. The majority of greenspace consists of
open lawn space with a smallwalled, very shaded and secluded resident’s garden located
at 52°28’25” N/ 8°09’15” W. The garden consists of maturing trees, grass and some
plants along the wall. Recent arrangements were made by TTBG, Tipperary TidyTowns
and Tipperary County Council to leave the area as a ‘No Mow, No Spray’ location for
wildflower seed sowing along with a number of other locations mapped out around the
town leaving a 12’ strip cut by a mower for clean edges. This was to help to increase the
populations of bees and other pollinators, important for sustainability either by planting
wildflower seed and/or leaving areas fallow for natural development.

A subsequentmeeting held by the residents with the Community LiaisonOfficer for the
county council, Catríona Crowe andCommunityDevelopment Coordinator, Ruth Smith
outlined a number of resident’s requests. Several residents were contacted several
times by phone or e-mail for their feedback regarding their requests/requirements
and ideas for the landscape plan who did not respond. An on-site meeting with Pat
Ryan, one of the resident’s representatives provided her ideas and the important
feedback that she wanted to share from the meeting regarding the garden space:

1. In the garden, rubbish clearance with a digger and grass seed is to be sown
(rubbish cleared summer 2021)

2. Residents don't want wildflowers sown in the garden as they want the grass to
be mowed. There is concern that if wildflowers were sown direct or flower beds
created that vandals will dig up the plants or trample any sowing/planting. Also
the area becomes flooded and swampy regularly, is heavily shaded by trees and
bordered by three walls and is not the ideal location. Residents though could
consider cutting the grass less regularly for a short flowering wildflowermeadow
cutting every six weeks which would not require any wildflower seed sowing
and may produce some pollinator plants such as clover, self heal and birds foot
trefoil in the areas between the trees exposed to sunlight. The first cut would be
after 15th April, the 2nd, the end of May, the 3rd, mid-late Jul, the 4th the end of
August and the 5th after mid October. It will be up to the residents and the town
gardener to decide what they want and when they are ready

3. Reduce dumping, anti-social behaviour
4. Create a safer space for children to play
5. Continue to develop biodiversity (already a habitat for insects, bats and birds) by

adding some bat and bird boxes; encourage pollinators (residents selected bulbs

such as daffodils*, bluebells*, crocus* and snowdrops*) with a view to creating
flower beds at a later time. These bulbs are included in the All Ireland Pollinator
Plan Friendly Planting Guide. Bulbs are smart plants to use in locations where
there is vandalism and a history of plants being pulled up by vandals

6. Fourteen ash trees to be relocated to thehills by Joe’s GardenCentre (therewere
issues with people pulling out apple trees and pear trees previously). This is a
good action and part of theCircular economy reuse national initiatives, although
a better site might be worth looking into for the future for trees

7. This area is not suitable for seating or a playground and residents have
concern about people loitering in the area. This particular area would never be
professionally advised/suggested for this purpose while large trees are present

8. There are two drains to be cleared out
9. An RSS worker linked to the residents group to be appointed tomaintain the site

and cut the grass
10. An amenity grant was applied for to help to carry out the work

While this garden area can no longer be maintained as a ‘No Mow, No Spray’ zone for
wildflower seed sowing based on the feedback, the above option has been recommended
as a ‘No Sow, No Spray’ and a ‘No Mow, No Spray’ zone for a short flowering meadow
and to further supplement the ‘No Spray’ element, resident’s could ask the town
gardener to refrain from spraying along by the wall by planting ground cover, thereby
preventing weeds from emerging. This would be a nice pilot project for resource
centres, biodiversity/environmental groups and primary and secondary schools in
collaboration with residents. When residents feel that they are ready for planting and
have resolved their anti-social issues, a discussionwith the town gardenermay produce
a satisfactory result and it is advised not to plant deciduous herbaceous perennials -
plants that die back and get scruffy during the year or anything that is not suitable
for shady locations. Evergreen groundcover or pollinating shade loving shrubs is best.
Residents can choose whether they want to use low growing coniferous evergreens,
softer texture evergreens or creepers such as Euonymus fortunei and cultivars, Vinca
minor or Vinca major. Ground level plants are probably best to avoid attracting the
attention of vandals.

As fortune may have it, the town gardener does not spray chemicals under the trees
in this garden, mostly due to the fact that the grass is not growing in the shade under
the big canopies. To tidy up the bare patches under the trees, plant shade loving
Pachysandra terminalis evergreen groundcover which will spread quickly and may
reduce some grass cutting after it spreads out - a superficial reduction in grass cutting

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



at best. Pachysandra ‘Silver Edge’ is another option. The groundcover can be planted
underneath with some of the AIPP bulbs recommended by the residents providing
seasonal and much needed food for pollinators. Other groundcover plants include:
creepingdogwood,Cornus canadensis, Cyclamen spp.,Anemonenemorosa andcultivars,
Lamium maculatum ‘Beacon Silver’*, shade loving Pulmonaria angustifolia* subsp.
azurea and cultivars, Tiarella cordifolia, Brunnera macrophylla, Houttuynia cordata
'Chameleon’ (great for the swampy bits), evergreen star jasmine, Trachelospermum
spp. and Anaphalis triplinervis which are also popular but the perennials die back
during the year and residents must be prepared to maintain the area themselves if
they choose those options to prevent chemical spraying. Organisers must be realistic
about maintenance. The town gardener will not have the time to come back and weed
by hand so it is very important that the appropriate plants are chosen from the onset,
saving valuable time and expense.

New CommunityDevelopment Coordinator, Teresa Normilewas contacted in Dec2021
and was provided with the provisional and detailed estates feedback acquired from
the residents during the pandemic/construction of the landscape plan and before
amendments/public release in spring 2022. Ms. Normile however communicated that
she was unable to provide any updates or information for the amendments due to her
inability to meet residents during the pandemic, however she did defer to the family
of Pat Ryan at Joe’s Garden Centre. A discussion with the family reiterated the points
already discussedby residentswith CommunityDevelopment Coordinator, Ruth Smith
and Community Liaison Officer, Catríona Crowe. It is expected that by the time this
plan is published that many elements of the resident’s feedback will already have been
implemented by the relevant parties.

The main green area (70m x 60m approx.) is quite a large area with a football zone
and hopscotch zone was discussed with artist Ray Lonergan, resident Timmy White
and Adrian O Connor considering a range of options for the area subject to further
discussion with the remaining residents outlined below:

1. Maintaining the sporting and play areas create a tree plantation for climate
adaptation with some rare and unusual trees e.g. the tulip tree, Liriodendron
tulipifera and cultivars. This is a beautiful tree native to North America with
unusual leaves and the most magnificent nectar flowers of which are used to
produce honey for bakers. Brewers spruce, Picea breweriana native toOregon
has had vulnerable status on the IUCN Red List and decline is expected to
continue due to forest fire and climate change; another species is Picea
omorika; evergreen oak/holm oak, Quercus ilex; Japanese Cedar, Cryptomeria
japonica; Korean fir, Abies koreana, an endangered species to South Korea.
Other trees include Aralia elata ‘Variegata’ ; the endangered monkey puzzle,
Araucaria araucana, the silver birch, Betula pendula, Cedrus deodara, the near
threatened deodar cedar, Chamaecyparis obtusa; the flowering dogwood,

Cornus kousa var. chinensis; near threatened, Kashmir cypress, Cupressus
cashmeriana; thehandkerchief tree,Davidia involucrata var. vilmoriniana; the
endangered,Ginkgobiloba, theonlysurvivingtreeatHiroshima;theendangered
Magnolia stellata; the critically endangered Metasequoia glyptostroboides; the
critically endangered, Persian ironwood, Parrotia persica; the white spruce,
Picea glauca conica; the tibetan cherry, Prunus* serrula; the endangered giant
redwood, and the critically endangered Wollemi pine, Wollemia nobilis. This
could also be mixed with native trees

2. Resident Adrian O Connor mentioned apple trees which are on the AIPP and
permaculture - see Aherlow Court for examples of apple trees

3. A native tree planting plan from the NBR Scheme – see Aherlow Court

4. Build pathways through the urban arboretum of choice which would be the
location suitable for eating areas, play area, outdoor exercise area, football
area (see Marian terrace drawings for multi-functionality). Unfortunately the
opportunity to discuss this with more of the residents did not come about
and it is understood that social issues may very well outweigh the desire for
anything radical which if it was ever implementedwould be so beneficial. Using
drawings that have consolidated people ideas are sometimes the only way to
illustrate to stakeholders what is possible with those ideas. See a depiction of
some of those ideas discussed with local artist Ray Lonergan

5. Some of the areas could be reserved for raised beds planted with trees, shrubs
and pollinators

6. Low maintenance raised beds constructed from high quality concrete in
different shapes and heights and placed intermittently on the pathways
through the arboretum for residents to grow food, herbs and vegetables
would be very good for promoting healthy eating and organic gardening

7. A pond for aquatic biodiversity would be beautiful

8. Local sculptures strategically placed

9. Another interesting option would be to convert the green to a natural
wildflower meadow without interfering with the sport/play areas leaving
it as an actual long flowering ‘No Mow, No Spray’ area or indeed, another
short flowering meadow. This would produce a beautiful meadow if managed
properly by the county council/residents requiring only a mower width strip
around the edges of the green and sport/play areas. Refer to the biodiversity
section on how to grow/manage a short or long wildflower meadow. This
option was put forward to resident Timmy Whyte in 2020 to discuss with his
groups at KRC and TTBG. It is unclear as to what the conclusion was but it
would be important that all residents have their say

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code





Concerns were expressed by a resident on Pearse Park (road) that the area should be
left fallow for biodiversity. The resident does not like the use of chemicals or grass to
be cut. While the county council is not currently refraining from grass cutting, some
measures can be adopted to provide a compromise. For reduced mowing, adopt the
short flowering meadow option and to prevent chemical spraying under the trees,
evergreen groundcover which spreads quickly should be planted. Avoid deciduous
plants to prevent the town gardener from the need to spray later on. Plant after the first
frost and complete the planting of one area with an adequate number of plants before
moving on to another area. Evergreen Pachysandra terminalis or new silver cultivars
are ideal for this exposed urban location subjected to dog litter, digging and vandals etc.
as well as for low maintenance. For AIPPpollinators, plant under the ground coverwith
crocus for spring and autumn, snowdrops or winter aconite for winter or Allium spp.
for the summer. While lawnmowers do not usually mow around tree roots, planting
around the base of the trees may reduce mowing to a minimal degree if the ground
cover spreads out, creating another superficial “NoMow'' area of sorts. Planting under
trees with annuals and perennials is also an option that some prefer but can be high
in maintenance. The annuals, while they reseed to a degree, need to be supplemented

with more seeding each year to compete with the encroaching grass which will need
to be weeded out and tend to bloom best only before bud burst on the trees. They will
also encourage “weeds” which on one hand are great for biodiversity but can get very
scruffy after flowering, thereby encouraging chemical spraying and an unacceptable
appearance to some people. The seeds may also blow into the grass and may only
encourage more chemical spraying instead of less spraying. Perennials die back during
the year leaving bare patches and encouraging spraying yet again. Alpine plants and
succulents are not suitable for under trees. Another solution to reduce more grass
cutting but creating more work in another way would be to add a series of dry stone
raised flower beds with a range of pollinating herbaceous perennials and grasses – see
Canon Hayes or The River Ara recommendations for AIPP plants. A concrete/cobbled
edging around the beds would work well for mowing and the town gardener could
avoid having to strim as a consequence.

All of these new ideas are subject to further discussion by residents for their input. No
professional concept drawings wereproduced for Pearse as it wouldbe very important
that residents and various groups’ ideas are consolidated into a cohesive and agreed
plan, compiled by a professional.

Left: An example of what
could be done with Pearse
Park

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly
Planting Code



8.2.19 Rosanna Close

There are approximately fifty two houses in the close constructed around 2004
comprising Irish nationals to non-Irish nationals from Eastern European (Polish/
Lithuania). The following is a list of concerns and requests by the residents in relation
to the landscape:

1. The council has stopped cutting the grass and residents want to know why?
2. Arrangements need to be made regarding grass cutting/lawn mowers for

residents?
3. Is the sweeper truck going to come in all the way around the estate?
4. Residents intend to forma committee, facebook page, secretary and treasurer
5. Walls around the estate including the entrance are cracked and need to be

re-plastered and painted
6. The caps from the walls and pillars are on the ground/being removed by

vandalism and children (with no outlet) who are climbing walls; these require
to be bolted back on as they are a safety hazard among other things

7. From No. 10-19, children are climbing in over the back wall from other
locations and residents would like to plant a thorny hedgerow for pollinators
and to deter them from getting in e.g. wild roses* or barberry*,Berberis
thunbergii ‘Atropurpurea’. David Austin has a huge selection of wild rose
species and varieties to choose from on-line or some should be available at
the local garden centre. Order and plant bare root in Feb/March. To avoid
disappointment, contact the nurseries very early

8. Security cameras would be helpful
9. A means to cover the electrical box
10. Littering is an issue/rubbish bins required
11. Benches required in visible locations
12. A multi-functional play space would be good (soccer for boys and something

for the girls…?)
13. There is a flooding issue on the road and the gulley’s/silt traps need to be

unblocked
14. Is there a grant for painting houses? There are some that require newpaint and

could the houses use the same colours/new colours for aesthetic uniformity?
15. A row of trees were cut down previously adjacent to the walls and residents

would like them to be replanted as they provide shelter, noise attenuation, a

pleasing effect and help with pollution from traffic. Pollinators/trees with a
columnar or fastigiate growth habit are necessary for a very narrow border
such as the Japanese flowering cherry*, Prunus serrulata ‘Amonogowa’, Acer
rubrum ‘Columnare’ or Acer saccharum ‘Temple’s Upright’

16. Raised flower beds may be advantageous with some cherry blossom trees in
the lawn but this requires to be discussed further with residents – residents
may refer to Canon Hayes Park terrace pollinator plants list from the AIPP

17. Topiary box balls need to be pruned at the front entrance andweeding around
the base

18. Trees at the entrance may require a light pruning
19. Remove and replace any other dead trees around the estate
20. The cul-de-sac requires lighting for some time now
21. Residents would enjoy having a fun-day
22. Bug hotels, bird and bat boxes can be introduced for biodiversity



8.2.20 Roselawn

This estate was constructed in 2008 by Michael Quirke. This estate is very well kept
and the residents consulted appear to be very happy overall with the care of the estate.
There was only one minor issue which is that there are a lot of
leaves blowing into the estate from the trees on the neighbouring
estate at Rosanna close. Residents from Rosanna Close have
already suggested that pruning the trees may provide a a
helpful solution. However, residents did express that there was
not enough for children to do in Tipperary and that there was a
‘dog litter’ issue on the Hills as well as children throwing their milk
cartons and wonder if they could receive education in the schools
on keeping their environment clean. Some recommendations for the
small empty greenspace at the bottom of the entrance drive are as
follows:

1. Plant some Betula spp.*, Sorbus spp.* or Carpinus betulus fastigiata
trees

2. Add rockery with mixed planting (see plant list for Aherlow Court
(road) rockery and include some grasses/perennials from Canon
Hayes terraces, all of which have plants from the AIPP

3. Add benches for parents to sit and relax
4. A sandpit and enclosed play space for small children
5. A bug hotel would be nice for biodiversity

Photo: Botanical Art, Shevaun Doherty
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.2.21 Rossmore

No information was supplied regarding the age or construction of Rossmore village
but it was possibly built in the early 2000s and comprises approximately 220 private
houses; only 12 of which are under a social housing arrangement. Tipperary county
council took charge of the estate in February 2021 after the banks released bonds in
an arrangement with Irish Water and complications regarding the sewage treatment
plant. Residents outlined the following requirements:

1. A newplayground would be wonderful for the children behind the fenced area
where there is a large field

2. Some areas are a bit ‘weedy’ and rental properties need to be
encouraged to help out with this

3. There are two areas with briars/thick shrubbery which the
residents don’t like and want to remove
4.Residents would like to replace the shrubbery with trees and
a rockery with pollinator plants from the AIPP – see Aherlow
Court/Canon Hayes for plants
5. There is a hedge in the large green that needs to be tidied up
– there are some gaps in the hedge and need replacement plants
6. Some of the trees need trimming (not pruning) although

they should follow pruning guidelines
7. The central green areas are fine for children and can be left

as is
8. The entrance roundabout needs pollinator plants for enhancement

such as Euphorbia sp., Salvia spp.*, Agastcahe sp., and discuss with a
designer the amount of each required and layout which is very important
9. The surrounding land has a lot of trees and wild greenspace and
residents can see buzzards, barn owls and bats

10. A bug hotel would be nice for the area



8.2.22 St. Ailbe’s Drive

Please refer to DundrumDrive (8.2.11), Greenane Drive (8.2.14), JamesConnolly
Park (8.2.15) and St. Michael’s Ave (8.2.23)

8.2.23 St. Michael’s Ave
Please refer to Marian Terrace (8.2.17) and Dundrum Drive (8.2.11)

8.2.24 St. Vincent’s Court

Please refer to Glenview Square (8.2.13)

8.2.25 Tudor Court

Please refer to Garryskillane (8.2.12)

Right: Wallflower, Tipperary Town



The secret to getting ahead is getting started
– Mark Twain

8.3 THE STREETS

Sustainability is important for the future of Tipperary town and enhancement of
the streets will play a significant supporting role. The benefits of green space have
been outlined throughout the course of this document and its contribution to social,
economic and environmental development. It is important to understand what
“landscape” entails in the holistic sense and Tipperary TidyTowns concerns itself with
many elements in that regard including the overall appearance of the streets such
as the enhancement of buildings and related heritage, shop fronts, dwelling houses,
signage, pavement, biodiversity, planters, stalls, archways, alleys, murals, heritage
walls, monuments, litter, education and creating awareness. Going forward Tipperary
TidyTowns will continue to support the Chamber of Commerce and The Tipperary
Town Enhancement Group who together with many business owners have improved
the buildings through the painting and enhancement scheme.Many absentee landlords
were also contacted by the group and encouraged to clean up their buildings. The
groups will work closely with Tipperary TidyTowns going forward to manage the
maintenance of the streets, flower baskets and planters through the establishment
of a committee. This will also include working with businesses and various service
providers in order that they become responsible for their specific areas.

It is important to note that the main street will not be pedestrianised for several
years. Neither will temporary measures such as path widening and associated tree
planting which is a great disappointment to many people. Despite all of that, this plan
intends to present some generic images of the main street without traffic and with
new paving, seating, trees and plants in order to give hope to people going forward
that with perseverance, anything is possible. In the interim,

a provisional plan will also be included as a good temporary measure to include visual
enhancement such as hanging baskets, window boxes, new Versailles planters with
trees, pollinator plants, vertical gardens, murals and litter patrol.

Going forward, it will be important for Tipperary residents to appreciate the amount
of work that is necessary to maintain the town to a certain standard and residents
will need to be realistic about what can be achieved. It will be very important that
not only is an adequately qualified professional required to advise on planting and

the implementation of the TidyTowns landscape plan and moreover, the overall
enhancement plan but that residents need to createmore local committees tomanage
their respective areas. Residents must take responsibility for their own locations. This
issue has become very poignant during the production of this plan particularly when
there is an already extremely busy town gardener and a TidyTowns membership of
mostly over 60’s, some of whomhave medical conditions. Simply joining the group will
not be sufficient if volunteers are not prepared to be consistent and support the core
team. Any areas that are not covered in this provisional plan should contact Tipperary
TidyTowns to be included in future collaborations.

Photo below: Tipperary festival, 2018



8.3.1 Dillon Street

John O Leary Place (8.2.16) and ‘The Plan’ (9.5) for more information on this historical
street. Although only one of the buildings on this street has retained its original red
brick character, this is a nicely kept street but needs a little enhancement in terms of
colour. This area should follow some of the guidelines for the main street and consider
hanging baskets or planters and a means for their management. Dillon Street also
connects to the lane and Sloane’s Carriage Archway that links to O Brien St., which runs
parallel to the remaining wall of the William O Brien Arcade - an important remnant
of the ‘New Tipperary’ history. Hanging baskets with a drip irrigation system could
be used to highlight the historic wall as is done in Cashel on the Famine Wall (Paddy
Downey, 2021, pers. commun). At the intersection between Dillon Street and Emmet

Street - not far from the historic wall, there is a small green space. This area is in need
of enhancement. If agreed by residents, the area can be improved with new planters
or new pollinating shrubs, bulbs and perennials as well as optional seating – see ‘Main
Street’ for some recommendations. This space is also in close proximity to the local
‘Fáilte Ireland’ heritage centre at Dalton House and outdoor information and heritage
display signs would be important here. Residents and/or heritage centres may have
an interest in coordinating this area with Tipperary TidyTowns. Please contact the
chairman for TidyTowns, Brian Rafferty for further information.

Photo below: Dillon Street and the construction of ‘New Tipperary’



8.3.2 Kickham Place

This is the most central area in Tipperary town which is a steep sloping road justoff the
main street leading down to the intersection between Abbey Street and the Link Road,
running parallel to the Ara River. Recent developments to enhance the Market Yard
will connect pedestrians to Kickham Place and onto the River Ara walkway bridge – the
wetlands to be developed, eventually linking Tipperary to the Glen of Aherlow green
trails. Kickham Place which is a partially pedestrianized one way street also comprises
a very small civic plaza and the monumentof CharlesKickham (1828– 1882)who wasan
Irish revolutionary, novelist, poet, journalist and one of the most prominent members

of the Irish Republican Brotherhood. Theplaza wasenhanced with seating and planters
under the Town and Village Renewal Scheme in 2016. The planters, pollinating fruit
trees and troughs in the plaza running down to the bottom of the street look bright
and cheerful, particularly in the summer and some options for the future are outlined
below:

Photo below: Monument of Charles Kickham (1828-1882)



1. In terms of ‘heritage planting’, the bedding
plants chosen by the town gardener are
historically accurate to compliment the
Victorian buildings. Planters are currently
planted up with tuberous begonia
cultivars and it is advised for the time
being to include at least one pollinator
such as the filler plant Bacopa cordata*
in the planters. White, pink and lavender
shades are available but white is probably
best for the colour combination. The
less commonly available yellow variety,
Bacopa ‘Mecardonia’* would be very good
but is not easy to locate in Ireland

2. New contemporary seating in the plaza is
required for this space while the existing
seats can be reused in another location
e.g. Glenview Square. A low maintenance
innovative option could be to use a
bespoke concrete seating style as in the
photowith incorporated lowmaintenance
planting e.g. Phyllostachys aurea, P. nigra
(the nicest one), Fargesia muridae or F.
nitida which can include some pollinators
from the AIPP

Photo right: A low maintenance and innovative
way to work with concrete

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



3. The area is prone to coldwind inwinter whichmay be taxing on the fruit trees
in the planters over time and it may be well to reconsider the trees and plants
entirely. Please refer to ‘Main Street’ for suggestions and images (topiary in
Versailles tubs may work well here and on the main street).

4. Tiered self-watering planters is another option bearing in mind the slope
and to include at least one pollinator from the AIPP e.g. Bacopa sp., with
Callibrachoa sp. and Petunia sp. and Lysimachia sp. as a trailing plant. Other
plants include trailing varieties of Campanula sp.*, Lobelia sp., rosemary,
Rosemarinus officinalis*, pelargoniums and Glechoma hederachea ‘Variegata’

5. Other pollinator treeswhichwouldworkwell in large planters are Amelanchier
spp.*;Malus domestica* (ensuring to choose the correct rootstock) or topiary
using bay*. Yew is also a very good plant for topiary and small birds. The use
of conifers were recommended by Albert Nolan - for more information, see
‘Trees for Planters’ on ‘Main Street’ and ‘Perennials for Planters’ on Main Street

6. All planters would benefit from the introduction of bespoke bug hotels to
encourage insects and small birds

7. Hanging baskets on short posts with/without lighting is another option
8. A final option could be to create large raised beds (low or high level) filled

with a variety of low maintenance small trees including mixtures of conifers,
shrubs and pollinating flowers

9. Issues regarding anti-social behaviour and loitering in the plaza are in need
of addressing as well as a plan as to how this can be achieved as the current
system is ineffective

10. Litter bins anddog litter bins are needed at the endof the street near Supervalu
and a discussion with Supervalu and Tipperary County Council as to how
the matter will be resolved and if it will involve additional bins to prevent
overflow, additional collections and/or a co-operative management plan.
Cristina Garani and the team are currently forming litter groups to tackle the
problem but require a lot more help than is currently being provided. While
meeting friends for chats has great social benefits, volunteers will be required
to participate consistently with commitment if they intend on joining the
group.

Photo below: Dual purpose raised beds create a
multi-functional seating area

Photo below: Purple petunias look well -
sometimes, ‘less is more’ but always add pollinator

Photo below: Example of a low level urban raised bed –
a great way to reduce storm flooding of drains



8.3.3 Main Street

The following includes a series of landscape recommendations for themain street
which includes recommendations for the present and a few ideas to inspire a
longer term plan. The Climate Action and Low-Carbon Development Bill 2020,
which was signed into law by President Michael D. Higgins, aims to reduce
Ireland’s total GHG emissions by 51% from 2018, by 2030. Weekly, there are
85,000 vehicles passing through the main street with a projected 15% increase
as a result of ‘Brexit’. While rail produces 90% less PM10 emissions and 15 times
less NOX emissions than road transit, the close proximity of two rail stations
has not yet been seriously considered for Tipperary. Aside from the pollutants
emitted from HGVs affecting the livelihoods of residents and deterring tourists,
the constant noise and vibrations affecting people’s wellbeing as well as the
shuddering historic buildings poses a serious threat to the architecture as well as
the health and safety of residents and businesses. While HGVs are 160,000 times
more damaging than cars, they are also 5 times more likely to be involved in fatal
accidents while the costs of collisions has not been deciphered or the losses due
to delays imposed bycongestion. Another factor is the percentageof vehicles that
are driving around empty and the percentage of those less than full.

Some concept drawings are presented to assist in the demonstration of a
pedestrianized town centre. These are not actual drawings for the future and are
created only to inspire people to begin to imagine a better space for themselves.
For the sake of technical convenience and time, the architectural drawings are
generic and somewhat artificial and do not at present include any real ‘design’
elements, measurements, recommended plants, historical styles or associated
accoutrements but it does allow residents to begin to imagine a main street
alive with green space, hustle and bustle and general pedestrian activity. Site
appropriate plans can be produced at a later time after public consultation.

Photo above: Tipperary festival, 2018

Drawings below:

Page 159: Looking across the street seating to Dave MC’s Menswear and Julie’s
Children’s wear
Page 160: central view looking down Tipperary Main Street
Page 161: A street can be transformed into a bio-diverse and multi-functional space
Page 162: Another view of the main street

When the best leader’s work is done, the people say, “We did it ourselves”
– Lao Tzu











While businesses and residents await a future pedestrian zone, it is important that the town centre progresses forward and continues to meet the immediate needs. Some very
important elements relating to the main street landscape are outlined as follows:

1. On-going paintingof thebuildings tobe encouraged - therehas beengreat progress in 2021with thepainting of the buildings in Tipperary town e.g. LowerChurch Street,Main
Street, The Excel Centre and other buildings and many absentee landlords have been contacted overseas. Tipperary Town Enhancement and Painting Grant Scheme covering
Tipperary Town Primary Retail Area has been very beneficial for the town led by the Tipperary Town Enhancement Group and Chamber of Commerce together with residents

2. The remainder of the vacant buildings require to be painted including window cleaning (remove
drooping and dirty curtains/nets)

3. Reinstate historical/Victorian facades and shop front features such as old signage and associated
window dressings, new canopies (remove modern plastic canopies/awnings and refer to old
photographs and postcards for the original style used. Locate a seasoned interior designer with
the assistance of student designers from Limerick College of Art to recreate shop window displays
particularly on the vacant buildings, some of which have been vacant for 10 years. Helpful displays
could include vintage posters, old photographs, vintage antiques, Victorian hanging ferneries,
terrariums or Victorian Wardian Cases

Right: Music book cover for a Tipperary inspired song
Below: Example of a modern take on a 50’s style shop front with high nellies



4. Removal of inappropriate contemporary signage, fittings and general clutter
and replacement with shop fascia signage (with an emphasis on hand painted
and wooden signage). Clutter includes the remnants of ‘for sale’ signs, their
attachments and trailing wires

5. Replace modern features or restore and uncover architectural masonry and
features such as stucco panels, pilasters, timber fascia, vermiculated quoins,
rendered plinths, chamfered features, stone sills, sashwindows,moulded cornices,
glazed tiling, artwork etc. Aim where possible to re-paint with original colour
paints or remove paint and expose masonry.

6. Historic stone walls (some at the back of active premises) require to be treated
according to conservation masonry techniques

7. Wall murals: use local professional artists e.g.
Ray Lonergan or Neil O’Dwyer who’s murals
or window art are enjoyed by many visitors
and locals including the Moorehaven Centre
residents while the ‘Waterford Walls Festival’
covers a whole range of inspirational artists
and styles such as Curtis Hylton, Michael
Beerens, Taquen from Madrid, Sper and
Mehros from Belgium, Garreth Joyce, Nina
Valkhoff and Yasja from Holland, Shane
Sutton, Dan Leo, Russ and Kagone from
France, Kevin Bohan and Novice from Dublin,
Kreemos from Russia, Caoilfhionn Hanton,
FRIZ from Northern Ireland and Niamh Curry
from Clonmel. Cleanline Farm Services Ltd
also has an interior wall waiting for creative
murals; some murals could recreate scenes
of the past or old posters and advertising
as depicted in old vintage photographs and
postcards, using old fonts and colours and the
famous song “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”.
Others should include contemporary styles
– diverse and professional artwork is key
as well as the appropriate mural chosen
for the appropriate site. The Tipperary
Town Revitalisation Task Force is currently

supporting the ‘Ultimate Murals Project’ to deliver a ‘radical’ community led
public art project by transforming gable ends and wall spaces in the town with
images that depict the beauty and uniqueness of the town. Tipperary TidyTowns
and supporting Enhancement Groups will consult and respect the owners of the
property walls prior to organising any of the work going ahead

8. Paint gable walls in the original font advertisements as in old vintage photographs

Below: "It's a Long Way to Tipperary" is one of the most famous songs in the western
world



9. Highlight other architectural features such as arcading and the carriage arches
(clean up over the arches, remove wires and modern signage; replace with old
fonts or appropriate signage). Some carriage arches from the 1840-1900 period
mentioned on the NIAH on St. Michael’s Street are Timoney’s, No. 21, ‘The Arch’,
Taste of Asia and on themain street No. 74, Nelly O Brien’s and No. 11. There is also
an arch at ‘O Connor’s Brother’s’ car park
next to ‘Sinead’s Barbers’ which is a very
prominent location for visitors entering
from Limerick. Alleyways associated
with these arches need to be renovated
and painted, including murals. It would
also be advantageous to incorporate
the arches into the heritage town
trails and to advertise the old ‘Bianconi
Caravansary’ which was the first mode
of horse drawn national transport in
Ireland carrying mail, goods and people
from Cork to Tipperary and along the
old coach road to the Glen of Aherlow
and other locations. Excerpt from a
Paper read by Mr. Bianconi at the cork
meeting of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, August 19th,
1843: “In July, 1815, I started a car for the
conveyance of passengers from Clonmel
to Cahir, which I subsequently extended
to Tipperary and Limerick. At the end of
the same year I started similar cars from
Clonmel to Cashel and Thurles, and from
Clonmel to Carrick and Waterford; and
I have since extended my establishment
into the most thinly populated localities”.
Part of this old caravansary road is now
incorporated into the ‘Bianconi Loop
Trail’, a green cultural and heritage trail
in the Glen of Aherlow. One of the outcomes for Tipperary tourism is the creation
of a greenway which will connect the River Ara to the Glen. Further research into
the Bianconi story would be advantageous including any inns and businesses who
dealt with Carlo (Charles) Bianconi in Tipperary. Linking inwith the Bianconi Loop
through the Tipperary greenway, the Tipperary connection to the old coach road

could be highlighted promoting history and natural heritage for tourism. It is
understood that the current Green Party Minister Eamon Ryan has a connection
to Carlo Bianconi who may be able to assist in launching any projects promoting
the historical ‘Green Theme’.

10. Power wash algae from the pavement and monuments

11. Reinstate the Victorian lamp post hanging
baskets. Some businesses want to ensure that
the restoration of buildings and the main street
should be completed first before baskets are
introduced and this wouldneed tobe discussed
further. Cashel TidyTowns currently manages
their baskets which are ‘fibre baskets’ by
watering daily through aFÁS Scheme who start
at 7am and drive a van with a 300 gallon tank of
water with a pump. A ‘toned down’ pressure/
power washer works well or a battery operated
washer canbeused. There is no short cut unless
shop owners volunteer to attend to those
adjacent to their premises. Other materials
that can be used are: sphagnum moss, plastic
sheeting, coconut fibre, recycledwool, bitumen
paper, plastic foam or compressed fibre. A
basket without a waterproof exterior will need
daily watering and is most ideal for aesthetic
reasons. A cheaper option and for those who
may find it difficult to managewould be wise to
use faux flower baskets. It would be important
to avoida ‘tacky’ appearance and that it appears
as natural as possible - ‘The Maid of Erin’ pub
is a good example of doing it well and getting
away with it

12. At the Town Hall and the Famine Wall
in Cashel, the Tidy Town group uses an

automatic drip irrigation system with timers which cost c. €2,000 to set up. This
may work well on some buildings and historic walls on the main street and other
locations in Tipperary e.g. the walls near the Excel Centre or Dalton House which
residents and heritage centres may have an interest in managing. Please contact
Brian Rafferty for further information (old irrigation systems can be reactivated)



13. Encourage shop owners to add window flower boxes (it costs c. €400 to
install a drip irrigation system for three stories)

14. While the cast iron urns were common in the Victorian era, they werenever
used at street level. Wall brackets for hanging baskets, window sill trough
planters, wall planters and wall pocket planters were more common. The
wealthier premises had indoor-outdoor terrariums with ferns and orchids
looking down onto the street from the upper floors. These are just some
ideas for Tipperary

15. Along themain street, a numberof options couldbecarriedout e.g. purchase
new planters and replace the old in the same location ensuring to reuse
the main street planters in new
locations e.g. some of the estates
(Glenview Square, St. Vincent’s,
Aherlow Court). Some have
complained about the size of the
current planters yet anything
smaller may lack visual impact.
One possible option would be
to use Versailles planters which
could be commissioned to size
and colour and planted up with
simple topiary which would be
very effective. The use of bay,
box, Portuguese laurel or yew
underplanted with a mixture of
trailing Lysimachia sp., herbs/
scented herbs such a variety of
alliums*, sages* and scented
thyme*, Campanula spp.*,
Senecio, Bacopa sp*. silver
Heuchera spp. would be ideal
or for a more formal option use
sp., Caliibroachoa sp. and Bacopa
sp.* . For other options, see
further on

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting
Code



16. Tree options for planters see KickhamPlace (8.3.2) while the coniferous villandry/
topiary will provide shelter for song birds in winter. All planters should include at
least one of the pollinating plants (listed formerly) with incorporated miniature
bug hotels

17. Drainpipe pot holders may also work but this would need to look professional (and
would work well in alleyways)

18 Establish a voluntary group/management committee for the watering of the
baskets. This needs to be realistic and reliable. It is important to note that flowers
cannot bewatered in the middle of theday (i.e.wet leavesburn) andhas tobe done
around 6amor in the evening. A CE Scheme/youth club as a consequence may not
work in this scenario. While the plants should ordinarily be watered at the base,
this will not be possible in real time and overhead watering is the usual method

19 Bollards need to be removed from the street

20 Return ‘The Maid of Erin’ to her original position which is lost in the current
location aswell as being spatially inadequate for the area. Is there a better location
for the monument in the interim? Create vertical eco walls with low maintenance
plants to absorb pollution, CO2, to improve visual aesthetic, morale and enhance
biodiversity (include bat boxes or bug hotels depending on the plants chosen). The
majority of living walls have a 10 yearwarranty and require specialist operatives for
feeding, monitoring and general maintenance. Alpine Sedum spp. (houseleeks) and
mosses can work well in Irish weather. Moss art may also work e.g. with Scotch
moss, Arenaria verna and others with ferns incorporated. Interesting plants for
outdoor vertical gardens can include Arabis procurrens ‘Variegata’**, Euonymous
japonica ‘Microphylla’, Hebe pinguifolia ‘Sutherlandii’*, Helichrysum petiolare,
Heuchera spp. and H. x Heucherella (but they can get a little scruffy), black mondo
grass, Ophiopogon planiscapus and perhaps some creeping thyme and dwarf
oregano. A list of living wall pollinators are as follows, some of which are listed
on the AIPP. Aquilegia sp.*, Aster novi-angliae cultivars (Michaelmas)**, Birds
foot trefoil, burdock, black horehound, bush vetch*, Calamintha spp.*, catmint*,
Ceanothus sp.* (small variety if possible),Centaurea montana**, comfrey, common
vetch*, Echinops sp.*, Erica carnea*, Erica cinerea, Erica vagans*, Eryngium sp.*,
Escallonia sp.*, foxgloves*, Fritillaria meleagris (snakeshead), hardy Fuchsia spp.,
hawkbits, knapweeds*, lungwort*, lupins,Mahonia sp.* (small or dwarf if possible),
marsh woundwort, Meconopsis cambric, musk, marshmallow, myrtle, Normal
honeysuckle, Origanum vulagre*, Papaver rhoeas*, red & white clover*, red
bartsia, red dead nettle**, Rhododendron spp.(dwarf)***, Sedum ‘Matrona’* and
many alpine species and varieties, speedwells, Succisa pratensis, toadflax*, vipers
bugloss*, white melilot, Winter honeysuckle (evergreen shrub) and woundworts.

Above: Vertical Moss Art

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Some other plants and planting combinations are as follows:

1. Polystichum polyblepharum, Iris foetidissima, Liriope muscari and
Pachysandra terminalis

2. Hedera ‘Green Ripple’ and H. variegata, Ajuga reptans, Tiarella ‘Snowflake’,
Fragaria ‘Chaval’,Pulmonaria officinalis,Liriope muscari,Geranium ‘Biokovo’*,
Dryopteris affinia, Sarcococca confusa*, Mahonia aquifolium*, Pachysandra
terminalis, Stachys byzantina*, Erysimum ‘Bowle’s Mauve’*, Heuchera ‘Purple
Palace’, Erigeron karvinskianus*, Fastsia japonica*

3. Fatsia japonica*, Hedera helix, Polystichum munitum,Mahonia aquifolium*
4. Hedera ‘Glacier’,Hedera ‘Green Ripple’, Liriopemuscari,Dryopteris erythrosora,

Liriope muscari, Tiarella ‘Snowflake’, Blechnum spicant, Fatsia japonica*,
Cyrtomium falcatum, Heuchera ‘Obsidian’, Pachysandara terminalis, Soleirolia
soleirolii, Dryopteris erythrosora

Below: The layout of a ‘green wall’

21. There is also the option of creating an artificial/faux vertical garden. Done badly,
this would not look well but with proper guidance could be achieved. While
this would not draw biodiversity, it would be a much cheaper alternative to an
expensive high maintenance option and it could be created in such a way that the
overall designwould haveplenty of room to incorporate real plants andpollinators
through the use of living hanging art, raised beds, flower pots, bug hotels, bat
or bird boxes. Some examples of faux walls can be viewed on the internet: www.
artificalgrassstore.ie. A final option could involve erecting a wooden panel, on
which the living art with incorporated drip irrigation systemwould hang combined
with side panel vertical garden

Below: Example of an artificial wall sample

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



22. Chalk on slate or wooden fold-out street signage at ground level with
old fonts and vintage poster styles would enhance the streets and
advertise products and chef’s specials.

23. Signposts are required for visitors (street names and services) – let
visitors coming to Tipperary be aware of what Tipperary has to offer
e.g. cafés, restaurants, history, natural heritage, walks

24. There is an issue with the current tourist bus stop location and not
enough room for people to get off; in addition, older people using the
C.I.E bus stops have difficulty getting up the hill with baggage to the
main street from Abbey street while those waiting to go to Limerick
junction or Limerick must wait without shelter or seating – some
residents wonder if it possible to allocate a bus stop to themarket yard?

25. Encourage buskers to the town to draw in diverse and younger
generations; host a buskers event e.g. Galway city is a very good example

26. Litter is an ongoing issue on the main street and other streets and
businesses and litter pickers are encouraged to keep up the good work.
Christina Garani, Patrick Justin Ryan, Ray Coleman and many more
have been very helpful during the pandemic. Any areas lapsing or seen
to be in need of improvement, please contact Tipperary TidyTowns to
arrange additional clean up. It is hoped that in 2022, a new and improved
TidyTowns management program will be put in place to tackle litter
including members of Tipperary TidyTowns and residents who will be
encouraged to manage their own areas – it will be very important going
forward that town residents begin to take responsibility for their areas.
At present, resource centres, schools and estate residents are helping
out in various capacities butmuchmore assistance is required. The town
team havebeen advertising on shopwindows, giving radio talks, hosting
walk around media events and hope to involvemany more stakeholders
as they go forward. Social media support will not be enough – people
are needed on the ground

Top Left: Example of low maintenance vertical plant ‘art’/living gallery

Bottom Left: Example of an effective faux green wall and grass combined
with real plants which should incorporate plenty of pollinators



In terms of planting recommendations for this provisional plan – the remit covers only
basic planting recommendations for the following reasons:

1. The budget does not cover site surveys (measurement, drawings, design/planting
layout and plant quantities required). Trees, shrubs and flowers have different
height, spread and growth habit affecting how they are laid out and much time
is required to deliberate on it. This remit covers c. 63 locations and their sub-
locations

2. Plants must be complementary to one another and confirmation with the nursery
to agree to have it in stock for the subsequent planting season is important
otherwise a new combination may have to be reconsidered and the whole process
begins again bearing in mind the short window and seasonal availability of many
plants

3. Planting season also affects the design e.g. winter/early spring bulbs, corms and
tubers are planted in October and summer bulbs are planted in spring and they
must be ordered in advance

4. New varieties are bred continually andwhat was available in the previous year may
become unavailable in the following year particularly where ‘bedding plants’ are
concerned; lack of availability may require redesigning the planting plan and this
must be researched in advance

5. Street furniture and planter height, width, colour, texture and style dictate which
plants, tree species and associated growth habit to be used e.g. standard, espalier,
solitaire, multi-stem, pleached, topiary (ball, cone, swirl, villandry etc.), evergreen,
deciduous (round, spreading, pyramidal, oval, conical, vase, columnar, open,
weeping, irregular). It is unknown at present the accessories to be used, however
some styles will be recommended in this plan

6. Plants/trees of a particular growth habit can sometimes be difficult to source e.g.
multi-stem or topiary, particularly if large quantities of uniform pruning, height
and spread are required and this requires time to organise

7. There is no overall budget at present and this will require to be overseen by
someone who can consolidate the plans and associated funding and advise for
consistency in relation to the various stakeholders - working on a limited budget
can often result in a ‘quick fix’ melange of plants selected out of what is seasonally
available in the local nursery. ‘Quick fix’ projects sometimes work well for very
small areaswhen the required plants are available but it can be frustrating working
with a limited pallet where aesthetics are concerned and the results are usually
mediocre at best. Limitedbudgets for projects can also result inhaving insufficient
quantities of plants which if spread too thin across many areas do not achieve the
desired outcome and they may as well never have been planted. In cases such

as these it is better to plant more in one area and complete the work than to
spread too little all over. Bigger budgets are required formore serious, high impact
planting which are usually carried out by a consultant landscaper. To support the
local nurseries, order the plants in a timely manner in order for them to be sourced
from thewholesalers. Co-operation from nurserieswill be very important in terms
of working with designers who require specific plants and substitutes will not be
an option in many instances, particularly in prominent areas

8. Annual bedding plants/non-hardy perennials are usually the preferred choice by
most townspeople which look very well in the summer but require re-planting
each year and need to be orderedmonths in advance. Some pollinating herbaceous
perennials will be recommended in this plan for some of the flower beds to reduce
maintenance, increase biodiversity and aesthetic appeal

9. As a consequence of the above points, it is not possible to produce even a good
basic landscape plan for an entire town in the same year of anticipated planting
before plants are researched, sourced and ordered or during and after main
planting season.

10. Very small projects such as minor wildflower seed sowing, winter bulb sowing
(i.e. a few packets) and some perennial planting are possible which would work
well as education for schools or resource centres, however this will not resolve
more pressing and demanding projects that require heavy manpower and mass
planting. Containerised shrubs can be planted in the summer as a general rule but
any good horticulturalist without time constraints will ideally plant them from
Oct-March

A range of planting recommendations including new trees, conifers such as yew and
topiary, bay trees, fruit trees, beddingplants, trailing plants, hangingbaskets, heathers,
aromatic plants, pollinators and fruit were suggested by many people including Albert
Nolan, Timmy White, shop keepers, residents, committee members, professionals and
people who have formerly cared for hanging baskets in the area. It is important to note
that the main street is already comprised of pear tree planters, which are already on
the AIPP, some of which have been affected by the cold winter winds. It may be wise
to relocate these planters to warmer parts of the town to housing estates and other
locations and to consider using hardy plants such as evergreen topiary, for example -
bay trees, yew or Buxus spp. These can be underplanted with a range of plants.



8.3.3.1 The Basics of Containerised Planting
The following is an informative summary of the basics of containerised planting
including the types of containers and plants for various scenarios. It is advised to
include at least one pollinator plant in any planting combination whether that is
monochromatic, analogous, contrastingor polychromatic schemes. It is also important
to mention that the AIPP planting list is a very primitive list and almost non-existent
for ‘bedding plants’. This does not mean that all ‘bedding plants’ are not pollinators
but more research is required. To date, only the ‘filler’ plant Bacopa spp., Bidens spp.
Sanvitalia spp. and a few others have been mentioned. Perennials for containerised
planting offer a much bigger pallet for pollinators and aesthetic appeal.

8.3.3.1.1 Types of Containers
Containers aremade in all kinds of shapes, sizes andmaterials such as clay/terracotta,
wood, plastic, metal, fibre, stone, concrete, reconstituted stones, fibreglass, tufa and
glazed earthenware. Some are outlined as follows:

1. Free standing multipurpose: pot, tub, bowl, trough, urn, basket. Pots come as
standards, long-tom, cylindrical, bell, garland, orange pot, oriental jar, ali - baba
jar, cretan jar, wine jar, multi pot and vase. A range of tubs include half barrels,
versailles tub, geranium pot, modern planter, traditional planter and quadrant.
Bowls are round, cone shaped, half barrel, gothic and oriental. Troughs come
in stone, plastic, wood, decorated and metallic styles. Urns can be shallow or
deep. There are also free standing baskets made from metal and excellent for
window displays/shop floors

2. Free-standing specific: Bonsai bowl, strawberry barrel or pot, herb pot, crocus
pot, parsley pot, potato barrel and aquatic basket

3. Window box: with fixings (sill fixings, wall fixings), window railings, unlined, lined
and self-watering boxes

4. Hanging basket: traditional basket, wooden box, birdcage basket, solid wall
basket, self-watering basket, wicker basket, fibre basket with linings such as
sphagnum moss, plastic sheeting, coconut fibre, recycled wool, bitumen paper,
plastic foam and performed compressed fibre

5. Wall-mounted: wall pot, swallows nest, perforated wall pot, wall trough, self-
watering wall trough (1-2 weeks), hayrack container, wall basket, suspended wall
basket, drainpipe holder

6. Tower: cube, plastic pot, plastic bag, chicken wire

7. Growing bag: not ideal for a main street but maybe good fun for youth cafés etc.

8. Converted: old wooden wheelbarrows (could be commissioned), chimney pot,
tree stumps, old boat, old bath, sink, bicycle, car e.g. Bansha village. Some of these
can be wonderful to brighten up alleyways, cafes, shop fronts, approaches to
towns, plazas and pedestrianized areas

Below: Patrick Justin Ryan enjoys converting old items and reusing them. These may
work well in alleyways particularly in conjunction with rustic style cafés/restaurants



9. Raised bed: this is an excellent
way to manage a space, they can be
made to any dimension for a wide
range and size of trees, shrubs and
flowers and laid onto concrete to
avoid weeding at the base

10. Pot holder: cachepot, multi-pot,
drainpipe holder, hanging pot
holder

Many photgraphs of plants and planting
scemes will be shown in containers
mostly to demonstrate what can be
done with containers. This plan is not
suggesting to plant up entire schemes
without any pollinating plants.

Always attempt to include pollinator
plants for moths, bees or butterflies in
every scenario

Photo right: Example of an effective
way to re-use things for plants



8.3.3.1.2 Main Types of Plants for Containers
The main types of plants used for containers are as follows: bedding, hardy perennials
(including many grasses), herbaceous perennials, rockery perennials/alpines, bulbs,
roses, aquatic plants, vegetables, fruit, herbs and woody shrubs and trees

8.3.3.1.2.1 Bedding:
These plants have a number of functions in containers described as ‘dot’ (focal plants),
‘filler’, ‘edging’ and trailing’ plants, the majority blooming from June to the end of
September/October.

1. Dot: Abutilon spp. (HHP), Amaranthus spp. (HHA), Argyranthemum spp. (HHP)
Canna spp. (HHP), Chlorophytum sp. (HHP), Cordyline sp. (HHP), Fuchsia spp.
(HP/HHP), Grevillia spp.
(HHP), Ipomoea spp.
(HHA), Kochia spp. (HHA),
Lantana spp. (HHP),
Lavatera spp.* (HA), Perilla
spp. (HHA), Plumbago
spp. (HHP), Tithonia spp.
* (HHA), Venidium spp.
(HHA), Zea spp. (HHA),
Zinnia spp. * (HHA)

2. Filler: Ageratum spp.
(HHA), Antirrhinum spp.*
(HHA), Argyranthemum
spp. (HHP), Begonia
spp. (HHA/HHP), Bellis
spp. (HB), Bidens spp.*
Brachycome spp. (HHA),
Browallia spp. (HHP),
Calceolaria spp. (HHA),
Calendula spp. *(HA),
Callistelphus spp. (HHA)*,
Catharanthus spp. (HHA),
Cheiranthus spp. (HB),
Chlorophytum spp. (HHP),
Cineraria spp. (HHA),
Coleus spp. (HHA)*,
Coreopsis spp. (HA)*,
Dahlia spp. (HHA)*,

Dianthus spp. (HA/HB/HHA)*, Diascia spp. (HP), Dimorphotheca spp. (HHA),
Felicia spp. (HHP), Fuchsia spp. (HP/HHP), Gazania spp. (HHA), Gomphrena spp.
(HA), Heliotropium spp. (HHA)*, Iberis spp. (HA), Impatiens spp.(HHA), Kalanchoe
spp. (HHP), Lantana spp. (HHP), Lathryus spp. (HP),Mimulus spp. (HHA), Nemesia
spp. (HHA), Nicotiana spp. (HHA)*, Nieremebergergia spp. (HHP), Osteospermum
spp. (HHP)*, Pelargonium spp. (HHP), Petunia spp. (HHA), Phlox spp. (HHA)*,
Portulaca spp. (HHA), Primula spp. (HP), Pyrethrum spp. (HHP)*, Reseda spp. (HA)*,
Salvia spp. (HHA)*, Sanvitalia procumbens (HHA)*,Schizanthus spp. (HHA), Tagetes
spp. (HHA)*, Ursinia spp. (HHA), Venidium spp. (HHA), Verbena spp. (HHA/HHP)*,
Viola spp. (HA/HB), Zinnia spp. (HHA)*

3. Edging: Ageratum spp. (HHA), Alyssum spp. (HA)*, Bellis spp. (HB), Bidens spp.*,
Iberis spp. (HA), Impatiens spp. (HHA), Limanthes spp. (HA), Lobelia spp. (HHA),
Mesembryanthemum spp. (HHA), Mimulus spp. (HHA), Myosotis spp. (HB)*,
Nieremebergia spp. (HHP), Phlox spp. (HHA)*,Portulaca spp. (HHA), Pyrethrum spp.
(HHP)*, Tagetes spp. (HHA)*, Viola spp. (HA/HB)

4. Trailing: Asarina spp.
(HHP), Begonia pendula (HHA/
HHP), Convolvulus spp. (HHP)*,
Diascia spp. (HP), Felicia spp.
(HHP), Fuchsia spp. (HP/HHP),
Glechoma spp. (HP), Hedera
helix (HP)**, Helichrysum spp.
(HHP), Ipomoea spp. (HHA),
Lathryus ‘Bijou’ (HP), Lobelia
(HHA), Lotus (HHP), Lysimachia
spp. (HP), Perlargonium spp.
(HHP), Petunia spp. (HHA),
Sanvitalia procumbens
(HHA)*, Scaevola spp. (HHP),
Thunbergia spp. (HHA), Torenia
spp. (HHA), Verbena ‘Peaches
and Cream’ *and other 15-45
cm cultivars (HHA/HHP)

Photo left: This type of idea
would be suitable for a plaza
e.g. next to the clock tower
or Kickham place ensuring to
include polliantor plants

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly
Planting Code



8.3.3.1.2.2 Hanging Baskets:
Residents have the freedom to choose the preferred plants of
choice. It has been noted that Petunia spp. is a very popular
plant in Tipperary town and other towns in Ireland mostly
because it is one of the best plants to use for hanging baskets
as it has the ideal growth habit and looks very well in bloom.
The plant however is not reccomended for bees and is not
listed on the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. To compensate for
this, residents can choose from the list below - those with
an asterisk are listed on the All Ireland Pollinator Plan and it
is advised to include at least one plant for bees and butteflies
e.g. Bacopa sp. and trailing Verbena sp. along with their
petunias. An interesting fact regarding petunias is that they
are loved by the hummingbird hawkmoth which was seen at
the River Ara in 2021. Moths have a preference for plants in the
Solanceae family which inlcudes the petunia genus. Very little
is still known about moths who mostly operate at night time
but specialists advise that the north african hawkmoths who
migrate to Ireland do not interfere with native species. The
same advise applies towindow boxesand different size planters
- always include plants for polliantors. Asarina spp., Asteriscus
spp., Astilbe spp., Bacopa sp.*, Begonia pendula spp., Bellis
spp., Bidens sp.*, Brachysome spp., Calceoleria spp., Calendula
spp., Callistelphus spp., Campanula spp., Chlorophytum spp.,
Cineraria spp., Coleus spp., Convovulus spp., Dianthus spp.,
Diascia spp., Euonymous fortunei, Felicia spp., Fuchsia spp.**,
Gazania spp., Glechoma spp., Hedera spp., Helichrysum spp.,
Heliotropium spp., Impatiens spp., Lantana spp., Lathryus spp.
(dwarf), Lobelia spp., Minulus spp., Nemesia spp., Nierembergia
spp., Osteospermum spp., Pansy spp., Petunia spp., Phlox spp.,
Portulaca spp., Sanvitalia spp.,* Scaevola spp., Tagetes spp.,
Thunbergia spp., Topaeolum spp., Tradescantia spp., Verbena
sp.*, Viola spp.; see also trailing plants

Key:
HA Hardy Annual
HHA Half Hardy Annual
HB Hardy Biennial
HP Hardy Perennial
HHP Half Hardy Perennial

** Hedera colchica, persian ivy
is the only ivy listed on the AIPP
although H. helix is a well-known
pollinator; Fuchsia spp. is an
excellent pollinator but can be very
invasive



8.3.3.1.2.3 Hardy Perennials
Large and small perennials are recommendedhere including a small number of grasses
and bamboo. These can be regarded as permanent plants but they die back in the
winter only to re-emerge the following year. These are a much smarter option than
annuals. The following comprises a range of heights and colours:

Acanthus spp., Achillea spp.*, Aconitum spp.*, Ajuga spp., Alchemilla spp, Anemone
spp.*, Aquilegia spp.*, Artemesia spp., Aster spp.*, Astilbe spp., Astrantia spp.*,
Bergenia spp.*, Calamagrostis spp.*, Carex spp.*, Centranthus spp., Delphinium spp.*,
Deschampsia spp., Dicentra spp., Doronicum spp.*, Echinacea spp.*, Echinops spp.*,
Eryngium. spp.*, Eupatorium spp.*, Euphorbia spp.*, Geranium spp.*, Geum spp.*,
Helenium spp.* Helleborus spp.*, Hemerocallis spp.*, Heuchera spp., Hordeum spp.,
Hosta spp., Hupensis spp., Incarvillea spp., Iris spp., Knautia macedonica*, Lamium
spp., Laugurus spp., Leucanthemum spp., Ligularia spp., Lobelia cardinalis., Luzula spp.,
Lychnis spp., Lysimachia nummularia ‘Aurea’,Melica spp.,Miscanthus spp.,Molinia spp.,
Monarda spp.*, Nepeta spp.*, Ophiopogon ‘Nigrescens’, Panicum spp., Persicaria spp.*,
Phormium spp., Phlox spp.*, Phyllostachys spp., Pseudosasa japonica, Pulomonaria
spp.*, Rudbeckia spp.*, Salvia spp.*, Schizostylis spp., Sedum spp.*, Stachys spp.*,
Stipa spp.*, Valeriana spp., Verbascum spp.*, Veronica spp.*, Veronicastrum spp.*, and
Yushania spp.

8.3.3.1.2.4 Frost Hardy/ Semi Hardy Perennials
Agapathus spp., Agastache spp.*, Anthemis punctata****, Aspidastra ‘Variegata’, Astelia
sp., Cortaderia selloana, Dianthus barbatus *, Eremurus robustus, Euphorbia spp.*,
Gaillardia spp.*, Imperata ‘Rubra’ Kniphofia spp. such as ‘Percy’s Pride’, ‘Wrexham
Buttercup’, ‘Tawny King’ and ‘Little Maid’*,Libertia grandiflora, Miscanthus sinensis,
Phormiun ‘Dazzler’, Stipa gigantea ****,Verbena bonariensis*

8.3.3.1.2.5 Other Permanent Planting

1. Dwarf Japanese Barberry: Berberis thunbergii ‘Crimson Pigmy’*, ‘Atropurpurea
Nana’, ‘Orange Ice’, ‘Lime Star’, ‘Aurea Nana’.

2. Dwarf conifers: Abies balsamea ‘Hudsonia’, Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Minima
Aurea’, Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Nana Gracilis’ (Hinoki false cypress), Chamaecyparis
pisifera ‘Golden Mop’ (Sawara cypress), Chamaecyparis lawsoniana ‘Minima
Glauca’, Juniperus communis ‘Depressa Aurea’, Juniperus communis ‘Compressa’
(common juniper), Juniperus sabina tamariscifolia; Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’
(singleseed juniper), Picea abies ‘Nidisformis’, Picea glauca albertiana ‘Conica’,
Picea pungens ‘Montgomery’, Pinus mugo ‘Valley Cushion’ (mountain pine), Pinus
sylvestris ‘ GoldCoin’,Taxus baccata ‘Rependens’,Platycladus orientalis ‘AureaNana’,
Thuja occidnetalis ‘ Aurea Nana’, ‘Hetz Midget’, Juniperus communis ‘Compressa’,

Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’ and a range of cultivars
3. Heaths/heathers: Calluna vulgaris ‘Annmarie’, ‘C. ‘Beoley Gold’; Daboecia

cantabrica andD. ‘Alba’, Erica carnea ‘Golden Starlet’* (winter heath), E. vagans * E.
darleyensis *, E. tetralis, E. cinerea, E. arborea (Albert Nolan, 2021, pers. commun)

4. Wintercreeper/spindle: Euonymous fortunei ‘Emerald Gaiety’, ‘Emerald n Gold’,
‘Silver Queen’, ‘Coloratus’ and many more cultivars

5. Creeping charlie/runaway robin (mint family): Glechoma hederacea
6. Veronica sp. (1ft variety)
7. Hebe ‘Carl Teschner’*, H. pinguifolia ‘Pagei’*, H. ochrea*
8. Ivy: Hedera helix ‘Adam’, ‘Angularis’, ‘Annmarie’, Arborescens’, ‘Atropurpurea’,

‘Buttercup’, ‘Ceridwen’ and ‘Congesta, ‘Eva’, ‘Glacier’, Glymii’, ‘Goldchild’, ‘Goldheart’,
‘Green Ripple’ ’Luzii’, ‘White Knight’ and many more

9. Creeping Jenny: Lysimachia nummularia ‘Aurea’
10. Roses: Rosa ‘Angela Rippon’, ‘Anna Ford’, ‘Cider Cup’, ‘Clarissa’, ‘Conservation’,

‘Darling Flame’, ‘Easter Morning’ and many more
11. Periwinkle: Vinca minor and Vinca major

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.3.3.1.2.6 Bulbs/tubers
Allium aflatunense and Allium cultivars*, Alstromeria spp., Arum italicum., Camassia
spp., Canna spp., Crocosmia spp.*, Crocus spp.*, Cyclamen spp., Dahlia spp.*(single,
anemome, collerette, water lily, decorative, ball, pompon, cactus, semi-cactus e.t.c),
Dierama pulcherimum, Fritillaria spp., Galanthus spp.*, Gladioli spp., Lillium spp.,
Muscari spp.*, Narcissus spp. (trumpet, large cupped, small cupped, double, triandrus,
cyclamineus e.t.c.)*, Tigridia spp., Tulipa spp.,Watsonia spp.

8.3.3.1.2.7 Fruit
Apple, blueberry, cherry, currant, fig, gooseberry, grapes, peach, pear, plum, raspberry,
strawberry and tomato

8.3.3.1.2.8 Vegetables
It may be fun to encourage some restaurants to grow vegetables suitable for planters/
containers such as aubergines, beetroot, chard, chives, lettuce, pea, hot peppers,
potatoes, radish and tomatoes. Some below are particularly good for pollinators. This
idea would be a great way to promote both the business and the town. Alleyways, beer
gardens and side streets could also follow suit. Baby vegetables include cauliflower
‘Idol’, carrot, ‘Amini’, brussels sprout ‘Energy’, sweet corn ‘Mini Pop’, turnip, ‘Tokyo
Cross’ and many more. Chives, hot peppers and tomatoes are excellent pollinators.

8.3.3.1.2.9 Herbs
Herbs work very well in containers but could also be considered for hanging baskets
e.g. parsley is a great sensory plant as well as a filler for hanging baskets. While it is not
mentioned on the AIPP planting list, parsleys and mint are loved by butterflies. Other
herbs are basil, chervil, chives*, dill, fennel*, lavender*, oregano, thyme*, rosemary*,
sage* (kitchen), marjoram*, mint*, parsley, savory, tarragon. Many of these herbs are
grown simply for their beauty.

8.3.3.1.2.10 Hardy Ferns
Please see ‘The Plan’ for the benefits of ferns. These plants include hardy Asplenium
spp.,Dryopteris spp., Polystichum spp. and Polypodium spp., and semi hardy ornamental
ferns such as Athyrium niponicum var. pictum (a very pale grey-pink) and Athyrium
‘Ghost’, a pale whitish grey-green. There are many other fern species which present
well in containers but are not hardy. Those could be used for window dressings e.g.
Adiantum spp., Blechnum spp., Davalia spp., Nephrolepsis spp., Scaeola etc.

8.3.3.1.2.11 Trees for Planters/containers
Acacia baileyana; Acacia dealbata**; Albitzia julibrissin; Amelanchier alnifolia ‘Obelisk’
***; Amelanchier arborea ‘Robin Hill’* - standard; Amelanchier lamrackii ; Apple,Malus
domestica (ensure apples are on dwarfing rootstock); Arucaria heterophylla**; Camellia
spp. (tree/shrub); Cedar (weeping blue atlas cedar), Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca Pendula’;
Cherry, Prunus ‘Amanogowa’ ; Cherry, Prunus ‘Kiku-shidare-zakura’; Citron, Citrus
medica**; Cypress (in the family),Thuja spp. (see ‘otherpermanentplanting’ under ‘Main
Street’); Cypress,Cupressus sempervirens; Cypress, Curpressusmacrocarpa ‘Goldcrest’;
Dracaena draco**; Eriobotrya japonica**; Fig, Ficus benjamina**; Fig, Ficus carica;
Grevillea robusta**; Jacaranda mimosifolia**; Japanese maple,Acer negundo ‘Flamingo’;
Japanese maple, Acer palmatum ‘Butterfly’, ‘Orange Dream’, ‘Atropurpureum’, ‘Katsura’,
‘Dissectum’; Acer japonicum; Juniper, Juniperus scopulorum ‘Skyrocket’; Lagerstromeria
indica**; Magnolia grandiflora ‘Galissoniere’; Magnolia, Magnolia stellata; Olive, Olea
europea; Palm, Trachycarpus fortunei (palm most suitable for Irish weather); Pear,
Pyrus* species and cultivars e.g. P. calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ (pear trees already in street
planters) are somewhat affected by cold winds); Pillar crabapple, Malus tschonoskii;
Willow, Salix caprea ‘Kilmarnock’ and probably small trees such as Pyrus calleryana
‘Chanticleer’ (6m); Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’ (5m); Pyrus communis (columnar)’ Beech
Hill’ (10m); Prunus ‘Cheal’s Weeping’ syn. ‘Kiku-Shidare-Zakura’ (pendulus/weeping);
Prunus ‘Choshu-hizakura’ (6m); Prunus x cistena (1.5m x 1.5m) and Prunus sargentii
‘Columnaris’ (3m)
Left: Taxus baccata Yew Spirals
* AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
** Not hardy
*** Amelanchier genera is listed on the AIPP



8.3.3.1.2.12 Topiary Plants for Planters/containers
The great advantage of using topiary evergreens are that they come in a range of shapes and
sizes, including balls, domes, cone, spiral, bonsai, pyramid, cloud hedge, cloud pompom, beehive,
villandry, parasol, boxhead, conehead, cubes, standard, lollipop, pleached, parasols, miscellaneous
shapes (lovehearts, giroscope, box turkey). Topiary provides wonderful year-round architectural
interest particularly in the winter when other plants die back and there is nothing much to
see. The benefits of coniferous trees have already been outlined under the NBR Scheme. While
there are many species of deciduous trees that can be used for topiary, the following is a list of
coniferous and non-coniferous evergreen trees/shrubs best for urban scenarios:

1. Bay – Laurus nobilis*
2. Bay – Laurus nobilis ‘Aurea’*
3. Box – Buxus sempervirens
4. Box – Buxus microphylla
5. Cheesewood – Pittosporum tenufolium ‘Gold Star’, ‘SilverQueen’, ‘TomThumb’, ‘Garnettii’
6. Christmas Berry - Photinia x fraseri ‘Red Robin’
7. Delaway Privet - Ligustrum delavayanum
8. Eleagnus – Eleagnus angustifolia*
9. Holly (cross) – Ilex x altaclerensis ‘Golden King’
10. Holly (dwarf) – Ilex aquifolium ‘Argentea Marginata’
11. Holly (Japanese) – Ilex crenata
12. Holly (regular) –Ilex aquifolium and cultivars
13. Holly (blue) – Ilex meserveae
14. Honeysuckle (poorman’s box) – Lonicera nitida ‘Bagesen’s Gold’
15. Ivy – Hedera helix and cultivars (already covered under ‘other permanent planting on

‘Main Street’)
16. Juniper – Juniperus ‘Alps’ (see also ‘Other Permanent Planting’)
17. Laurel, Cherry, Prunus laurocerasus
18. Laurel, Portugese, Prunus lusitanica
19. Olive, Olea europea
20. Osmanthus, Osmanthus delvayi
21. Pine – Pinus sylvestris ‘Waterii’ (see also ‘Other Permanent Planting’)
22. Portugese laurel – Prunus lusitanica and cultivars e.g. ‘Variegata’
23. Privet (small leaf box) – Ligustrum jonandrum
24. Privet (garden) – Ligustrum ovalifolium *
25. Privet (chinese) – Ligustrum sinense *
26. Wintercreeper - Euonymous japonicus ‘Elegantissimus Aureus’
27. Yew – Taxus baccata
28. Yew – Taxus baccata ‘Standishii’

Right: Cloud pruning: Ilex crenata
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Examples of topiary used in different
ways: bay laurel in terracotta planters;
green and grey traditional style
‘versailles’ planters with Portuguese
laurel and examples of cloud and
spiral topiary. This traditional style
planter may work well in Tipperary
town and complement the traditional
buildings and gratify the resident's
request for smaller planters which can
be commissioned to size and required
colour.



Photos: Examples of simple yet effective urban style planting



Photos: Examples of purple fountain grass, Pennisetum advena with Petunia
spp.; Pennisetum aleopecuroides ‘Hameln’ and black grasses, Ophiopogon
planiscapus ‘Niger’



Photos: Examples of mixed planting schemes with shrubs, tropical plants, leafy
perennials and annuals These are high maintenance and expensive planting schemes.



Photos: Examples of
contemporary style
planters, some with
incorporated seating.



Photos: Examples of ‘green’ planting schemes without having to use flowers.
These can be great for biodiversity.



Photos: Examples of rustic style planting schemes and bedding



8.3.3.1.2.13 Other Shrubs, Palms, Grasses and Bamboos for Planters

Argyanthemum spp. (subshrub); Brugmansia sp.; Buxus balearica; Calluna vulgaris (see
‘other permanent plants’ for heaths/heathers under ‘Main Street’), Camelia sp.; Carex
sp.; Codiaeum variegatum; Cordyline australis (not fully hardy but grows better in
urban areas where it is protected by buildings); Deschampsia cespitosa; Erica spp. (see
other permanent planting for heaths/heathers); Euonymous fortunei; Euonmymous
alatus (multi-stem); Fargesia murielae; Fargesia nitida; Fatsia japonica; Fuchsia spp.
(invasive) ; Hackonechola macra and cultivars; Hebe spp.*; Hydrangea arborescens
‘Annabelle’, ‘Grandiflora’, Hydrangea aspera; Hydrangea involucrate ‘Hortensis’,
Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Altona’, ‘Ayesha’, ‘Blue Bonnet’, ‘Boquet Rose’, ‘Hamburg’,
‘Lanarth White’, ‘Mariesii Lilacina’, ‘Veitchii’; Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Altona’, ‘Ayesha’,
Mariesii Perfecta’; Hydrangea paniculata* ‘Brussels Lace’, ‘Floribunda’, ‘Grandiflora’,
‘Praecox’, Unique’; Hydrangea querxifolia ‘Snow Queen’, Hydrangea serrata, H. serrata
‘Bluebird’, ‘Rosaalba’, Hydrangea villosa; Indocalamus tessellatus; Lantana sp.; Orange,
x Citrofortunella microcarpa; Phyllostachys flexuosa; Phlaris arundinacea var. picta;
Phormium sp. (hardy varieties); Phyllostachys aurea; Phyllostachys nigra; Phyllostachys
viridistriatus; Pleioblastus variegatus; Rhododendron (dwarf 10-50cm) ‘Blue Diamond’,
‘Praecox’, ‘Dora Amatels’, ‘Egret’, ‘Select’; Rhododendron x hybridum (1-1.5m) ‘Gomer
Waterer’, ‘Lord Roberts’, ‘Tortoiseshell Orange’, ‘Viscy’ ; Rhododendron yakushimanum
(0.5-1m) ‘Dopey’, ‘Dreramland’, ‘Fantastica’, ‘Golden Torch, ‘Percy Wiseman’, ‘Solaris’,
‘Sneezy’, ‘Surrey Heath’; Rosa spp. (dwarf polyantha, groundcover, miniature and patio)
‘Baby love’, ‘Baby Masquerade’, ‘Happy Days’, ‘The Queens London Child’, ‘Red Hat Lady’,
‘My Valentine’, ‘Pearl Anniversary’, ‘Sweet Magic’, ‘Queen Mother’, ‘Lavender Jewel’,
‘Natalie Nypels’, Stars ‘N’ Stripes’, ‘Flower Power’, ‘Regensberg’, ‘Peter Pan’ ; Santolina
spp. (not hardy); Senecio cineraria (not hardy); Shibataea kumasasa; Skimmia japonica;
Trachycarpus fortunei (the only hardy palm);Viburnum davidii;Viburnum tinus*;Yucca
spp. (not hardy)

8.3.3.1.2.14 Climbers for containers (and shop windows):
Bouganvillea (prune hard); Cissus spp. (some); Clematis alpina; Clematis macropetala;
Dioscorea discolour; Epipremnum; Gynura aurantiaca; Hardenbergia spp.; Hedera
helix; Jasminum officinale*; Jasminum polyanthum; Lapageria rosea; Lophospermum
erubescens;Monstera deliciosa; Philodendron spp.; Senecio macrogiossus ‘Variegatus’

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.3.3.1.3 Some Recommended Combinations

1. Using versailles tubs, topiary such as bay laurel* or any of the others can be
selected (C.12). It is not entirely necessary to plant underneath

2. Using the AIPP bay laurel topiary in versailles tubs, a mixture of any of the
following underplanting for a blue grey green purple mix would be nice:
Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’, kitchen sages (silver, tricolor, bicolor, purple,
golden, ‘Compacta’, ‘Variegata’), thyme (‘Doone Valley’, ‘Foxley’, ‘Compacta’,
‘Variegata’, lemon thyme for a bit of yellow, regular), Campanula carp. ‘Blue
Clips’ and ‘Weisse Clips’, ‘Birch Hybrid’, C. garg. ‘Dickons Gold’, ‘Major’, C.
portenschlagiana, C. ‘E.H. Frost’, C. poscharskyana, C. ‘Indigo Blue’, Adjuga
spp., Arabis sp., Asplenium trichomanes incisum,

3. For those who enjoy bedding under topiary: Callibrachoa (visual effect and
enhances petunias), petunia (long lasting vibrant colours, styles and grows
fast), bacopa* (a planter filler and great for bees) bidens *(contrasting colour
and great for bees), verbena* (gives height, contrast, texture and colour, great
for butterflies) and thyme* (scent for pedestrians and a great herb for bees;
also possible to get organic seed). Choose complementary colours (less is
more in some instances).

4. Sanvitalia sp.*, Salvia ‘Cardonna’*, Stachys byzantine, Salvia nemerosa
‘Amethyst’ and ‘Ostfriedland’ underneath

5. The following is a list of plants that are fairly low growing and suitable for street
planters (but it really depends on the size and style): Achillea huterii*; Adjuga
spp., Alstroemeria spp.; Anthryrium niponicum ‘Red Beauty’; Arabis spp*.;
Artemesia spp.; Arum italicum pictum; Asplenium angustifolius; Asplenium
cristete; Aster* spp., ‘Happy End’; Aster albus; Aster alpinus; Astrantia spp.*;
Aubretia spp.*;Blechnum spicant; Brunnera ‘Jackof Diamonds’ and ‘JackFrost’;
Callibrachoa sp. (Aloha Blue Sky series); Callibrachoa sp. (Kabloom series);
Campanula ‘Birch hybrid’;Campanula ‘Blue Clips’;Campanula ‘Dickson’sGold’;
Campanula ‘Stella’; Campanula ‘Weisse Clips’***** ;Campanula carpatica
‘Bressingham White’, ‘Blue Clips’ (15cm)*; Campanula portenschlagiana
(15cm)***; Campanula poscharskyana; Campanula poscharskyana (20cm)
and cultivars‘ EH Frost’ (20cm)***; Carex ‘Evergold’; Cheilanthes lanosa;
Dianthus spp.; Dicentra spp.; Dryopteris ‘Crispa Congesta’; Erigeron spp.;
Euphorbia myrsintes; Felicia myrsinites; Festuca ‘Elijah Blue’; Geranium spp.;
Helianthemum spp.; Heuchera spp.; the smaller hostas such as Hosta ‘Grand
Master’, ‘Hapspen Blue’ and ‘Halcyon’; Hosta ‘Halcyon’ (blue/green), ‘Hadspen
Blue’ (grey/blue) and ‘Ground Master’ (variegated; Iberis ‘Masterpiece’ (30cm
white) ‘Pink Ice’ (pale whitish lavender), ‘Golden Candy’ (yellowish leaves)
‘Snowflake’ (white 25cm)*; Iberis spp.; Lavandula spp.; Leucanthemum spp.;
Leucanthemum ‘Snowlady’; Muscari americanum*; Nemesia ‘Confetti’;
Ophiopogon nigrescens; Osteospermum spp.; Phlox ‘Emerald Cushion’; Primula



‘Pink Ice’; Romarinus officinalis ‘Prostratus’*; Salvia ‘Cardonna’; Thymus
‘Compacta’*; Thymus citriodorus ‘Archer’s Gold’; Verbena tenuisecta; Verbena x
hybrida. Ensure to use a little sand or gravel for the drier varieties.

6. A ‘green’ planter could have cloud pruned topiary or Fatsia japonicawith ferns,
a mixtureof grasses and Bacopa sp. to fulfill thepollinator quota from theAIPP

7. Use a variety of Pennisetum grass as a central focal point and underplant with
bedding or perennials or a mixture of ferns, grasses and flowering perennials.

Above: Main Street, Tipperary

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Plant List
** A Popular Pollinator and an Invasive Species
*** A Pollinator not listed on the AIPP
**** Amelanchier, Anthemis and Stipa genera listed on the AIPP
***** Campanula spp. listed on the AIPPPhotos: Examples of rustic style planting
schemes and bedding

The wall that runs along this road requires management to remove the ivy to protect
the masonry. At the corner of this terrace, a small space is reserved for wildflowers by
TTBG for the AIPP. All of the trees in the green including those that were not next to
the wires were pollarded this past year and as a consequence will need to be assessed
over the coming years as to how to manage them going forward (those causing a
danger need to be cut, but not all are dangerous). The addition of 2 -3 flower beds
would greatly enhance the green and a slightly formal and low maintenance option
would be most suitable for the older residents. The following suggestions are outlined:

1. Plant Cortaderia sellonana ‘Sunningdale Silver’ surrounded by a ring of Sedum
herbesfreude ‘Autumn Joy’ and then a ring of Hackonechloa macra ‘Aureola’ . If
these are to be planted into raised beds, it would be helpful for the beds to
have a concrete/cobbled surround to avoid the need for strimming

2. A more colourful option would be to Cortaderia selloana ‘Pink Feather’ which
will be beautiful when they mature surrounded by Sedum ‘Purple Emperor’
or S. ‘September Glut’ or S. ‘Herbstfreude’ or S. ‘Iceberg’ or S. ‘Gooseberry
Fool’ (the last two green/white flowers are ideal for this combination). For
more colour add a ring of Echinacea purpurea or other pink cultivars or E.
‘Green Jewel’. In front of these, finish off with Hackonechloa macra (plain) or
Pennisetum ‘Red Bunny Tails’.

Above: Example of a Cortaderia flower bed except with annuals. The recommended
plants include the pink feathered grass instead with perennial plants

8.3.4 Martin Breen Terrace



3. A predominately lush herbaceous grass bed could include plants such as
Pennisetum alopecuroides, strap leaved Phormium ‘Tricolor’, ‘Dazzler’ or
‘Sundowner or a darker variety’, Sedum ‘Autumn Joy’, Cortaderia selloana
‘Pumila’, Miscanthus sinensis ‘Flamingo’, Muhlenbergia spp. (pink varieties),
Lagurus ovatus, Stipa gigantea, Juniperus ‘Blue Star’

4. At the end of this road approaching church street, on Martin Breen Court, the
wall approaching William O Carroll autioneers needs to be sandblasted and
the weeds overhead removed

Above: RIC Barracks, c.1875

8.3.5 Murgasty Road/R497 and Donohill Roundabout
Closer to the town, the trees near the schools require to be replaced eventually with
narrow trees such as the Japanese flagpole flowering cherry*, callery pear*, Crataegus
laevigata ‘Paul’s Scarlett’** or Cratageus monogyna ‘Stricta’*. Ivy hanging out over the
walls from various properties need to be cut back to protect the masonry and for road
safety reasons. The walls need to be scudded and plastered and stone walls to the
roundabout reinstated. The moss on the school walls needs to be removed. Coming
from the town, this road eventually splits at a roundabout going to Donohill and the
Springfield road. Here there is an old ruin house with mural art that may require a
touch of paint. Inside the house and on the gable ends, plant summer Clematis
spp., or combined with Rosa spp. or instead Wisteria sp. (see Arravale Close). A ‘mix
n match’ planting scheme is already present in the area around the house so that a
comprehensive design will not be possible here but plants to at least compliment the
shrubbery and introduce some pollinators to the area can include, Agastache spp., in
the background in the shade, a nice collection of foxgloves would do well here using
the native Digitalis purpurea * or beautiful new cultivars such as the yellow ‘Carillon’,
the ‘Apricot Beauty’, the white and purple ‘Pam’s Choice’, the very purple ‘Sugar Plum’
or from the ‘Knee-Hi’ series in pink, cream, blush (exceptionally beautiful) or mixed
coloured flowers; other plants such as Helenium spp.* for the autumn, Coreopsis
lanceolata,* Echinacea spp.*, red hot poker* (regular variety or ‘Percy’s Pride’, a green
variety), Rudbeckia spp.*, michelmas daisy*, Anthemis tinctora or cultivars, Acanthus
spinosus, Astilbe sp. or Eupatorium spp. These plants vary in height and spread and
must be laid out by an expert because they may not necessarily arrive in that state but
as P9’s (very small plants).

In the ‘Welcome Planter’, plantGeranium* ‘Johnson’s Blue’ or ‘Rozanne’ with Lysimachia
nummularia ‘Aurea’ as a trailing plant. These plants die back in the winter and return
the following year. Should this not be an acceptable option for residents, then plant
for each season; snowdrops (winter), primulas (spring), roses (summer), callibrachoa,
bacopa and petunias (3 together for summer), dwarf conifer, skimmia and cyclamen (3
togteher) and replace each season.

At the roundabout, plant a ‘wheel’ of short Buxus sp. or privet hedge. Either plant bare
root in Feb or purchase a short ‘ready hedge’. Create four corners with little cones
and a small topiary spiral, villandry or cone in the centre ensuring that it is not big
enough to obstruct the view of traffic. Infill the ‘spokes’ with one lavender* variety or
two different complementary shades. Ensure to prune the lavender once inMarch and
again in September to prevent the plant from becoming too woody. This will become a
haven for bees, and a favourite for bumble bees.

A provisional plan for the path and greenspace beyond the cash-and-carry to the end
of the row of bungalows is to create a series of flower beds with perennials currently
chosen by residents and up for further discussion are as follows: Artemesia ludoviciana,



Allium ‘Purple Sensation’*, Allium neapolitanum, Nepeta
spp.*, Salvia spp.*, lambs ears*, Carex testcea or Stipa
‘Pony Tails’*, Oregano ‘Golden’* and Phlomis spp.*, Hosta
‘Sum and Substance’, Hosta ‘Purple Heart’, Hosta ‘Gold
Standard’, Eyrsimum cheiri ‘Blood Red Covent Garden’*.
Other options can include various perennials such
Alchemilla mollis, Paeonia spp*. and Geranium spp.*. No
interest was expressed for trees at present.

8.3.5.1 Greenrath Cross
Greenrath Cross which is close to the R497 and the road
to Donohill has two gravel beds which require to be
maintained regualrly. Trees and shrubs would look well
here or use some of the planters from the main street
when they are replaced with new ones

Right: a mixture of alliums, peony, geranium, catmint, salvia
and russian sage.
Left: catmingt, allium, salvia and lambs ears

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.3.6 O Brien Street



Below is a list of suggestions from businesses and residents in the area:

1. The name of the street needs to be erected
2. There is no public bin on the street and the Moorehaven residential centre

alone has 200 residents - can this be rectified? It would be advantageous to
design bins that prevent people from dumping large items or their household
waste

3. There is no public seating for older people; public seating may be an issue for
loitering and a security system may be beneficial as there has been vandalism
(e.g. damage to front doors); there are opposing views for and against having
seating at the roundabout

4. More painting of the buildings is required and absentee landlords must be
encouraged to get involved

5. Incorporate ‘rumble strips’ to slow down cars
6. Tree pruning is necessary although new trees for the street would be a better

option. This street has very narrow paths and the existing trees are too large.
None of the recommended trees on the AIPP are suitable; however trees from
the Prunus genus have been mentioned. Plant upright growth habit Prunus
serrulata ‘Royal Burgundy’ alternating with Prunus serrulata ‘Amanogowa’
which are the most suitable trees for the confined location.

7. Refer to main street for similar relevant recommendations for planting e.g.
window boxes, hanging baskets, planters and pollinators on the AIPP, bug
hotels and other important advice regarding buildings and tourism

8. The mural on the ‘Cleanline Farm Services’ premises is a good example of a
site and service appropriate design and uplifting for many residents including
Moorehaven service users who love to see it as well as tourists and residents;
‘Cleanline’ also has spare walls within the property suitable for murals; this
may also be an opportunity to enhance carriage arches and alleyways with
murals or to advertise the Bianconi caravansary

9. Refer to Galbally road for additional information and to 8.2.5 and 8.2.6

*AIPP Friendly Planting Code

8.3.7 Old Monastery Road
This road leads to one of the entrances to the town park, the Hills which is also
the entrance to the Pitch and Putt Club. This brick wall entrance/exit needs to be
finished with stone facing while the remainder of the wall requires to be rebuilt in
sections and the ivy removed for safety reasons. Topiarymay look well in new planters
such as cone shaped Pittosporum sp., spiral Buxus spp. bay trees or conifers, all of
the aforementioned underplanted with bedding. See the ‘Main Street’ section for
recommended plants, pollinators and bug hotels. Old planters from the main street
could also be transferred here. Another option for a bug hotel could be to use the
wall or instead create a large bug hotel welcome sign. See ‘The Hills’ section for an
excellent example of an interesting bug hotel.

8.3.8 Rosanna Road/R661 and Roundabout
1. Walls require to be cleared of overgrown ivy – leave the Virginia creeper

which will not damage the masonry and produces vines loved by thrushes and
other small birds

2. Where there are gaps along the grassy strips the length of the road, add
upright growth habit trees, Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’* for pollinators

3. Astilbe x crispa ‘Perkeo’ (pink), A. ‘Deutschland’ (white), A. ‘Montgomery’ (deep
pink), A. ‘Amethyst (lavender), A. ‘Fanal’ (red), A. ‘Europa’ (white with a hint of
pink) are a number of varieties to choose from for planting under the trees on
the pathway near the testing centre. These can bemixed with a range of ferns
– see ‘Main Street’ ferns list

4. Across the road, in the grove next to the warehouse, plant a range of bulbs
such as Allium hollandicum ‘Purple Sensation’*, Allium ‘Violet Beauty’* and
Allium ‘Globemaster’* or a combination of A. ‘Early Emperor’, ‘Purple Rain’,
‘Forelock’ and ‘His Excellency’. A beautiful contrast could include Allium
‘Purple Sensation’ mixed with Geum ‘Mai Tai’ or apricot foxgloves, Digitalis
purpurea ‘Sutton’s Apricot’ or ‘Polkadot Pippa’. A final and beautiful option
would be to plant Queen Anne’s lace, Pimpinella major ‘Rosea’, a marvellous
pollinator not listed on the AIPP with Astrantia spp. Leave room around the
edge for the mower. Plant small allium plants @ 100/m2 or large @ 20/m2. In
the years to come, other plants can be added but it wouldmake sense to keep



5. At the roundabout, plant
Rudbeckia ‘Little Gold
Star’* or any 30-40cm
varieties of the genus.
Avoid the taller varieties
for this small roundabout.
These plants are
perennials and can remain
in the flower beds all year
round. Prune in winter for
a fresh appearance in the
following year

6. Litter needs to be
collected regualrly here
and education for schools
would be very important
- all schools should have
an hour in the week where
they clear up the rubbish
around their school and
the nearby streets.

Right: Allium sp.with Astrantia sp.



it simple for the present

8.3.9 St. Michael’s Road

It has been advised to remove the twenty two trees on this road comprised of horse
chestnut, lime and sycamore due to the following issues (Albert Nolan, 2021, pers.
commun):

1. Trees are too large for the street and the pavement is cracking in places
2. Roots are exposed to weather and traffic
3. Damage from vehicles to trunks is exposing trees to rot, pests and disease;

some have severe damage and severe rot
4. Some trees are blocking the sign for the roundabout
5. Some trees are missing their canopy or only half trees remain

8.3.9.1 Challenges and proposals:

1. Tree layout is inconsistent and are planted direct into the road on one side
and on the other side, into a narrow planting space on the pavement

2. Large tree planters will not work because there is not enough room for
pedestrians and large containerised trees have huge rootballs; very small
Versailles tubs with small lollipop, cone or swirl topiary using bay trees* may
suit this formal street. It is not clear without measuring the site how feasible
this idea really is e.g. will cars block the view; will there be enough room for
pedestrians; are the paths are too narrow in a visual context?

3. Planting direct into the ground on only one side of the road would be
aesthetically irregular but possibly the only option. There is no ideal tree for
this particular street and the overhang from private garden trees contributes
to the restriction. The best options are to use one of the following smaller
trees: upright hawthorn,Cratageusmonogyna ‘Stricta’*, upright cherry,Prunus
serrulata ‘Amanogowa’*, upright hornbeam, Carpinus betulus ‘Columnaris
Nana’. Dark leaved plants such as upright conifers will block the view

4. Tree guards should be very helpful (an urban style guard)
5. In the meantime, take precautionary safety measures and conduct tree

surgery (treat trees for disease, feed, remove rotten bits, seal wounds etc.)

8.3.9.2 Marian Shrine

1. At the Marian Shrine, some formal herbaceous beds would work well here:
tiered symmetrical beds using Musa spp. and Canna spp. for summer
decoration in the centre surrounded by single flowered Dahlia spp.*. Avoid
using other dahlias e.g. ball, pompon, cactus, water lily or decorative forms.
Include large marigold balls, Tagetes erecta** ensuring that they are all one
colour (30-40cm); the next option is using the Tipperary colours, plant
Phormium tenax in the centre or Phormium ‘Cream Delight’ (2nd choice) with
Salvia ‘Cardonna’*, Echium ‘Blue Bedder’*, yellow marigold (large balls as
above), edged by dwarf Euonymous japonica ‘Microphylla Variegata’ and dwarf
Euonymous fortunei ‘EmeraldGold’. Itmay be possible to include golden shrubs
such Lonicera nitida ‘Baggesen’s Gold’ or golden privet, Ligustrum ovalifoium
‘Aureum’, trained as topiary or instead ‘tiered’, ‘’villandry’ or ‘beehive’ yew;
another option would be to use the beautiful pink pampass grass, Cortaderia
selloana ‘Rosea’; the final and possibly the nicest option, long term would be
to construct a Buxus sp. box/parterre design (see the following two photos)
filled topiary villandry/spirals or bay topiary with lavender or varieties of
lavender pollinating shrubs such as blue colours L. angustifolia ‘Imperial
Gem’*, ‘Hidcote’*, ‘Regal Splendour’*, ‘Loddon Blue’* or pink ‘Helmsdale’*,
‘Fathead’*, ‘Miss Katherine’*, ‘Wendy Carlisle’*; whites, such as L. stoechas
‘Snowman’* or L. x intermedia ‘Alba’*. It is important to note that box plants
would require approximately three years to fill out; the alternative would be
to install an expensive ‘ready hedge’
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2. The quantity of plants and exact layout can be
discussed with a designer

3. Establish a street committee to discuss
requirements and manage the shrine, the new
trees or planters with incorporated bug hotels;
coordinating plant orderingwould be important
and a management plan

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
** Prunus spp. is on the AIPP



8.3.10 St. Michael’s Street
Please refer to main street recommendations for general street recommendations e.g.
painting, tidyingwires, promoting history for tourism, powerwashing etc. The removal
of overgrown ivy from private dwellings and gardens will assist in the enhancement of
the street. Should older residents require some assistance with the work, they may
contact Tipperary TidyTowns to make arrangements. Replace trees eventually with
those recommended for O Brien Street.

Above: Grass of Parnassus

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

8.3.11 Station Road
This is a historic road starting at Bridge Street, passing by famous landmarks such as
the Co-op Creamery, the Abbey Grammar School, a former Augustinian Abbey site,
Tipperary Train Station, AirmountHouse, theMilitary Barracks and associated historic
limestone walls, Séan Tracey Park, thewater tower, St. Vincent’s Health Centre and the
workhouse. The following is a list of recommendations:

1. Remove ivy from the walls near Bridge St, near the railway, Sean Tracey Park,
the entrance to St. Vincent’s and the workhouse wall right to the very end

2. Power washing is necessary for many areas along the road
3. Some residents nearby e.g. Garryskillane have complained about the potholes

in the road
4. Repair the rust and repaint the wrought iron footbridge at Tipperary halt
5. The trees (some arepollinators) along the water tower wall should eventually be

replaced with those recommended for St. Michael’s rd. or O Brien Street near
Seán Tracey Park allowing space for flower beds with pollinators in between

6. This is a difficult area to manage and unless the grass is to be removed
completely, then a decorative ring of one or two of the following grasses,
ensuring they are the complementary -Hackonechloa macra, H. ‘Aureola’, H.
‘Allgold’, H. ’Nicholas’. This will allow for the mower to continue to cut grass
but also reduce the grass cutting, chemical spraying and to give a slightly
better aesthetic and give a slightly better aesthetic

7. If the grass is to be removed completely, then any of the following but
costly options could be considered: Pachysandra terminalis, an evergreen
groundcover under planted with Allium spp.* - an alternative would be to
mix the Pachysandra sp. with Lamium spp. Crocus spp.*,snowdrops, winter
aconite and other spring/early summer plants (without overdoing it),
however, these are not evergreen and will not last throughout the season,
despite their attractive appearance and as they dye back, they will appear
scruffy and the likelihood of them being sprayed is high (perennials and bees
do not like chemicals)

8. Another option is to use evergreenVincamajor orVincaminor or the prostrate
growth habitCotoneaster spp. (c. 200 species) which will take time to grow and
will require management until that happens; these plants can be Cotoneaster
adpressus (30cm x 30cm), Cotoneaster dammeri (20cm x 2m), Cotoneaster
procumbens ‘Streibs Findling’ (10cm x 2m), C. ‘Hybridus Pendulus’ (2m x 2m),
C. nashan (1m x 2m), C. perpusillus (30cm x 2m), C. rotundifolius (1.5m x 3m),
C. adpressus (30cm x 2m), two very interesting varieties are C. atropurpureus
(50-100cm x 2-5m) and C. atropurpureus ‘Variegatus’, C. cashmiriensis (30cm
x 2m), C. congestus (70cm x 90cm)



9. Another option is to plant low growing/dwarf Californian lilac, Ceanothus sp.
(c. 55 species) which would be fantastic for pollinators (not listed on the AIPP
but should be)

10. At the roundabout, plantRudbeckia spp.* and leave them in there permanently

Below: A ring of Hackonechola ‘Aureola’ enhances a space in a very aesthetic way and
eventually reduces chemical spraying

8.3.12 Tipperary Road
The Hills Committee would like to reinstate the hanging baskets on Tipperary road
but require assistance in their maintenance. Please see ‘Main Street’ for further
details on hanging baskets and pollinator plants. It would be wise for the Tipperary
Town Enhancement Group and the new watering committee for the main street to
collaborate with the Hills Committee and Tipperary TidyTowns. Ivy along the wall at
various locations needs to be removed to protect the masonry.

8.3.13 Lake Road
1. One of the entrances to this road needs to be unblocked
2. The fields could be used to by travellers to graze their horses

Right: Rudbeckia spp. - a
pollinating genus suitable
for roundabouts on the AIPP

Left: A ring of Hackonechloa
'Aureola'

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly
Planting Code



8.4 THE CAR PARKS
Four car parks are covered in the plan namely Bank place, Kickham Place, Market Yard
and the Post Office.

8.4.1 Bank Place
A newdevelopment has taken place at theGerman Supermarket ‘Lidl’ chain’s Tipperary
Town Store which was granted planning permission in early 2021 for the complete
demolition of the exiting premises, to allow the construction of a proposed new single
level ‘Licenced Discount Foodstore’ comprising of a retail sales area with ancillary off-
licence use and bakery, entrance pod, public facilities (lobby and toilets), staff facilities
(staff lobby, toilets, staff canteen area, shower and change room), operational office,
meeting room, storage (cold storage), plant room, IT room, storage and delivery area.
Recent reports have shown that the new seating has collapsed. It is unclear if this has
been caused by vandalism or a construction issue. A very small area and insufficiently
so has been designated to green space and the following is a list of the plants, sub-
shrubs and trees for the site, three of which are on the AIPP as follows:

Agapanthus ‘Blue Umbrella’; Arbutus undeo*; Carex oshimensis ‘Evergold’ ; Escallonia
‘Gold Brian’*; Festuca glabra; Galanthus spp.*; Ilex ‘Nellie R. Stevens’; Narcissuss spp.;
Pennisetum ‘Pony Tails’; Penstemon ‘Apple Blossom’; Prunus laurocerasus; Tulipa spp.;
Vinca minor ‘Argenteovariegata’. Some more colour options and better pollinators
could added here to improve the site.

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

Drawing: Allocated greenspace for the new ‘Lidl’ store

Across the road from this location, there are two flower troughs and a raised flower
bed. The following recommendations are for a mixed and colourful combination of
herbaceous perennials and grasses for bees, and birds. Plants are permanent fixtures
and do not require to be removed or replaced, however they will require a prune for a
fresh appearance each year.

1. Calamagrostis brachytricha, Stipa tenuissima, Sedum spectablis ‘Iceberg’ or S.
telephium ‘Gooseberry Fool’ (white/light coloured/green flowers), Echinacea
purpurea, E. ‘Green Jewel’ or other pink or green cultivars, Persicara
macrophylla, Digitalis purpurea (will get shade from the grasses and the
gable end), Lythrum salicaria, Iberis ‘Pink Ice’*; add Osteospermum spp. (pink
varieties) to the two box beds.



8.4.2 Kickham Place Carpark
Please see Kickham Place (8.3.2) regarding planting for the street nearby. The flower
bed at the carpark would benefit from the removal of some of the larger shrubs and
replaced with pollinators including any perennials mentioned in ‘Main Street’ or
‘Murgasty Road’.

8.4.3 Market Yard
This project is part of the phased Town Centre Improvement Scheme for Tipperary
town which will improve connections from the Tipperary Excel Heritage Centre to
the River Ara. This phase of the project will upgrade a section of the Market Yard as a
pedestrian friendly area. The physical works will comprise of the following elements:

1. Upgrading of the traffic system
2. Upgrading of pavements including new kerbing and paving
3. Resurfacing of road sections
4. Upgrading of the lighting system
5. Installation of a new pedestrian crossing on Mitchell Street linking the Excel

Heritage Centre (which incorporates Tipperary Town Library facility and
Tourist Office) with the Market Yard and Town Centre

6. Installation of street furniture and planting (the details are not currently
available)

7. Installation of bespoke canopy structure for casual trading
8. Plants chosen for the plan are the callery pear tree, Pyrus calleryana

‘Chanticleer’* underplanted with pansies which are fine as a temporary
measure

9. In the flower bed, Cistus x pulverulentus ‘Sunset’, Abelia ‘Edward Goucher’,
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Candybelle’, Heathers, Choisya ternata, Potentilla
fructicosa ‘Beauty’*, Hypericum x moserianum ‘Tricolor’, Prunus blireana,
Spirea japonica, Carex sp.

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code Architectural sketches: The market yard is currently under construction for the
enhancement project which commenced in the summer of 2021.



Above: The completed project late evening, October 2021



Additional recommendations/options for the car park are as follows:

1. Victorian lamp posts need hanging baskets
2. Add more planters with pollinator shrubs such as Buddleja globosa* (for bees in

particular), or Buddleja alternifolia and B. davidii for butterflies although they are listed
as an invasive species. Careful consideration will be important before going ahead. Hard
prune the plants in spring to avoid becoming too woody. Plant under with Petunia spp.,
Callibrachoa spp. and Bacopa spp.*; for other species and varieties, see ‘Main Street’

3. A row of planters with incorporated seating along by the side wall with a ‘green’ planting
scheme (see Main street)

4. Install low maintenance seating with incorporated planting (see ‘Kickam Plaza’)
5. Hydrangea paniculata* underplanted with Callibrachoa sp. and Petunia sp. for

ornamentation with Bacopa sp.* as an additional pollinator and filler
6. Acer palmatum ‘Atropurpureum’ (purple), ‘Dissectum’ (green) and ‘Aureum’ (yellow). These

are ericaceous plants and are limiting when it comes to underplanting. Hackonecloa,
grape hyacinth* or Viola spp., the last two having short term windows. Other plants that
would work well near the ericaceous Acer spp. are Hosta spp., and various heaths and
heathers – see ‘Main Street’

7. Rustic style planters andbarrels filled with amixture of small conifers, shrubs, ferns and herbs is another option
8. The historic walls and lamp posts could benefit from hanging baskets – see ‘Main Street’. Local residents,

businesses or heritage centresmay have an interest in coordinating this with Tipperary TidyTowns. See ‘Main
Street’ for hanging baskets

9. Lamp posts also require hanging baskets
10. The clock tower plaza is an ideal location for one or both of the following – a large pony and trap/wagon floral

display filled with pollinators and trailing plants; giant topiary spirals/cones of yew or holly planted in the
ground to highlight the clock tower which is somewhat incongruent in the surrounding empty space next to
giant wall of the excel centre

11. Another option for the clock tower plaza are raised beds with a range of coniferous trees such as Cedrus
deodara ‘Aurea’, Cryptomeria japonica, shrubs such as Fastsia japonica* and Hebe spp.* pollinators, Viburnum
tinus,* and Vaccinium corymbosum* underplanted with Juniperus squamata

12. Near the excel, fruit barrels or potato barrels which are designed specifically for the job could be used as an
opportunity to be grown and harvested by the local cafés (the ‘French Quarter’/Excel may have an interest in
planting outside for fun)

13. Other trees for containers in this area are birch, bamboo, Buddleja spp.*, contorted hazel, Acer palmatum
‘Atropurpureum’, ‘Dissectum’ and ‘Aureum’, Amelanchier lamarckii, Cornus controversa, Hamamelis mollis
‘Pallida’ and ‘Brevipetala’, Trachycarpa fortunei, Gleditza triacanthos ‘Sunburst’, Cratageus monogyna ‘Rosa
Flore Pleno’* and others already mentioned (see main street)

Top Right: Buddleja davidii with Petunia sp.
Bottom Right: Hydrangea paniculata with Callibrachoa sp.
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.4.4 Post Office
In the post office car park, there are holes in the hedging that require refilling for aesthetic reasons and
to protect biodiversity (Albert Nolan pers. commun). To reduce grass cutting and chemical spraying
around the building, some of the lawn area could be converted to a groundcover suitable for moths,
bees and small birds. A prostrate growth habit juniper or Cotoneaster sp.* (see Station road for a list of
varieties) should fill the quota and produce berries for birds, flowers for bees and a place for nesting,
hiding and winter warmth.

At the entrance to Dan Breen house, a rock (alpine) garden would be nice here (Albert Nolan). Dwarf
conifers would work well such as:

● Picea pungens, Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Carpet’, Thuja plicata, Pinus heldreichii ‘Smidtii’,
Juniperus ‘Skyrocket’, Platycladus oreintalis, Pinus mugo ‘Nana’, Abies ‘Compacta’, Juniperus’
Holger’

● Plants suitable for rocky areas are Saxifraga spp., Corydalis spp., Aquilegia sp.*, Armeria spp.*,
Anthyllis spp., Dianthus, Astilbe x crispa ‘Perkeo’ (for the shady part), Origanum spp.*,Veronica
prostrata, Verbascum ‘Letitia’*, Tanacetum argenteum, T. desnsum subsp. amani, Arenaria
balearica, Erinus alpinus, Viola riviana, Cornus canadensis, Erigeron karvinskianus*, Persicaraia
spp.*,Geranium subcaulescens **,Arabis spp.*, houseleeks (Sempervivum spp.),Papaver fauriei**

● Plant Pachysandra terminalis undermature trees to prevent the need for weeding and spraying.
Choose spring* and autumn crocus* and winter snowdrops* for pollinators. Refer to Pearse
Park and other locations for more ground cover options

Right: Art by Shevaun Dogherty
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
** Geranium genera; Papaver genera

Shevaun Doherty

Shevaun Doherty is a botanical illustrator and Art Tutor
inspired by the natural world using watercolour paints to
capture light, colour and texture on paper and vellum. She
has won bronze, silver gilt, gold, and 'Best in Show' medals at
Bloom Botanical & Floral Art Show, produced the All Ireland
Pollinator Plan Cover Illustration and logo and 'An Post'
Stamps on Native IrishBees and 'An Post' Minisheet Design Bee
Meadow. Shevaun has generously donated her artwork to
Tipperary Town for the production of this plan. She hopes to see
pollinator-style mural artwork in the town to assist in raising
awareness for biodiversity and the All Ireland Pollinator Plan.



8.5 THE HILLS
Comprised of boulder clay, sand and gravel left by the last Ice Age, this 21 acre town park forms part of the
Esker range categorised as ED1, exposed sand, gravel or till, Stellarietea medii (Sisymbrietalia) under the
Heritage Council’s Guide to Habitats in Ireland (Fosset, 2000). This is a fantastic hilly habitat concealed by a
dense thatch of rough meadow grass known locally as ‘The Hills’ covering the townlands of ‘Murgasty’ and
‘Tipperaryhills’. The entire area is zoned into Commerical, Residential, Social and Public, New Residential
and Agricultural land. The location is typically used by townspeople of all ages and professions for daily
exercise, dog walking, meditation, nature walks and enjoying the natural scenery, rolling hills and vantage
points. Other activities and clubs associated with the Hills are the Clanwilliam F.C. Rugby Football Club,
hence the ‘F.C’ abbreviation and the ‘Pitch and Putt’ club, both of which are very popular. The area was used
for hundreds of years for cattle grazing and an abandoned quarry, at one time the site of a Norman motte
and its lake now forms part of the landscape. The remaining motte sits proudly as the highpoint ofMurgasty,
known locally as the ‘cup and saucer’. Panoramic views of the SlievenamuckHills andGaltees form a dramatic
backdrop to the south of the town. Tipperary TidyTowns/Murgasty Residents Group have been taking
diligent care of the hills for many years and have introduced trees, shrubs, bug hotels (with Albert Nolan)
and wildflowers to select locations, mostly on the edges of the paths. The Hills Improvement Programme
was awarded the “Best Environmentally Friendly Initiative” in 2011. This long established wildflower corridor
has been included in Tipperary TidyTowns list of pollinator corridors for the town. The lovely wildflowers
enjoyed by residents every summer around the hills and the club houses are sown by Ray Coleman, Paul
White and the Murgasty Residents Group. The group have committed to leaving some of these areas fallow
for bees and other pollinators which also helps to reduce grass cutting and chemical spraying.

The area of natural grasslands is low in species and structural diversity. Small quantities of trees and shrubs
introduced to the hills are apple*, ash, beech, birch, blackthorn*, bramble*, Californian lilac*, elder*,
hawthorn, honeysuckle*, horse chestnut, monterey cypress, oak, plum, raspberry, rowan*, walnut and
whitethorn. Topsoil was carried to the area for the trees without which the poor infertile soil would provide
sustenance or physical support. The trees are somewhat stunted due to the windy conditions. Common
plants such as Leucanthemum vulgare, ox-eye daisy, and Achilleamilefolium, yarrow, takewell along the path
edges and near walls. Centaurea nigra, knapweed, is a little more robust and can grow in thicker swards as
does Knautia arvensis, field scabious. Other common low-growing flowering plants seen by locals naturally
occurring in the hills where grass is sparse are bird’s foot trefoil, buttercup, cleavers, clover, forget-me-not,
fumitory, red dead nettle, pyramidal orchid, ribwort plantain, silverweed, speedwell, white dead nettle, vetch
and violas yet many of these are limited from spreading due to heavy competition from grasses (Timmy
Whyte, 2021, pers. commun). Taller plants such as groundsel, nettle, ragwort, sun spurge and wild carrot
spread intermittently here and there. No rare botanical species have been seen or recorded.

Right: Field scabious, Knautia arvensis
*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



Only9 speciesof plant andanimal
exist in the National Biodiversity
Data Centre official records for
The Hills recorded in 2012 (2
records), 2014 (6 records) and
2020 (1 record). The only records
for birds on the hills from the
Tipperary Branch of Birdwatch
Ireland, established in 1984 are
12 male blackbirds in 2015. This is
not an accurate representation
of what exists in the hills and
Tipperary TidyTowns hope to
embark on a data collection and
recording initiative with the
National BiodiversityDataCentre
and with the help of the overall
contractor/co-coordinator or
skilled botanists, ecologists,
entomologists and relevant
experts. Current records are as
follows:

Above: Wild carrot, Tipperary
Hills

SPECIES GROUP SPECIES NAME RECORD COUNT

BIRD

BIRD

FLOWERING PLANT

INSECT – BEETLE
(COLEOPTERA)

INSECT - BUTTERFLY

INSECT - BUTTERFLY

INSECT - HYMNOPTERAN

INSECT - HYMNOPTERAN

INSECT - HYMNOPTERAN

INSECT - LEPIDOPTERA

INSECT – TRUE BUG

Willow Warbler, Phylloscopus trochilus

Blackbird (presume it’s thecommonTurdus
merula?) but not specified

JapaneseKnotweedFallopia japonica (invasive)

7-spot ladybird Coccinella septempunctata

Green-veined white
Pieris napi

Orange-tip
Anthocharis cardamines

Bombus terrestris

Bombus locurum agg.

Large Red Tailed Bumble Bee
Bombus lapidaries (Melanobombus)

Narrow bordered five spot burnett moth
Zygaena lonicerae subsp. insularis

Sloe Shieldbug
Dolycoris baccarum

1

12TipperaryBirdwatch

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1



Data Recording
The following table is a list of local records displayed on signage that are
not recorded on the national database and it is unclear as to when and
exactly where (geographical co-ordinates) they were recorded. It will
be important for the town to put together a comprehensive catalogue
of data going forward with accurately identified species as a starting
point in order to highlight the significance of the Hills for biodiversity,
conservation, education, for local and national appreciation and for
tourism. Eventually, this may include what is hopefully dormant in the
ground and associated biodiversity. Consequently, it will be important
going forward that data is adequately and accurately curated going
forward. Using common names to identify plants is ideal, fun and
easy for schools, folk walks and casual talks but never for species
identification and recording for official databases (very different from
FIT counts for pollinators).

In order to fully identify a plant or species, a strong knowledge of
plant nomenclature, taxonomy and systematics is important where
morphological features are accurately measured, identified and
recorded e.g. width of the corolla, slight variation in shade of the corolla
or lip; short curled hairs or glandular hairs; are the leaves kidney shaped
or palmately lobed or spreading or sharp edged; are achenes hairless
with curved beak or long smooth hairless with a short beak or fine
pitted or narrowly-bordered with hooked spines? It is also important
to mention that certain procedures must be followed. The following
table highlights the areas where discrepancies can occur when data
recording is carried out with even the most commonly known plants
in the hills which incidentally are of little interest to a botanist due to
their abundant availability:

Top right : looking down onto the 'Pitch and Putt' course
Bottom right: trees and shrubs planted by the Hills Committee



SPECIES GROUP COMMON NAMES SPECIES NAME?

TREE/SHRUB

TREE

SHRUB

TREE

TREE

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

FLOWERING PLANT

Hawthorn

Silver birch

Gorse

Oak

Walnut

Ox Eye Daisy

Knapweed

Scabious

Bird’s foot trefoil

Pyramidal orchid

Creeping buttercup

Daisy

Dandelion

Kidney vetch

Ragwort

Nettle

Well known and easily identifiable but not to be confused with blackthorn

Well known easily identifiable not to be confused with downy birch

There are 2 main Ulex species. There is also a dwarf gorse. Which species is it? It may also be confused with broom, petty whin, and hairy greenweed

Which species? penduculate, sessile, evergreen?

Common or black?

Likely to be Leucanthemum vulgare but there are other similar species/genera e.g. Argyranthemum frutescens

Common or greater Centaurea sp.?

Knautia arvensis but there is also small scabious or Succisa pratensis (devil’s bit scabious)? Which ‘scabious’ is it?

Similar to horseshoe vetch or the variety sativus is almost the same

Easily identifiable but there are many hybrids and varieties of this species …which one is it?

There are c. 18 Ranunculus spp.; some similar looking plants include, bulbous, celery leaved, goldilocks, meadow and small flowered buttercup. Which
species is it? Just because it’s a yellow buttercup doesn’t specify it as a ‘creeping buttercup’.

This could be any ‘daisy’ species or in any genera; is it oxeye, shasta, mexican fleabane or Oleraria spp; Rhodanthemum sp., Brachysome sp., Cleretum sp. or
Argyranthemum sp.. Guessing its Bellis perennis but a guess is not helpful

Lumped together in aggregate form under Taraxacum officinale but in actuality a swarm of many microspecies. Which one is it? Some also but not often
confuse it with the hawkweeds (orange, leafy, common, mouse-ear, ox tongue) or hawkbits (autumnal, rough), hawk’s-beard (marsh, smooth), goatsbeard, cat’s
ear, viper’s grass…?

Easily identifiable but there are other yellow vetches in other genera. Horseshoe vetch is similar.

Which species? Marsh, hoary, common; or is it groundsel, heath, regular?

Dead nettle? White dead nettle? Red dead nettle? Cut leaved dead nettle, henbit dead nettle, archangel, red hemp nettle, common hemp nettle, bifid
hem—nettle, large flowered hemp-nettle,
Common nettle? Small (stinging) nettle?
That’s potentially twelve species right there. Which ‘nettle’ is it?



Other insects not officially listed on the National Biodiversity Data Register but
displayed on signage on the hills are: Aphantopus hyperantus, the ringlet, Polyommatus
icarus, the common blue butterfly, Zygaena filipendulae, the six spotted burnet moth,
Autographa gamma, the silver Y moth, Coccinella septempunctata, the seven spot
ladybird, Bombus pascuorum, the common carder bumblebee and Bombus lapidaries,
the red tailed bumble bee. In 2020, the rare narrow five spotted burnett moth was
seen feeding on knapweed near the drystone wall. Animals listed on signage are the
fox, rabbit, badger, pygmy shrew and pipistrelle bat. The list requires official validation.

Getting into more ornamental locations near the rugby club are semi-formal and
formal style plants such Centhranthus ruber which grows wild or cultivated in Ireland
known as red valerian, kiss-me-quick or fox’s brush, not to be confusedwith Valeriana
officinalis, the ‘real’ valerian used for sleep treatments which also growswild in Ireland,
particularly in the Burren region. Polemonium sp. and Kniphofia sp., red-hot poker are
also growing here.

Above: Yarrow, Achillea millefolium next to St. John's graveyard
Right: Rare narrow bordered five spotted Burnett moth, Zygaena lonicerae subsp.
insularis feeding on knapweed, Tipperary Hills, 2020



Divide the hills into linked themed zones:

1. Historical/heritage: the famine graveyard and associated history; site of the
fever hospital, small private school, Sisters of Mercy convent and the Christian
Brothers school; Michael Edmonds memorial stone; Brian Ború lighthouse/
fire site (local folklore)

2. Archaeological/heritage: existing motte/former motte and bailey and
associated history and links to Kilfeackle

3. Artistic: a new sculpture park and an inspirational place for landscape and
botanical artists

4. Recreational: ‘Pitch and Putt’; boules; ball alley, children’s play area (LAP/
LEAP); ClanwilliamRugby Football Club; dog training course; outdoor exercise
machines

5. Scenic/natural heritage: this runs throughout and includes the natural
habitat, new wildflower meadow, trees, shrubs, plants andwildlife, associated
tours and various vistas such as the SlievenamuckHills and the Galtees or the
urban landscape

6. The main vista point could include a reimagined medieval style tower/folly
and/or a reconstructed motte and bailey

7. Other vista points could include a large 360° panoramic binoculars and/or a
solar compass

iRight: Urban robotic style themed sculptures complement one another

Add signposts complimentary to the natural surroundings for the following themes:

The linked trails/themed zones

8. International focus (New York, Sydney, Paris etc.)
9. Local focus (the Racecourse, Hollyford Hills, Dundrum, Soloheadbeg,

Slievenamuck Hills, The Galtees, Knockmealdown Mountains; Slievnamon
etc.)

10. Tipperary town landmarks (the clock tower, the water tower, the workhouse,
the stone walls of the military barracks, St. Mary’s and St. Michael’s church
etc., the excel)

11. Interpretative panels will also be beneficial
12. Add signposts in Tipperary town with directions to the Hills, entrances and

highlights of the hills
13. Some signposts could be designed in the style of a compass (Albert Nolan)

8.5.2 Stakeholder Feedback
Based on feedback and discussion with the committees and townspeople, a few design proposals and/or management options will outlined going forward in no particular order
of preference considering the various factors includingmanagement, health and recreation, improved biodiversity, education, history, archaeology, art, tourism and associated
aesthetics as follows:



Other Improvements

1. A footpath is needed all around the hills (old road to Limerick)
2. All entrances to be enhanced welcoming visitors at the various access points

including pedestrian access points (St. John’s famine graveyard, St. Patrick’s
Ave, northwest of the Clanwilliam rugby football club); stepped access to the
hills require handrails and lighting

3. Entrance to the carpark to be improved with new tarmac, trees and plants
4. A new car park is required for the area which could be cleverly designed by a

landscaper to include trees and pollinating plants (see River Ara ornamental
planting recommendations which are an ideal planting scheme); wheelchair
access parking will be important

5. Relocate and replace the current toilets
6. New signage required in all locations
7. Solar lighting and ducting required for lighting up the car park
8. Underground electrical lines may be a better option
9. The ball alley needs a new platform
10. The Pitch and Putt facilities in general need to be improved
11. The tool shed of the Pitch and Putt needs to be removed
12. Stone walls surrounding the site in some areas require to be reconstructed
13. New stone seating and rubbish bins are required in the graveyard for elderly

people and visitors
14. New widened paths with new edging are required for the hill walks
15. New Sculpture Park inspired by local themes and complimentary to natural

surroundings would be beautiful. Sculptures can be placed in the grassland or
on the widened paths as in the example photo

16. New aesthetically pleasing furniture complimentary to the natural
surroundings is necessary; avoid planting pollinator plants for bees near
seats to keep bees away (this will pose a challenge though if a wildflower
meadow is to be established); it may be wise to construct a semi-circular
flower bed around the seating areas with bee and wasp repellent plants such
as Pelargonium ‘Citronella’, marigolds, lemongrass, wormwood and mint
(Swiss spearmint attracts butterflies instead of bees but it would need to be
managed to prevent from spreading into the grassland); useful old furniture
could be relocated to housing estates

17. A new dog walkers path leading to a dog training course separate from the
main route and away from the Pitch andPutt course as dog litter is interfering
with the ‘Pitch and Putt’ course

18. Dog litter bins, pooper scoopers and ‘no dog fouling’ signage required

19. New bespoke extra-large litter bins required including the graveyard site.
Patrick Justin Ryan, TidyTowns member and an avid Circular Economy
recycler may be able to advise; incorporate green roofs/green walls on the
bins; recruit additional volunteers for littermanagement; incorporate help via
CE Schemes, WPEP, STEA, BTWEA, POBAL, SICAP, SSNO, Tús, PTJI, Jobplus,
Community Services Programme, Rural Social Scheme; incorporate it into
KRC courses for climate adaptation or into education for schools; include a
consultation with the county council/task force as to how a fully committed
and consistentmanagement programwill be enabled e.g. howwill overflowing
bins be managed?; another option may be to include a static litter collection
machine (therewas one in Supervalu at one time) or a static litter compressor/
compactor machine placed in a location that would not be an eyesore (behind
the clubhouse?)

20. Include a security monitoring system for anti-social behaviour including

Top Right: The quarry lake on the Hills



littering and vandalism to trees and benches
21. Sheltered information booth (people both agree and disagree with this

idea due to concern with loitering) but a security camera may resolve
the issue

22. New Pitch and Putt facilities
23. New Boules area with at least two lanes
24. Planting required to screen the ESB communications mast (conifers

may work here)
25. A playground for children using low maintenance and vandalism

resistant materials
26. Add a range of outdoor exercisemachines (seeMarian terrace example)
27. Use solar lighting for evening walks, conservation and climate

adaptation
28. Create a miniature style Eden Project with a curvaceous glasshouse

with patinated wood design (shape and colour of the hills with the
grasses reflecting in the glass) with an indoor swimming pool, café and
lots of plants. Miniature glasshouse pods, some for sleeping, some for
other functions designed to complement the shapes of the hills and
the main glasshouse as well as functional tensile structures. Other
elements and features such as zip lines, miniature ponds, sculptures,
skateboarding and a visitor centre and amphitheatre with all kinds of
services in the adjacent site (quarry) would work well

29. Do the same as above with a hobbit world themed experience
30. Convert the deep hollow into a skateboard ring
31. Host a medieval parade with horses and a food fest and a larger area

and smaller areas need to be created in the hills to allow for large
congregations, picnicking, food and festival stalls etc.

32. Erect a bandstand/stage area with a tensile structure for small
concerts and live bands

33. Erect and outdoor cinema

Top Right: is an example of style or design for an outdoor stage area with a
green roof



Top Left: a combination
ofoutdoorarchitecture
and functionality

Bottom Left: Outdoor
exercise machines

Top Right: An outddor
glasshouse with a
green roof

Middle and Bottom
Right: An outdoor
stage area



8.5.3 Flora for Biodiversity
A few people expressed an interest in planting a small number of tree plantations which
won’t impede the view of the landscape discussed with the Hills Committee as follows:

1. A range of witch hazel varieties which are very small trees and less likely to
be affected by wind and will not block the view of the surrounding vantage
points and are particularly great for winter colour, winter flowering and
winter moths. Some varieties include Hamamelis mollis ‘Goldcrest’ – this
Chinese Witch hazel has large, sweetly scented, golden yellow flowers, tinged
with maroon; Hamamelis x intermedia – a cross between Chinese witch
hazel (Hamamelis mollis) and Japanese witch hazel (Hamamelis japonica);
Hamamelis ‘Savill Starlight’ has yellow flowers in late winter, and good autumn
leaf colour; Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Westerstede’– the flowers are yellow
and slightly scented and the oval green leaves fade to yellow in autumn;
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’ – with bright golden flowers that
curl up a little more than other varieties; Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Barmstedt
Gold’ is bright gold, ‘Pallida’ is pale yellow while other yellows include ‘Arnold
Promise’, ‘Primavera’; Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Diane’ – a popular choice, this
is a red-flowering cultivar. It also has good fiery autumn leaf colour. The Royal
Horticultural Society has given it the prestigious Award of GardenMerit (AGM);
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Strawberries andCream’ – this has flowerswith yellow
tips which deepen to a pinky-red towards the base; other orange varieties
are ‘Jelena’, ‘Aphrodite’ and ‘Robert’; Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Aphrodite’ with
orange-red, sweetly-scented flowers and red autumn leaf colour; Hamamelis
mollis ‘Brevipetala’ – the deep yellow flowers, which become red at the base
are preceded by yellow-orange autumn leaves These small trees require
ericaceous compost making them a difficult option for the hills

2. Plant a small plantation of rowan* cultivars choosing from the following
varieties of coloured berries: red (Sorbus aucuparia and cultivars such as
‘Chinese Lace’, ‘Gibsii’ or Sorbus scolaris); white (Sorbus cashmirana and ‘Glen
White Baby’), yellow (‘Autumn Spire’ and ‘Wisley Gold’; lemon (’John Bond’);
pale yellow (‘Joseph Rock’); Orange (‘Olympic Flame’, ‘Ravensbill’); pink (‘Glen
Spire’, ‘Leonard Messel’, ‘Emberglow’); pale pink (‘Pink Ness’, ‘Bissetti Pearls’,
S. pseudprillmorini); wine (ish) (‘Ghose’; ‘Pink Charm’); black (S. sorbaronia).
Unfortunately these cultivars are not regarded as native and would not be
available on the NBR scheme

3. In the deep hollow, plant native blackthorn and whitethorn for pollinators
4. Plant a few scots pine as an ecological corridor for birds of prey (Timmy

White, 2021, Pers. commun)

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

5. An alternative option would be to plant a misture of native trees from the
NBR scheme including oak, birch and rowan. Deciduous trees are best planted
from late Oct to late March and coniferous trees from Sept-Oct and April–
May. Containerised trees can be planted any time of the year except in very
dry or very wet weather but always grow best using the former options.
Containerised planting is the least preferred option.

6. Follow the guidlines of the Al i reland Polliantor Plan and plant open space
trees laid out in the plan such as juneberry, Indian bean tree, apple, foxglove,
wild cherry, bird cherry, japanese flowering cherry, pear, rown, willow and
lime. Plant bulbs such as crocus for autumn, winter aconite, muscari and
alliums for the four seasons.

7. From a professional and many residents perspective, there are several
important reasons not to plant any more large tree plantations laid out as
follows:

● The idea for enhancement is to highlight the unique gift left from the
ice age - the sandy esker range and natural landscape - not to alter it

● Trees may block the views of the natural undulating features of
the hills and the wider landscape and dramatic backdrop as well as
archaeological and historic features and urban landmarks

Photo above: trees and shrubs planted by the Murgasty Residents Group



● The soil is not suitable for trees which would require topsoil to be
delivered to the site which is not a sustainable system. Topsoil is
becoming increasingly difficult to obtain and well as increasingly
expensive. Landscape restoration for sustainability always involves
working with nature, with what is already there - never against it.
On-going mulching would also be required

● The leaves from the trees interfere with the pitch and putt course
and have to be removed; they also pose a threat to spreading fungal
infection to the thatch

● Trees are stunted from wind damage

8. Convert the Hills to a lavender meadow which would attract tourists from far
and wide. This idea is lovely but would require a conservative estimate of c.
800,000 plants @€8/plant which would require replacing every 7 years. Each
plant would require pruning twice per annum and lavender is unable compete
with meadow grasses and rouging between and through plants would require
a full time operator (this idea is more suitable to a lavender farm type project
where plants are laid out in rows forMediterranean climates, soils and tractor)

9. Other recommeded shrubs from the AIPP for the four seasons could include
Fatsia japonica, Viburnum tinus, Perovskia atriplicifolia, Ribes nigrum and
many others - refer to the AIPP Planting Code

10. Avoid interfering with the natural grassland by the reduction in the use of
pesticides and grass cutting through the creation of a wildflower meadow
(refer to Biodiversity section on how to establish a wildflower meadow). Cut
paths through themeadows to enjoy the biodiversity and add new biodiversity
signage. No fertiliser or seeds are required here. Yearly assessment will dictate
the need for the introduction of yellow rattle. Invasive species for wildflower
meadows will require to be removed e.g. nettles, ragwort etc.

11. Continue to sow 'wildflower' seed around the clubhouses. The All-Ireland
Pollinator Plan recommends companies from which to source native seed:

• 'Design by Nature': www.wildflowers.ie
• 'Eco Seeds' in Northern Ireland: www.ecoseeds.co.uk

12. Continue to leave agreed areas around the clubhouses fallow for bees and
biodiversity in order to reduce grass cutting and chemical spraying

13. Tipperary TidyTowns plants raspberries for biodiversity and refer to the
previous plan for other similar activities

14. Continue to include bat and bird boxes (it has been noted that on completion

of this plan that the AIPP has outlined that the use of large bug hotels is no
longer regarded as healthy practice for bugs but smaller bug and bee hotels
hotels are a better option. Please refer to the task force biodivrersity toolkit
for instructions on how to build bat and bird boxes and other items.

15. Tree pruning is required as well as the treatment of tree wounds

16. Remove or at least prune the large monterey cypress blocking the view of the
hills from the carpark

17. The removal of invasive species listed on the national register

8.5.4 Other Plants for Dry/Semi-Dry Conditions

The following is a list of herbaceous perennials for drier conditions which would suit
the edges of paths or approaches to the hills. To increase the range of plants, refer to
the AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code and add the appropriate topsoil:

Acanena inermis ‘Purpurea’, Acanena saccaticupula ‘Blue Haze’, Achillea spp.*,
Agapanthus sp. ‘Enigma’, ‘Kingston Blue’, ‘Peter Pan’, ‘Cobalt Blue’ and many more
cultivars and hybrids, Allium carinatum*, A. cernum*, A. lusitanicum*, A. sikkinense*,
A. sphaerocephalon*, Armeria maritima**, Artemesia ‘Powis Castle’, A. ‘Alba’, A. pontica,
A. ludoviciana, Atriplex spp., Argyranthemum ‘Jamica Primrose’, Asphodelius spp.,
Ballota spp., Calamgrostis spp.*, Calamintha spp.*, Caryopteris spp.*, Catanache
spp.*, Cistus spp., Dianthus spp.*, Diascia spp., Erigeron spp.*, Eryngium spp.*,
Euphorbia spp.*, Festuca glauca and cvs., Gaura spp.*, Haplopappus glutinosus,
Helinathemum spp., Helichrysum italicum, Sedum (syn. Hylotelephium) spp. and cvs.*,
Hypericum olympicum f. uniflorum ‘Citrinum’, Hyssopus spp.*, Iris spp., Koeleria glauca,
Lamprothyrsus hieronymi, Lavandula spp.*, Leptinella ‘County Park’, Leymus arenarius,
Libertia peregrinans, Linaria alpina**, L. anticaria**, Lychnis coronaria* and cvs.,
Marrubium libanoticum, M. bourgaei, Matthiola spp.*, Melianthus sp., Nepeta spp.*,
Origanum spp.*, Panicum rupifragrum, Papaver rupifragum*, Parahebe cattaractae,
Pennisetum villosum, Perovskia ‘Blue Spire’*, Phlomis spp.*, Pilosella aurantiaca, Poa
labillardieri, Potentilla calabra**, Rosmarinus spp.*, Salvia argentea*, S. blancoana*, S.
officinalis* and cvs., S. lavandulifolia*, S. sclarea*, Santolina etrusca, Stachys byzantina*,
S. candida*, S. citrina*, Stipa gigantea ‘Alberich’*, S. pseudoichu, S. tenuissima**,
Teucrium spp.*, Thymus spp.*, Verbascum blattfaria*, V. bombyciferum*, V. chainxii*,
V. creticum*, V. olympicum*, Verbena bonariensis*, V. ‘Lolipop’*, V. hastata*, V. rigida*,
Zauschneria californica*

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



8.5.6 Medieval Gardens

Photo above: The Norman Motte on Murgasty
Photo below: Views across the Hills to the Slievenamuck Hills and the Galtee mountains

While themedieval era lasted from the 5th to the 15th century, a periodof mass illiteracy,
records for garden architecture and plants exist mainly in old castle and monastic
tapestries, religious paintings, in abbeys and associated cloisters, old manuscripts,
herbals and the books of the hereditary physicians (including pigments). This would
indicate that records represent a certain class of society and medieval establishment
medicine with many rare and expensive plants and remedies coming from the
Mediterranean and Persia and not necessarily representative of the general population
or what they would have been growing for food and medicine. Formal wooden lattice
fencing associated with the wealthy, topiary, box hedging in-filled with a range of
medicinal and kitchen herbs and usually with a central fountain constructed to
recreate the medieval cloister style garden, initially in the Victorian era and again in
modern times would not have been applicable on sites such as the motte and bailey
which would have consisted of amuch more rudimentary set up and planting scheme,
if indeed there was any at this temporary defence fortress.

Wooden palisades and possibly - wattle fencing/hurdles made from hawthorn, hazel,
oak or willow may have been used here to separate spaces, if those trees were present
nearby at the time. Larders stored seeds as excavated in othermotte and baileys such as
barley, einkhorn, emmer, oat, rye, spelt, wheat, common pea, vetch, wild turnip, fat hen,
stinking mayweed, nipplewort, rush, gypsywort, cress, poa, buttercup and foxglove.
If there was a kitchen or utilitarian garden, it likely had cabbage or some brassica,
borage, dandelion, fat hen, leek, lettuce, spinach, parsley and radish (Landsberg, 1995).
Excavated waterlooged wood included willow, poplar, wild cherry and blackthorn.
Medieval herbal remedies included from Bald’s leechbook - fennel root, agrimony for
male impotence, a remedy for shingles included bark from fifteen trees: aspen, apple,
maple, elder, willow, sallow, myrtle, wych elm, oak, blackthorn, birch, olive, dogwood,
blackthorn, ash, quickbeam (rowan); a remedy for aching feet were the leaves of elder,
waybroad (plantain) and mugwort; as an eye salve: garlic, leeks and wine. There were
also poisonous plants such as monkshood, aloe, colocynth, colchium, fleabane, opium
and squill. It is already apparent that many of these plants are not endemic or suitable
for the Tipperary Hills either due to soil conditions, spreading nature, tendency to
interfere with wildflower meadows, are visually incoherent with the natural landscape
or they are a health and safety hazard. Selecting plants will take some time and care
but a few such as tansy, yarrow andmeadow sweet (in a slightly wetter location) would
suit the environment and ‘mediaeval’ quota to a degree. Avoid poisonous ‘medieval’
plants such as aconitum, aloe, colocynth, colchium, fleabane, opium poppy and squill.

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code
**Genera listed on the AIPP



8.5.7 Sculpture

Top left: Example of a stark but beautiful contrast
Top right: Looking through the grid – a very clever design while respecting the wider landscape
Bottom right: Simply metallic vs. simply natural



Top: A mirrored portal
Bottom left: This one is for
near trees
Bottom middle: Round vs.
linear (note the similar shapes
of the leaves on the trees as
on the sculpture)
Bottom right: A woodland
mirror



Top left: A Green Man
Top right: Inspired by Leaves
Bottom left: A Willow Dancer
Bottom right: A patinated wildlife based theme



Top left: Pheasants
Bottom left: Perspectives: Keeping It Simple
Bottom middle: A Birdbath
Right: Windswept



Top left: A Serpentine Design
Bottom left: Dorset Day Dreaming – a very imposing design
Top right: The Hive at Kew Gardens



8.6 The River Ara Walkway Project
Tipperary County Council organised an open day in November 2019 which took
place in the Tipperary Excel Centre in order to give stakeholders an opportunity
to have their say - many attended throughout the day. Tipperary County Council
proposes to carry out the following development located in the townlands of
Collegeland and Knockanrawley. The development will include the ecological
reanimation of approximately 1km of the Ara River, enhancement and stabilisation
works to its main channel and the creation of a variety of associated habitat features.
The main purpose of this work is to appropriately enhance the environmental
conditions of the site, optimising its location for amenity and education.

The development will include:

1. A gravelled walkway, circa 1km in length, located parallel with the existing
river channel and connecting it to the existing path near Glenview square; a
cycle path will also be included

2. An off-stream wetland and boardwalk through the wetland
3. In-stream rubble mats and deflectors and river observation point, providing

visitors with visual access of aquatic habitats
4. Landscaping, with new ponds, appropriate vegetation, children’s play

area while community event areas will further enhance the biodiversity,
recreational, social and aesthetic value of the development area

5. A new pedestrian bridge will provide enhanced access with security provided
by appropriate fencing along school boundary which is now complete

Other areasof concernby residents are thecondition of the riverAra whichhas declined
over time as well as the littering issue, particularly behind Kissanex fuel station. There
is a slight conflict of interest in this area as some people want to remove trees, some do
not, some want to weed and clean up the green area and others want to leave it ‘wild’
for biodiversity. A balanced approach should satisfy both camps where newly developed
wetlands will encourage aquatic biodiversity and newly introduced native trees, shrubs,
hedging andwildflowers will extend thewildlife andpollinator corridors across the town
as well as remediation of the damaged river. Tipperary TidyTowns will address the litter
issue and hope to see the Abbey school getting involved. Some residents would like to
see the return of the static litter collection machine at Supervalu.

To date, there are only two official records in the National Biodiversity Data Centre for
this stretch of the River Ara including the far from rare lesser celandine Ficaria verna
syn. Ranunculus ficaria recordedalmost three years ago and one record tenyears prior
to that for the cinnabar moth Tyria jacobaeae, both having been recorded furthest

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code

away from the site. No freshwater fishes were recorded. Sampling in 2010 by Inland
Fisheries showed records only in the stretch of water below Bansha to include Atlantic
salmon, Salmo salar, brown trout, Salmo trutta, European eel, Anguilla Anguilla, three-
spined stickleback, Gasterosteus aculeatus and stone loach, Noemacheilus barbatulus.
Local accounts have noted seeing “brickeen” at one time or another.

The following plants records were produced for VESI International by a private
company:

Calystegia sepium, hedge bindweed; Berula erecta, lesser water-parsnip; Sparganium
emersum, floating bur-reed; Epilobium hirsutum, great willowherb; Angelica sylvestris,
wild angelica; Veronica anagallis-aquatica, blue water-speedwell; Urtica dioica,
stinging nettle; Sparganium erectum, reed canary grass; Phalaris arundinacea and
fool’s watercress, Apium nodiflorum; Petasites hybridus, Butterbur; Veronica anagallis-
aquatica, blue water-speedwell; V. catenata pink water-speedwell; Juncus bufonius,
toad rush; Nasturtium microphyllum watercress; Ranunculus sceleratus, celery-leaved
buttercup; Persicaria amphibian, amphibious bistort; P. hydropiper, water pepper;
P. maculosa, redshank; Rumex conglomeratus, clustered dock; Matricaria discoidea,
pineapple-weed; Tussilago farfara, coltsfoot;Epilobium parviflorum, hoary willowherb;
E. ciliatum, American willowherb. Shrubs and trees include Rubus fruticosus and Salix
x fragilis, a small hybrid crack-willow; Crataegus monogyna and double ash Fraxinus
excelsior.

Tipperary town intends to become a leader in Biodiversity Awareness Development
and initiate accurate and professional species monitoring and recording not only
for biodiversity but also for climate adaptation through collaboration with national
Databases, the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force, the Tipperary Town
Enhancement Group (Chamber of Commerce), businesses, lead consultants, co-
coordinators and many other organisations who can help to carry the projects. A
landscape plan will be delivered by VESI Environmental with a particular focus on a
natural/native plan that will be low maintenance and native species to include: Alder,
Apple (not specified)*, Birch (downey and silver), Hazel, Holly, Willow (crack, white)*,
Black Poplar, Hawthorn*, Blackthorn*, Cherry, Elder, Hazel*, Maple (field), Guelder
Rose*, Oak (sessile), Rowan, Scots Pine, Willow (white), among other native tree and
shrub species. Flow-resistant heliophyte species (sedges, reeds, aquatic grasses, rushes
and iris) will be established in areas of the river that are minimally water-covered
during low flow. On the river embankment and along sections of the path, tree and
shrub planting are proposed. Similar species will be planted within the wetland, where
a variety of marginal, emergent and aquatic plant species will be established such as
yellow flag iris, purple loosestrife, carex sedges, cyperus sedges, flowering rush, lesser



spearwort greater spearwort, water plantain, great cattail, lesser cattail, bur reed, club
rush, great pond sedge, lesser pond sedge and reed sweet grass. While the planting of
wildflowers and grasses has already been planned some time ago, Tipperary TidyTowns
intends to include this on the pollinator corridor list. Smaller areas of more ornate
and structured planting may be included, with potential for community gardening and
education. Additional suggestions are to ensure that any lighting selected for the area
does not affect bats or other animals at night time and downward lighting would be
preferred (Albert Nolan, 2021, pers. commun). For more information, the Lighting for
Wildlife And Bats website can be accessed at www.light.ie

At the River Ara Project Open Day in Nov 2019, the following ornamental perennial
planting suggestions were presented (in the photos) to the company as a suggestion
to enhance the entrances to the wetlands. The idea was to encourage sustainability
through the use of aesthetics to attract not only locals but also tourists for economic
development. The ornamental planting suggestions were highlighted in order to
maintain a ‘grassland’ feel in an urban location and yet at the edge of a ‘natural’ wetland
intersection where one would seamlessly blend into the other without interference
with the natural habitat. It is not clear at this stage what will be done here but these
plants are also listed on the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan Friendly Planting code. Some
include Perovskia sp.*, Agastache sp.*, Echinacea sp.*, Eryngium spp.*, Lythrum sp.*,
Helenium sp.*, Pennisetum sp.*, Sedum spp.*, and Veronica sp.* Looking into the future,
it is anticipated that this walkway will link not only to the town historic and heritage
trails but eventually to Bansha Wood, the Glen of Aherlow and associated Caravansary,
tourism trails and services.

Other suggestions could be to broaden the scope of the use of the space and inlcude
options for picnicing, arts and culture events, artwork displays, market displays and
open air eventswith a carefully designed amphitheatre in keepingwith the surrounding
landscape and in respect of the river. This would need to be survyed and approved
intially due to the proximity of wildlife.

Top right: Example of grasses mixed with perennials such as Perovskia sp., Agastache
sp. and Echinacea sp.
Bottom right: Grasses mixed with Achillea, Agastache spp. and Sedum sp.

*AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



9. HERITAGE GARDEN CONSERVATION
Heritage garden conservation is all encompassing and can include any of the following:

• The natural (parks, woodland, lakes, rivers, mountains, farms, botanical
collections, heritage seedsand plant varieties used in a particular time in history)

• The historic (gardening timelines and associated practices and architecture,
famous horticulturists e.g., William Robinson)

• Architecture (garden designs and architectural features, walled gardens,
glasshouses, conservatories, sculpture, fountains, follies, ice-houses, bath
houses and a vast array of associated buildings including main houses; historic
city/civic buildings and associated greenspace

• Archaeological (pollen records, ethnobotanical artefacts, dendrochronology,
standing stones, old castle ruins)

• Cultural (e.g., folklore collections and records of old cures and plant/land-based
practices; organic gardens for human holistic health, associated history, events
and characters), tourism, agriculture, forestry, ecology, research etc.

There are general conservation principles that can be applied to heritage gardens:

a. Conservation is for the benefit of present and future generations.

b. All conservation decisions should be based on a systematic approach to
evaluation of significance based on a thorough knowledge and understanding,
and a coherent policy framework.

c. Conservation should take into consideration all aspects of significance, both
tangible and intangible.

d. Conservation should seek to protect cultural and natural diversity and local
distinctiveness as well as features of national significance.

e. Conservation process and activity should be transparent and adequately
recorded and monitored.

f. Conservation activity should be reassessed as knowledge increases and values
change.

g. Conservation processes should seek to resolve conflicts, butwhere irreconcilable
differences between conservation aims and other aims arise, conservation will
prevail.

h. Conservation of a feature or place within its context and setting is preferred.

i. Any action should have as little adverse impact on significant features as possible.

j. Where there is a serious threat of damage to the significance of the place or
object, lack of full information should not be used as a reason to hold up the
process

k. Openness and honesty are essential in the presentation of conservation work,
especially where issues of authenticity are raised.

l. The management and implementation of conservation activity requires
appropriate knowledge, skills and expertise and the provision of adequate
resources.

The general criteria for assessing the value of gardens should include whether the
site/garden is as follows:

1. Outstanding value as a work of art

2. Outstanding historical value

3. Outstanding horticultural, arboricultural or silvicultural value

4. Outstanding architectural value

5. Outstanding scenic value

6. Outstanding nature conservation

7. Outstanding cultural heritage value: archaeological evidence, ways of life,
customs, materials used, land use, importance to communities’ history, places
of memory etc.



9.1 Appraising the Site

This is done by checking the Status of the Site by going to the National inventory
of architectural heritage (NIAH) which surveyed about 6,000 sites over 20 years ago.
The Planning and Development Act requires each planning authority to compile
and maintain an RPS (Record of Protected Structures). Defining the boundary of
a site requires that the maximum extent of the landscape is covered. If the site is a
designated Architectural Conservation Area (ACA), thismay provide a basis. The extent
of the landscape may have been determined much earlier in the historical timeline and
may include long avenues or vistas leading the viewer into valleys, lakes or mountains.
Identifying and describing this site in the early stages will require archival, library
and other types of searches. Records can be located anywhere in books, estate plans,
periodicals, pictures, photographs, articles, figures of interest. Ordnance survey maps
may demonstrate historical timelines; aerial photography will be helpful to enhance
perception. The components of the landscape then need to be identified e.g., the ruins
of an oldNorman castle or it may be overlaid with a new building, an ice-house, follies,
walled garden, old Victorian children’s playground, wood-land stumpery, fountain,
parterre gardens, gate lodges and their associated gardens; bridges, arboretums,
courtyards and stables, parks, wells and bath houses.

9.2 The Statement of Significance

In terms of heritage gardens, the ‘Statement of Significance’ is a holistic assessment of
significance for the entire property rather than any single element such as “the green
area”, “shrubberies” or “lawns”. This does not always include the interior of buildings
unless ina locationsuchasanestatewhichcanhavemanybuildingssuchaspottingsheds,
tool sheds, apple stores, orchid houses, peach houses, pineapple houses, glasshouses,
conservatories and stove house to name a few and require people with specialist
knowledge. These are people who not only have architectural and historical knowledge
but also have botanical and horticultural knowledge – they know about growing - why
buildings were built they way theywere, why shedswere laid out in a particularmanner,
various tools and equipment, pipes etc. The interior of non-garden buildings become
relevant in a historical context and the relationship between the architecture of the
building and the exterior grounds. In some instances, the same architect is involved or
some feature within the house are replicated outside. All history and stories associated
with the main buildings and all associated property and historical characters will have a
direct relationship with the grounds and gardens and so the historic garden researcher
must conduct an exhaustive study of all existing records.

9.3 Vision Statement

This works in conjunction with the Statement of Significance in order to set out a
long-term direction for the historic landscape and gardens and it does this by painting
an overall vision of the totality or essence of the site, including the relevant historical,
architectural and cultural aspects of the garden. An individual should be able to go to
the vision statement and have succinct and comprehensive view of the entire garden
site even if not present on the site. Not all institutions use a vision statement in addition
to the statement of significance which is regarded as sufficient. An example of a case
study Vision Statement produced for Pentillie Castle in Cornwall for Melissa Simpson
from the National Trust for Scotland in association with the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh is as follows:

Pentillie Castle

‘Majestic does Pentillie Castle stand
High over Tamars banks in a fair land

It was here that a monarch stood and gazed in awe
Enraptured by the landscape that he saw
Where Tillie’s Baroque style once held sway

Repton’s genius now came in to play
From his red book did serpentine designs

And moved like living things round flowers entwined
And Kennedy from his great book of green

Built playgrounds that were magic and serene
A cobbled avenue of lovely lime

Transports the viewer back through mists of time
Twas here that horse drawn carriages did stroll
Whos sound was the very music of the soul
Round every twist and turn came a surprise

A veritable feast just for the eyes
And Tillie in his chair where skylarks sing
The man who bought his title from the king
Looks over all and marvels at the view

For three centuries his wishes have come true.’

This vision statement gives a succinct historical timeline in relation to the site
including relevant historical dignitaries, horticultural personages and associated
works, historically significant architectural styles and features, scenic value, site



9.4 Impact Assessment &
Recommendations:
This will involve looking at the areas and features of the designed landscape and what
should or should not be developed. Is development possible without any impact on
heritage and/or are there mitigatory provisions compatible with heritage garden
conservation? Proposals for mitigation can create opportunities for enhancement
of the landscape design which may sometimes deter the “purist” from unreasonable
constraints that may not make sense. This may involve adding landscape planting
to the existing landscape to provide visual or noise screening, for the enhancement
of biodiversity or the use of planting to seamlessly merge contemporary buildings
with historic buildings. Many historic gardens are rethinking their choice of plants
for gardens with new and improved cultivars and planting schemes while old historic
buildings are enhanced with newly introduced period inspired spaces or sensitively
designed contemporary and complimentary spaces for the enhancement of tourism.
Another reason for rethinking the excessively conservative and oftentimes pedantic
“do’s and don’ts” are the increasing number of dilapidated, derelict and unused historic
buildings in towns, which tied up in red tape call for a change in legislation before
town centres disintegrate. Tipperary Town is one example of this scenario and results
from the 2021 Heritage Council’s CTCHC land use survey indicate that there is a 20%
total vacancy rate in the town centre, a total of 87 empty buildings (Alison Harvey pers.
comm.). This calls for a complete rethink on how buildings are used before they become
lost forever. Once the plans are in place and work is complete, the management plan
should set out the long-term objectives and policies for consistency of management.

Tipperary town has a number of historic sites, associated buildings and grounds
including The Courthouse and Bridewell, ‘The Plan’ at Redmond Square, The Abbey
Grammar School, The Town Hall and others such as the Co-op Creamery, The
Workhouse, remnants of the old Military Barracks and many more. A brief summary
of the sites to be developed in the future will be presented.

Photo right: Gate on Emmet Street



Redmond Square and associated greenspace which is in close proximity to O Brien and
Dillon Street is known locally as ‘The Plan’ and is a very significant location in national
history and the history of Tipperary town. The ‘Plan of Campaign’ was a stratagem
co-ordinated by Irish politicians between 1886-1891 to protect tenant farmers against
absentee rack-rent landlords. Many tenants were left in arrears caused the continual
depression in prices of dairy products and cattle and were unable to pay their raised
rents. Furthercrop failures in 1885-86exacerbated theproblem. Theplan wasconceived
and organised by Timothy Healy, Timothy Harrington, William O Brien and John Dillon
to secure a reduction of rent for those overburdened by a poor harvest and if refused
by the landlord, the tenants were to refrain
from paying rent. Dillon and O Brien
implemented the Plan on the estate of the
Marquess of Clanricarde at Portumnawhich
had 1,900 tenants. Others followed suit and
some 20,000 tenants were involved.

Balfour encouraged landlords in 1889 to
form an anti-tenant syndicate under the
chair of Tipperary landlord and HighSheriff
of Cork, Arthur Smith-Barry who had 9,000
acres in Tipperary. Lord Barrymore, Barry’s
agent was authorised to buy up estates
threated by the Plan and to evict tenants
which he did in Youghal and brought him
into conflict with his own tenants - largely
the tenants of Tipperary town, who in
solidarity, refused to pay rents. When
evicted they moved their shops outside
the boundaries of the estate to ‘New
Tipperary’, the location in question. The
freehold of ‘New Tipperary’ was purchased
by William O Brien from his Russian-born
wife’s money whereby trustees conducted
the administration and construction of
‘New’ Tipperary commenced in the autumn
of 1889 under the direction of Fr. David
Humphreys and O Brien just released from
prison. Large numbers of extra police were
brought in who shadowed the local leaders

and Fr. Humphrey. The building consisted of 57 houses, 250 tenants and a shopping
arcade. Labour was provided on a rota basis by people from neighbouring parishes. The
expenses were paid for by Irish emigrants in America and Australia reaching a climax
when the William O Brien Arcade was opened in April 1890. Fund raising however was
diverted andcivil war ensued and funds eventually ran dry. In 1891, Smith-Barry received
a deputationof his tenants anxious to securea settlement.Over thenext fewyears, most
tenants returned to ‘Old Tipperary’.

Photo below: Boundary railing of The Plan

9.5 The Plan



The Plan has been part of the life of the town since at least the early
1950’s. It is one of the few green public spaces within the town centre
and is regarded as a key recreational space and centrepiece for
gatherings for all members of the community. Many religious and
musical ceremonies including performances by the Kickham Band
have taken place in the Plan. A major clean up andpainting of the space
took place with volunteers and local residents from 2019 to 2021 as
well as the ‘Benches of Belonging Project’, light displays for Christmas
such as the ‘Light Up The Plan’ project, Easter and Valentine’s Day
along with music, spoken word, dance and mindfulness events.
Collaboration with the local resident association, community groups,
family resource centres, youth centre and businesses have formed the
basis for many joyful events in the Plan. The impact both at home and
abroad has been uplifting, many of the events were live streamed and

reached as far as China, South America and Australia. The Plan is the
centrepiece for these gatherings and has improved the morale of the
community, benefitted the local economy by increasing footfall to that
part of town and continues to highlight the importance of the Plan in
terms of heritage and ‘New Tipperary’. The Park serves all age groups
from the young to the old who can sit and enjoy the company of their
neighbours in safety and harmony. Generations of townspeople have
contributed to its upkeep, some including TidyTowns and the East end
residents with their flower beds and a new generation of young people
are taking on themantle of caretaker of this space. The Plan Space is an
investment in the future wellbeing of its citizens.

Photo above: The Plan Site, Redmond Square



Applications for tender to renovate the Plan were submitted and design phase has
been awarded to Drake Hourigan Architects who will recieve this draft. No further
details have been provided to date. Architects are subject to a community consultation
process with the following stakeholders, after which the design will be produced
(Michael Begley pers commun) :

1. Light Up the Plan Committee
2. West End Residents Association
3. Tipperary Town Community/Citizens
4. Tipperary Town TidyTowns
5. Tipperary County Council

The intention of this provisional plan is neither to appraise nor to produce designs for
the site in question but to merely provide a summary of some of the current feedback
concerning the site as well as to inform Tipperary residents and stakeholders of the
current progress.

The following is a short list of basic requirements or provisional ideas provided by the
task force and/or some residents for the improvement of the site:

1. An outdoor space for relaxation and recreation
2. The bandstand is integral to the site and requires restoration or replacement (it

currently has a two year life span)
3. The current bandstand is too small to hold local bands, orchestra and large

performances
4. New low maintenance seating required
5. New railing and paving ; some do not want new railing
6. Litter bins more sensitively and strategically placed to encourage use
7. Continued use as a play space
8. A Victorian style garden and associated accoutrements (e.g. planters, benches)
9. Low maintenance and safe path materials for the elderly would be advantageous
10. Residents would like some raised beds for planting their plants of choice
11. Drainage in the area needs to be rectified

Professional design proposals included are playful yet eloborate examples of Victorian
style gardens which during the high Victorian era were all the rage. Very easy to
design, but high in maintenance, symmetry was paramount with highly ornate
gardens including parterres, box embroidery, carpet bedding, ribbon borders, topiary,
box hedging, rose arches and bowers, pergolas, mazes, fountains, sculptures, urns,
bird baths, sundials, bridges, gates, garden ‘rooms’, rosaries and a lot of Italianate
architecture.

Top right: A playful example of a modern version of a Victorian style garden and
bandstand

Bottom right: Example of a Victorian style bridge and garden features



Plants that were grown in historic/heritage gardens do not automatically infer that they
are “heritage varieties” by today’s standards and there is a clear distinction. As a general
rule, particularly in reference to the Victorian era, the heritage varieties that persist
today usually refer to some stone fruit, apples and vegetables with a small amount of
annuals, perennials or glasshouse varieties and specialist growers and seed suppliers
can provide the gardener with their preferred choice after some arduous research. The
term ‘variety’ indiscriminately applied by the layperson to plants implies that the plant
is a very specific rank below subspecies or that it may be a cultivar when it is possibly
neither. All of the other plants including many perennials and bedding that are not
regarded as heritage varieties today, the emphasis being on ‘heritage’ in this case but
were plentiful in Victorian gardens were simply the preferred choice of the times and
are regularly used to recreate the style of the gardens of the times, sometimes imitated
exactly in celebration of the acclaimed author of the design for posterity or sometimes
with new and improved varieties of the same species or entirely new species.

Exotic conifers, boxwood, yew and Italian cypress were common in Victorian gardens
as were azaleas, camellias, fuchsia and hydrangea*. Italian cypress complements
parterres and box designs which provide nesting and shelter for small birds. Box
beds are easily in-filled with a variety of plants including pollinators used in the
Victorian era such as achillea*, aster*, chrysanthemum*, echinops*, eryngium*,
nepeta*, penstemon, rudbeckia*, salvia*, shrubs such as hydrangea* or herbs such
as lavender* and rosemary* (Bisgrove, 2001; Elliott, 1990; Nelson, 2010). By the end
of the Victorian era, the concept of the ‘wild garden’ was being embraced. Gertrude
Jekyll is regarded as the primary forerunner and architect of the style in Britain but
it was from the Irish William Robinson’s works such as ‘The Wild Garden’ that she got
her initial inspiration. Chinese anemone, foxglove and verbascum are but a few of
the plants used. Pteridomania or ‘fern fever’ as it was known was a Victorian term
for the obsession with ferns that swept the British nation for a time. Ferns provide
microhabitats, shelter and shade to small animals as well as filter toxins such as heavy
metals from the environment (Nelson, 2010; Elliott, 1990).

As in the drawings, seating areas would do well on a site such as this for rest, relaxation,
shade, to enjoy a coffee, eat an ice-cream, outdoor cinema, food festival or to display
arts and crafts. Pollinator trees such as cherry blossom* or apples* would be ideal and
while they are not exactly representative of the high ‘Victorian’ garden, they could easily
be incorporated into an overall ‘Victorian’ design. The types of games for children that
could be incorporated easily into this style and site size are hopscotch, tetherball/swing
ball, miniaturemerry-go-round ormaze for children to run around. Small planters could
be added for planting salads and vegetables. Some resdients have suggested raised beds.

Drawing top right: Elvaston Castle, Alhambra Garden
Drawing bottom right: ElvastonCastle, MonPlaisir, A Victorian reconstruction of a 17th
century plan by Daniel Marot

* AIPP Pollinator Friendly Planting Code



9.6 The Courthouse and Bridewell
On St. Michael’s Street, the courthouse and three bridewell buildings located at the
rear were built c. 1841. A bridewell was a detention facility, with a restricted function.
The name probably originated in a London prison and its proximity to St. Bride’s Well.
At some stage, therewas likely a lock up on Gashouse Lanewhich was then, Gaol Lane
and by the early 19th century, there was a courthouse on St. Michael’s Street with a
Bridewell underneath which was not the present building. Under an act of George
IV, from the 1820’s, there was a system of inspection reporting that the facilities of
Tipperary town were totally inadequate and one of the worst ever visited. A report
for 1832 mentioned that it was “too confined in room for the number of prisoners
generally kept in it”. In 1827 some money was allocated for repairs to the courthouse.
Records of 1826 showed that over 500 persons had done time over the course of a year;
half of them being locked up for begging. Another statistic for 1836 showed that the
cost of bridewells in Tipperary County accounted for one-third of the cost of all the

bridewells in Ireland. In 1834, it was declared that a new bridewell was necessary as a
remedy. Eight years later, around 1842, a new bridewell was built. The new buildings
had 12 cells for males and four for females, the keeper in the middle, four ‘day’ rooms,
an ‘airing’ yard, store rooms, two cells for drunkards and exercise spaces, part ofwhich
can still be seen. The keeper was paid £30 p.a. A report of early 1850s during quarter
sessions counted 54 males and 28 females. In 1860 another report counted 950 males
and 116 females, the majority due to excesses in alcohol intake (Marnane, 2015).

In 1867, a rumour spread that Fenian rebels were gathering to stage an uprising. A total
of 150 men armed with pikes and some guns gathered at an ancient fort in Ballyhurst
just outside the town on the Cashel road. Leading the rebels was Fethard native,
Thomas F. Bourke who had moved to the United States when he was 10 and he was
in New Orleans when the American civil war began, he joined the Confederate side.

Taken prisoner at Gettysburg in July 1863, he was not released until the
war ended two years later. His work as a Fenian organiser brought him
to Britain and then to Ireland in 1867. He was captured with 40 men
and taken to the Bridewell. A week later and taken in pairs, they were
marched to the railway station and taken to Clonmel. Bourke was tried
for high treason in Dublin and sentenced to be hanged and quartered
at the age of 27. Pressure on the government caused commutation of
the sentence and hewas released a few years later and sent back to the
United States where he died before the age of 50.

By 1866, changes were made to the prison system and Tipperary
Bridewell was closed. A most famous trial was heard in the courthouse
in 1890, when twelve leaders of the ‘New Tipperary’ struggle including
five MP’s and Fr. David Humphrey’s CC., were tried for conspiracy. In
the summer of 1922 during the Irish civil war, republican prisonerswere
held briefly in the Bridewell. After many years of neglect, Tipperary
Bridewell was refurbished and served as offices for a time while the
grounds were used for picnicking. The buildings now falling into
disrepair havebeen highlightedby concernedcitizens and local heritage
groups. Grand aid was secured in 2021 by Tipperary Town Revitalisation
Heritage Sub-Group for a Conservation plan for Tipperary Courthouse
and Bridewell. Alan Hill, tourism consultants have conducted a survey
for Tipperary County Council in order to examine citizens proposed
concepts for the sustainableuse of the buildings, summarised as follows:

Photo left: The Courthouse, Tipperary 1841-1917



The operational implications and risk assessments for sustainability have been clearly outlined for the various options presented by the county council. While it has been
acknowledged that some might see resources better employed elsewhere, particularly in such economically challenging times, the vulnerability of historic/iconic buildings
has also been highlighted and the consideration for phased development as well as vital remedial work. No definitive conclusions have been drawn; it will be up to the citizens
of Tipperary to consider their emerging consensus vision and come to a conclusion as to priority. For further details on the document, the heritage department of Tipperary
County Council and Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force can supply on request.

THE CONCEPTS DESCRIPTION

Books and Living Courthouse Bookstore (the largest in Munster), Remote Working Space & ‘The Happy’ Interpretative Garden; glass atrium, open
plan organic café called ‘The Village Green’ supplied by local producers and with work stations

The Learning Attraction A modern visitor attraction built around VR holograms telling the local stories of the Courthouse and Bridewell with real life
court case projected through 3D hologram. The Bridewell to be used as an educational resource that can house local history and
heritage groups exhibitions; glass roofed atrium linking both buildings with interior café supplied by local producers; exhibitions
in the garden space with 10 locally commissioned sculptures

Tipperary Active An indoor and outdoor activity space with climbing walls/ziplines, VR, Bora Borg, and escape rooms; glass roofed atrium linking
both buildings with glass climbing wall.

The Gaol Collective Tipperary artist’s studio feeding into public display/demos/retail/education; a library facility; glass roofed atrium with themed
café; start/end point for walking tours

The Meeting Place World class artist’s residential centre exploring themes of societal conflict and resolution building on the Tipperary Peace Prize
financed through government/philanthropic bursaries. A good PR vehicle for Art/Craft national bodies/Dept. Foreign Affairs and
Trade sponsored by the EU an UN. The Bridewell would be the residential part, the courthouse, the communal and reflective area
sculpture garden.

Courthouse Quarter
‘The Emerging Consensus Vi-
sion’- the beginning of a col-
lective conversation

Courthouse: a boutique heritage attraction with reimagined and entirely unique VR and holographic local penal stories; the
building features to be highlighted while allowing for future potential of court sittings
The Gaol Collective: The Bridewell to be used for local art exhibitions e.g. fine art, pottery, textiles and associated production/
demonstration facilities, all part of collective

The Courthouse Atrium:modern architecture to connect the courthouse to the gaol collective on at least two floors; a café,
exhibition area, educational space, storage, office

Peace Garden: Garden celebrating the Tipperary Peace Prize recipients with sculpture, pathways, planting, seating. An outdoor
performance area with a roof structure for small gatherings, recitals etc. including a semi-outdoor cinema space



9.7 Other Sites
Tipperary town has a host of vacant and heritage sites and associated green space worthy of development for tourism, to prevent historic buildings from deterioration, for
garden projects, murals or for tree plantations for climate adaptation. While some remedial works have been carried out at the Courthouse and Bridewell, a lot more work is
necessary for the site, along with other sites around the town, bearing in mind the prioritisation of town projects and an economic recession.

Below left: The Abbey School, formermonastic site and industrial school, Tipperary Town Below right: The Water Tower and the oldwall of the Military Barracks



The following is a list of some of those locations; a few already mentioned:

1. Carriage Archways
2. Dan Breen House
3. Heritage Walls
4. Mount Sion
5. St. Mary’s Church
6. The Abbey School
7. The Convent
8. The Military Barracks
9. The Parochial Hall
10. The Plan (currently under

consultation with Drake
Hourigan architects)

11. The Workhouse and Church
(with stained glass)

12. Many other vacant sites

Right: Rear of the Bridewell buildings,
Tipperary Town Courthouse and
Bridewell Carrownreddy



10. UNDERSTANDING THE LANDSCAPE
The following includes Dutch approaches to design for the public good, urban design
protocols from New Zealand and planning principles inspired by Chinese urban
architects.

10.1 The Dutch Approach
In Dutch landscape planning, they create not only landscapes but quality of life. Holland
is placed in the top five happiest countries in theworld formany consecutive years and
is the fifth largest economy in Europe and a world leader in the exploitation of goods,
services and ideas. The Dutch created land where there was water and designed and
built cities on it, complete with roads, trains, airports, agricultural and horticultural
zones, parks, recreational areas and innovative lighting applications. Where there was
nothing, they designed and produced fully functioning communities; where there
was something, they improved upon it. Being very resourceful, they learned how to
combine inventions with technical know-how, putting both knowledge and expertise
together. In their struggle with the sea, they learned to join forces and were leaders in
multi-stakeholder collaborative creations. Living in small spaces with a lot of people
made themspecialists in creating newspace where it didnot seempossible. TheDutch
never designed for ‘design’ sake and always took the holistic approach, combining
people, cities and special neighbourhoods together making it flourish.

10.1.1 Design for the Public Good
In Dutch urban design, the public good makes reference to non-rivalrous and non-
exclusive products’ where no single individual can consume without reducing its
availability to another individual, and fromwhichnoone is excluded e.g., sewer systems,
street lighting, public parks, green spaces, clean air and quasi-public goods such as
information about community health and environmental issues, cultural heritage sites,
contemporary history etc. Safeguarding the public good, in this case, from flooding,
led to a great collection of collaborative design, planning and engineering feats and
the Dutch became one of the pioneering countries for urbanism. At Delft University of
Technology, they outlined some important points in their course, ‘Urban Design for the
Public Good: Dutch Urbanism’ as follows:

• Balance between research and design
• Thinking and working on multiple scale levels (from the region to the design

and detailing of public space and when the design is good the scale levels are
corresponding)

• A design should always be seen within its physical context

The combined issue of spatial quality and ‘public good’, once the latter has been
identified, can bemanaged by creating accessibility, integrating it into the urban fabric
such as parking, examining how cars arrive at a location and how do they get around;
how does the pedestrian get around? A variety of urban functions is necessary whether
those are dwellings, restaurants, shops, cinema or touristic areas. The quality of a
space is improved through the use of materials or urban furniture. The visual design
of a place needs to create an attractive, clean and positive image as well as create a
sense of comfort and a desire for the user to be in the space, for the visitor to travel
to the place or for the vulnerable to feel safe to get there i.e. the sociability factor. In
summary, technical pragmatism and functionality with a high degree of spatial quality
is an ideal model.

10.1.2 Reading the Landscape: the Dutch Layers
Methods to understand the form of urban landscape in order to design with it and for
the landscape consists of three layers: the natural, the cultural and the urban layer.
These layers provide a basis for discourse and a means for understanding the elements
that make up a space and the subsequent planning tasks on the basis of the differing
spatial dynamics of the layers. Several mountain ranges form part of the natural layer
or backdrop that defines Tipperary town, whether it is the Galtee mountains and
coniferous Slievnamuck foothills to the south, old Slievnamon further south east or the
Hollyford Hills and the Slieve Felim mountains to the north and northwest. The grassy
town park, the Hills, forming part of the sandy Esker range extends from the townlands
of Murgasty to Tipperaryhills and as far as Spitalland. The River Arawinds its way after
rising in the Glen of Aherlow flowing eastward through Tipperary passing under the
Limerick-Rosslare railway line and continues southward through Tipperary golf club.



The town in nestled in the heart of the Golden Vale, which is a rich agricultural
pastureland which forms part of the topographical natural and cultural layer. Stone
walls, native hedgerows and trees form the majority of the boundary lines dividing
the farms. A Norman motte, famine graveyard, a number of holy wells and a kiln are
landscape remnants of the cultural past and extending into the hinterland, old church
ruins, constructed on a former site of an abbey, castles, manor houses, walls and
associated buildings and standing stones. Two abandoned quarries can be found in the
town, one located in the hills which enhances the picturesque landscape and another
at Graigue. Two hundred and fifty trees planted by Tipperary TidyTowns are dispersed
throughout the town, on the Hills near the ‘Pitch andPutt’ course, in the streets andon
the estates as well as on-going planting improvements, planters and flower beds. The
vast majority of the housing estates include expansive grassy greens with intermittent
tree planting.

Forming the urban layer, several roads run through Tipperary town including the
national roads N24 from Limerick to Bansha/Clonmel, the N74 to Cashel and regional
roads to Emly, Gabally, The Glen of Aherlow, Donohill and Dundrum. Tipperary halt is
the Limerick toWaterford rail line and Limerick junction, next to Tipperary Racecourse
further afield. Many other features form the urban layer including Tipperary town
plaza, co-op creamery, Canon Hayes recreation centre, an Applegreen, Lidl, Aldi,
Supervalu, Tesco and Dunnes stores, St.Vincents health centre, industrial estate,
primary, secondary/vocational schools, an Augustinian friary school, factories and
other services. Tipperary town has a host of heritage buildings of various historical
and architectural interest. The clock tower, water tower, St. Michael’s and St. Mary’s
church define the town skyline. Each of these three layers have their own identity
and are yet related to one another. Today these layers are becoming more and more
difficult to distinguish as urban areas increase in size. For the sake of this plan, the
basic concept only is presented and is open for much consideration and critique.

Urban metabolism is about the energetic and material flows of the system where the
urban environment can be viewed as a system of inputs, outputs and storage. A more
developed system considers the interconnection of flows within these elements. The
Dutch explore how all the varied infrastructure can connect e.g. drinking water supply
network, sewers and waste water treatment, electricity generators and power plants,
heat network and pipelines, traffic infrastructure for cars, bicycles and pedestrians,
food and waste, farm storage and supply, solid waste collection, landfills, incineration
into a closed loop system whereby the reduce, reuse and recycle strategy is adopted.

10.1.3 The Fair City

A fair city or town is a complete one, one that does not prioritise any particular group;
it has uses and a certain quality of life for all its inhabitants. There are three important
components for Dutch designers:

• To recognise that fairness and a balanced approach is necessary
• Professional craftsmanship and ability to translate demands and wishes into

spatial solutions, some seemingly opposed to one another into a coherent
unified concept

• The ability to understand that people from different backgrounds can have little
understanding of another and this is where visual imagery becomes paramount
– ‘A Picture Paints a Thousand Words’

Through urban design, the structure of a city/town and can adapt itself to changing
conditions. Using Rotterdam as an example, over time, as cargo grew and ships got
bigger, on the south side of the river,more harbour space was created with connecting
rail and there was little space for dwelling but it was accomplished. The city and
harbour continued to grow and began to move westwards due to economic and canal
demands. As a result, a void or hole was created in an area of the city. Urban design
for the public good can redefine and reposition the area, in this case, through bringing
both sides of the river together and making a new urban structure. The harbour
grid was transformed into the urban grid by working with a lot of existing features,
without having to remove them and adding a few new features complimentary to
the existing ones. There was reprogramming for new houses, parks with nice views,
a housing programme, low size, low density and other areas with high density, high
rise urban programmes with cinemas, hotels, bars and restaurants and more areas for
education or more quiet housing. These areas were connected by bridges and smart
planning which took up to 25 years. The latest plan is to make the riverbanks new
public space. What this program outlines for Tipperary is that is often makes sense to
work with what already exists and improve upon it with new innovative ideas and link
developments/projects to other areas/projects so that they do not become isolated
e.g. the technology park on Rosanna road has plans to develop the ‘Tipperary Engine’
and to repurpose part of that building which is on the right track. How is this area
going to link up with the rest of the town both in an integrative way and physically?
This may also be an opportunity for people to sit down and look at innovative ways to
deal with sewage such as reed bed/water based sewage processing systems that are
environmentally friendly. Innovative ways to harness electricity using solar power or
geothermal energy for the sky building at Boheracrow may be an option.



Finally, public infrastructure crosses borders, regional, national which can happen at
micro and macro levels depending on the project. It can also create borders such as
railways, bridges, manmade waterways. It is important to recognise that the role of
each municipality can act very differently depending on the needs of the area which
may be affected by changes to another i.e. interventions done on one scale may have
an effect on a completely different scale and so it is important that governance and
design are interlinked in order to find suitable solutions for different situations.

10.2 New Zealand Urban Design Protocols

In New Zealand, a checklist was developed by the Ministry for the Environment
that contributes to quality urban design, is based on sound urban design principles,
explained in a simple way which provides a common language for urban issues and
core concepts that can be applied anywhere (Ministry for the Environment, 2005). The
seven C’s are outlined as follows:

1. Context: Buildings, places and greenspaces are not isolated elements and a
holistic approach is very important. Taking into consideration the many layers
that make up a townscape as well as the ever-evolving relationship between
people, land, culture and the wider landscape and environment which can
include other towns, cities and regions. When viewing the landscape and
associated planting and design, it is important to take a long term view, recognise
and build on the context and character. Landscapes need to be complimentary
to their associated buildings and local climatic conditions, examines projects in
relation to their setting, understands the social cultural and economic context
as well as the physical elements, considers the impact on the holistic health of
the population in the area, both residents and non-residents, understand that
phased development follows and contributes to the overall plan and outcome
and celebrates and embraces cultural identity and the value of cultural, built and
natural heritage

2. Character: The landscape design and planting must reflect the identity and
unique aspects of the town and its people, highlight the special characteristics of
the distinctiveness. It must protect all heritage buildings, places and landscapes.
Itmust also recognise, protect and enhance distinctive landforms,waterways and
native biodiversity. Hard landscaping features must develop locally appropriate
architecture, greenspaces and places. It must reflect and celebrate the town’s
culture and identity and multi-culturalism.

3. Choice:Urban landscape design and planting should offer choice to people living
in the area in landscape styles, garden features and building types, amenability

and activities. Design and planting plans of a site should allow for flexibility,
unforeseen uses and creates a more resilient urban environment. Quality work
ensures that the environment provides opportunities for everybody, particularly
the disadvantaged. Quality work will ensure that urban environment will provide
opportunities for all people. This work will also allow people to choose a variety
of sustainable options. This can also encourage a diversity of activities within a
mixed-use area and neighbourhood by incorporating multi-use into the design.
This can support designs which are flexible and adaptable and useful over a long
term. Public spaces canbe available to all people includingpeople with disabilities.

4. Connections: Good connections enhance choice, support social cohesion,
make places lively, safe and facilitate interaction and connectivity. Quality
design recognises how all networks such as streets, railways, walking and
cycling routes, services, infrastructure and communication networks connect
and support healthy neighbourhoods, towns and neighbouring towns. Places
with good connections between activities with careful placement of facilities
benefit from reduced travel times and lower environmental impacts. It can
enhance navigation for residents and visitors when layout is easily understood.
Designs should create attractive and secure linked pathways, green networks
and eco-corridors linking public and private space, places emphasis on healthy
lifestyles such as walking, cycling, using buses etc.; anticipates travel demands
and sustainable choices, improves accessibility, treats streets asmulti-functional
positive spaces, provides formal and informal for interaction, facilitates efficient
movement of goods, provides environments that promote healthy lifestyles
through activity

5. Creativity: Creative and innovative approaches adds richness and diversity,
makes a functional place into an exciting and memorable place. It facilitates
new and innovative ways of thinking, means to experiment with ideas, rewrite
stagnant ideas, harness new technology and visualise new futures. It supports
dynamic urban cultural life and fosters strong urban identities. Quality urban
design emphasises innovative and imaginative solutions, incorporates cultural
perspectives, values public art in designs and buildings and incorporates art and
artists in the design process. It also recognises the impact that art and design
has on the psyche and the physical expertise.

6. Custodianship: Environmentally sustainable solutions reduce environmental
impacts and custodianship recognises the lifetime costs of buildings and
infrastructure, preserves and promotes the history and architecture and aims
to preserve for the upcoming generations. In New Zealand, the concept of
‘Kaitiakitanga’, a Māori world view of guardianship of the environment that is
cared for by a group with a sense of ownership and deep responsibility. Quality
urban design utilises ‘green technology’, incorporates renewable energy, uses



solar energy, creates safe crime free spaces, mitigates the effects if manmade
hazards, considers the long term care of property and infrastructures and
consider the impact of design on people’s holistic health.

7. Collaboration:Commonvisionscanbeachievedover time throughcollaboration
and depends on leadership at many levels. Towns and cities are designed
incrementally as decisions are made on individual projects. The approach
should involve communities in meaning full decision making processes and
acknowledges the contributions of many different disciplines and perspectives.
Quality urban design requires good communication and co-ordinated actions
from all decision-makers: central government, local government, professionals,
transport operators, developers and users. To improve urban design capability,
integrated training is necessary as is adequately funded research and shared
examples of best practice. Exemplary management understands the intelligent
and balanced approach between macro and micro management, where multi
stakeholders contribute and where the cut-off point exists. Model management
should also allow room to recoup for draft plans and for phased developments.

10.3 Seven Urban Planning Principles from China

Founding member of the Congress for New Urbanism, architect and planner, Peter
Calthorpe discusses the complexity of urban living today (Calthorpe, 2017). While
society is solving for the impacts of climate change, urban environments are being
built for billions of people, the population doubling in size in some locations. Calthorpe
outlines that all of the climate change solutions in the world will be insignificant if the
planning is not accomplished in the appropriate manner. Much depends on howurban
areas are shaped, not only to handle environmental impacts but for social wellbeing,
economic vitality, sense of community and connectedness. Fundamentally, the way
urban areas are shaped is a manifestation of the kind of humanity that is brought to
bear. Our towns are an outwardmanifestation of the state of the collective mind of the
people who live within it. And so, it would appear that ‘getting it right’ can help to solve
climate change because human behaviour is what is causing the problem and not only
oil companies. It is all about the people and how they live.

Calthorpe’s ‘villain’ is sprawl. Urban sprawls are not only low density areas out on the
periphery of the urban areas, they can be found anywhere and at any density. The
key attribute is that it isolates and segregates people in to economic enclaves and
land use enclaves, separates people from nature, doesn’t allow the cross fertilisation,
the interaction that make urban areas great places and societies thrive. An antidote
is needed. He suggested that compact developments like streetcar suburbs, walkable
streets, transit instead of cars, low-rise but integrated, mixed use environments
provide tremendous savings in greenhouse gas emissions. It can be beneficial to take
the least desirable land, add transit or cycle paths, in fill withmixed used development,

make the exiting neighbourhood more complex, more interesting and more walkable.
So instead of bulldozing and levelling the site, integrative ways could be used.

There are seven universally applicable principles that have now been adopted by the
Chinese government:

1. Preserve natural ecologies, agrarian landscapes, and cultural heritage sites.
Tipperary town has begun the process of highlighting the significant natural and
cultural heritage locations around the town. Surveys andconservation audits are
underway.

2. Mix – Create mixed-use and mixed-income neighbourhoods and age groups.
This allows for better and morebalanced lifestyles for all involved. This approach
could be applied in relation to the use of empty offices and buildings on the main
street and side streets for dwelling, business and recreation with incorporated
green and blue landscape infrastructure. Housing estates need heart-warming
multi-functional and bio diverse green spaces for social interaction and
enjoyment for all people, young, middle aged and old. Each location requires
something for each community to do and in a way that’s interactive.

3. Walk –Design walkable streets and human scale neighbourhoods.This connects
people and neighbourhoods with one another. Make all neighbourhoods a place
that all people want to visit and enjoy. The places people visit are the places that
they can walk.

4. Bike – Prioritize bicycle networks and auto-free streets. China has now adopted
policies that put six meters of bike lane on every street. Many residents in
Tipperary town need easier access to other area in the town. At present, An
Dúiche estate residents want to feel more connected with the town and want
safe and accessible cycling lanes for their children. This very likely applies to
other locations and further feedback is anticipated as a result of this plan.

5. Connect – Street networks of many routes instead of singular routes and many
kinds of streets instead of one which allows for neighbourhoods and visitors
to connect with one another and people on the periphery to the town centre.
Including multi use community facilities along these routes encourages further
engagement and social inclusion.

6. Ride – While Tipperary does not have a transit system, citizens can still avoid
creating traffic by car sharing for shopping or through on-line shopping. Bus
services such as the local link No.855 (T41) is available for residents or visitors
to travel to and from limerick junction in the morning and afternoon, with one
later bus on the weekends. The service also goes to Cashel, stopping at Bansha,



Cahir and New Inn returning via Golden, Thomastown andKilfeackle. A door to door service provides transport toDonaskeigh, Hollyford, Cappawhite, Toem, Knockavilla,
Monard, Limerick Junction, Lattin, Cullen, Emly, Lisvernane, Aherlow and Bansha. The Thurles bus service stops at Dundrum, Donohill, Donaskeigh, Hollyford, Cappawhite,
Knockavilla, Boherlahan, Ballagh, Clonoulty, Goold’s Cross, Holycross. Current prices are €3.00 per adult each way; children under 5 are free. Other TFI local link services
go from Tipperary to Cashel (490), Thurles (496), Emly (497), Hollyford (511) and Aherlow (513). The rail service has been mentioned previously.

7. Focus – Match density and mix to transit capacity. While this last point may be more relevant to larger cities, the structure of any urban location could benefit from
exploring methods to create efficient and effective links between transit, streets and roads within the town and into the hinterland and as estate landscapes and other
areas develop, the local link services or alternative service could potentially extend to these locations and/or provide an innovative locally based transit or cycle system.



11. SUMMARY

“This is a dynamic, ambitious and holistic plan with a clear vision that reaches
out and encourages all the citizens of Tipperary town to come together and be part
of the ‘greening of the town’. Sustainability, climate action and protection of our
biodiversity are issues that require collective action and with this plan there is a

great opportunity for the town to achieve these goals”

-Róisin O Grady, Tipperary County Heritage Officer -

The production and subsequent implementation of Tipperary Town Landscape Plan 2022-2027 is managed by the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force in collaboration
with Tipperary TidyTowns, Tipperary County Council and many other stakeholders and forms Action A2:3 and C1:1 of the Strategy and Action Plan 2035 under the sectors,
Town Identity & Public Realm and Natural Environment and Sustainability. This plan has outlined the benefits of green space for the social, economic and environmental
sustainability of Tipperary town in relation to climate adaptation, biodiversity, the All Ireland Pollinator Plan and the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Task Force themes and
objectives. Now the time has come to move forward with this very broad and holistic plan which could potentially take anything up to fifteen years to complete. It is proposed
that the task force begins to consolidate the feedback and any other feedback due and prioritise a limited time frame for a proposed number of works, delegate the works
to the various stakeholders and implement the plan. Due to it’s all inclusive nature and the sheer range and diversity of the plan which incidentally crosses the four pillars of
the Tipperary Town Revitalisation Strategy and Action plan, it would not be possible for the volunteers of Tipperary TidyTowns to implement the overall plan alone which is
really part of the larger town plan and it is anticipated that the stakeholders who have supported Tipperary town over the years including strong groups with a proven track
record, demonstrative success and with the ability to carry the weight of demanding projects under the direction of the expert/task force will assist in taking responsibility
for implementing some elements of the plan. For this reason, the most important elements of the overall plan will be addressed over the next three to five years before other
aspects of the plan are implemented. As a recap, this provisional plan is based on feedback from numerous stakeholders frommany different organisations, representatives and
individuals in Tipperary town. The plan does not claim to represent the totality of residents of the town but to provide a community led starting point for discussion with some
professional recommendations and drawings to inspire local residents as to what they can begin to imagine in their areas. Agreed plans by the townspeople will be developed
on a project by project basis through community gatherings, open days, door-to-door visits and in a much deeper context and all inclusive forum. The task force welcomes
feedback from the stakeholders of Tipperary town on release of this plan. Stakeholders are advised to read the plan thoroughly for a complete understanding before posing
any questions or giving any feedback.



The priority areas that the town will require immediate assistance with are as follows:

1. The on-going enhancement project of painting, restoration, development and
planting of the main street and adjacent streets with new planters, trees and
pollinating plants, hanging baskets with pollinators, window boxes, vertical
gardens, murals, monuments, alleyways, ‘Maid Of Erin’, building and street
signage assisted by the Tipperary Town Enhancement Group/Chamber of
Commerce, Ultimate Murals Project etc.

2. The planting up and enhancement of the market yard, historic walls, clock
tower area and Kickham place with planters, pollinating plants, hanging
baskets and seating and the promotion of fairs, festivals and events assisted
by the Chamber of Commerce etc.

3. Enhance and plant up other key locations around the town with pollinator
trees, shrubs, bulbs and plants

4. The enhancement and planting up of priority roundabouts and approach
roads with new signage, horse sculpture, trees, pollinating plants and wall
restoration: Limerick Road, Bansha Road and Clonmel Road etc.

5. To tackle the immediate needs of housing estates as per feedback in the plan
and prioritise the enhancement of housing estates inmost need of assistance:
Carrowclough, Pearse Park, Greenane Drive, St. Ailbe’s Drive, Dundrum
Drive, St Michael’s Ave, James Connolly Park and Marian Terrace by following
the direction of appointed co-coordinators/consultants who will liase
with independent residents, residents network, community liaison officer,
Tipperary TidyTowns, the Tipperary Town EnhancementGroup etc. The litter
element will be overseen by themembers of Tipperary TidyTowns litter patrol
organised in conjunction with the community development officer, residents’
network and independent residents

6. The enhancement of the streets andhousing estates through the introduction
of litter bins and dog foul bins in conjunction with on-going litter patrol in
all other areas of the town and suburb in co-operation with all of the town
residents and stakeholders

7. To encourage the participation of more volunteers and the development of
new residents committees for the enhancement, care and maintenance of
their respective areas which will be heavily encouraged

8. To use employment, training and education as ameans to develop,manage and
use green space in a multi-party context e.g. consultants, co-coordinators,
appointed group or sub group, the task force and county council

9. To support and assist consultants employed to implement elements of the
plan that will be too large for volunteers and training courses

10. To conclude on the feedback in this plan and from the wider community for
the Hills and commence the enhancement of the Hills including signage,
litter bins, a range of features and the creation of a wildflower meadow and
associated management program and ecological record keeping

11. To create a new urban tree plantation with picnic areas for townspeople and
tourists to assist in climate adaptation and increased biodiversity - potential
sites already identified

12. To fully support the All Ireland Polliantor Plan guidlines and create pollinator
corridors in the town using the 'No,Mow, No Spray' initiative for short and long
flowering meadows, the 'No Mow May' initiative or uisng APP recommended
plants, shrubs and trees

13. To create awareness by supplying additional information on biodiversity (see
the task force Biodiversity Toolkit) for wildlife such as: making birdfeeders,
swift, bat, owl and nest boxes; making ponds, rain gardens, bog gardens,
small bug hotels, polliantors for planters and hanging baskets, gardening
for biodiversity and AIPP guidelines for schools, business, sports clubs,
community organisations, farmers and other stakeholders

14. Assist the county council with the enhancement anddevelopment of the River
Ara Project for tourism, recreation, biodiversity, education and to clean up the
river

15. To highlight a heritage site for development with a garden and/or biodiversity
project

16. To support Tipperary refugees and any future green projects that they may
be involved with guided and managed by the appropriate consultants and co-
coordinators

17. It is appreciated that many elements will have already commenced prior to
release of this plan as residents networks and Tipperary TidyTowns moves
forward with the task force



And now that we have come to a close
A new dawn for Tipp town we propose

Our hearts they are lighter
For the future looks brighter

Like a bee drawn to the scent of a rose

Ashy mining bee, Andrena cineraria
by Shevaun Doherty
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